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PIIEFACE. 


It is very possible tltat, bad 1 taken a leaf fro.n 
the l)Ook of modern play-wriglits, and '^adapted’' 
tliis little story, I miglit liave naidered it even more 
interesting than it is in its ^present shape. But' 
there were two reasons whieli caused me to refrain. 

In the first place, it would, according to my ideas, 
be not exactly hir to treat the pr^Kluction of another 
man in such an unceremonious fashion ; — and then 
again tliera was a second, and more ignoble motive, 
namely, that Gcrstaecker's peculiar style has already 
become so familiar to English readers, that the 
attempt at deception would be too transparent. 

I have, therefore, confined my alterations t^e a 
very limited field. 1 have ventured sligntly to 
Amrlicise the name of the hero ; I have toned down 
tJiose jiassages in ivhicli tlicrc is any allusion to 
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religion ; and, finally, I have cut out a vast quan- 

s 

tity of bad language, Avliicli Germans, like parrots, 
evince a peculiar aptitude in picking up. 

With these sliglit exceptions, I may assume the 
merit of having rcn lered a faithful translation of 
the original work. 

L. W. 

Ki:xstngt()N, 3/arcJt. 
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CIIAPTEE L 

I>' WHICH WE INTRODUCE THE READER TO THE Hp^RO 
OF THE TALE. 

A ( Jemian colony in America. The old miser and his fosfcer son. 

Frank’s friends. A sorrowful parting. 

At no great distance from the little town of TTudson, 
on the i*iv('r of the same name in the United States, 
a colojiy of Germans established themselves some 
twt'iity years ago, and through industry and ])erseve- 
ran(*(' nearly all «f them enjoyt'd a certain degree of 
prosperity, stood in good/)dour tvdth the Americans 
of the vicinity, and lived with them in peace and 
amity, 

Tly the name of Americans wo mean, in tliis 
instan('(^, tlie white population of the country — tliat 
generation of Europeans, the produce of immigration, 
who had, long before our talb commenc(‘s, driven 
th(? red natives and former owners of the soil into 
tlu^ wild deserts of the fiir AYest. Tliese gentry term 
themselves, and somewhat pretentiously too, Ameri- 
cans par exceMcnce^ just as if America were^not an 
immense territory, and that, in addition to this part 
of the whole — in addition to the United States — it 
did not contain Canada and Mexico, the whole western 
B 
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coast range, Central and Soutb America, with Erazi], 
Chili, Peru, the La Plata states, and several other 
smaller kingdoms. 

We said just above, that nearlij all the members of 
tlie small colony enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, 
and it is to one of tlie minority tliat we must, in the 
first instance, introduce the reader. 

This was a very aged man, the first settler in the 
noiglibonrhood, and who, if the neighbours could be 
belj^vcd, must be immensely ricli, as he had sold the 
whole of his farm in small parcels for building pur- 
poses, and that too at an enormous price. IFi? asserted, 
however, that he had lost the whole of his fortune 
in unsnc('essful speculations, and he now lived in 
a poor little cabin, in such want and seclusion, that 
the neighbours at last — however much they might 
shako th(‘ir heads over it at first — ^were forced to think 
that the man was really as poor as ho stated. 

Kasjiar llothliayn — for tliat was his name — tho- 
roughly starved hihiself, fn the true sense of the 
term. AVhile his neighbours onjoyiMl — as is the 
custom in America — meat, and oth(*r nourisliing arti- 
ch^s of food, at hroakfixst, dinner, anti su])per, he 
ch(?wcd his dry bread, or, at the most, regah‘d himst'lf 
with a thin watcr-griiel, so tliat the settl'ers more than 
once assembled and proposed to give him redief, for it 
seemed as if he was on the point of dying from want. 
In such cases, however, proofs to the contrary were 
strangely discovered ; and there were men in the set- 
tleimmi who stated that old Rothhayn was richer thun 
all of tliom put together, but that he had buried his 
money in iron pots, instead of letting it serve as a 
blessing to mankind, by displaying it in the bright 
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sunshine, — in a word, that he was the richest old 
miser the world ever saw. 

This would have been all very well, if he had 
starved alone; in that case, the neighbours would, 
probabl}", not have troubled themselves miicli about’ 
him, fur he was uncourteous and harsh to e^'t^r^ body, 
and at times folk really fancied that he ev('u be- 
grudged them tlie sunshine, wliieh he was comja'lled 
to sliaro with them. But ho had a boy living witli 
him, wliosc parents liad di('(I years before in Aiiu'Nea, 
and wlio now stood all alone in the world, and far from 
eating the bread of charity with the old miser, was 
forc(*d to work from day break to niglit, whil(‘ earning 
Jiardly and sourly enough, the ^^ew crumbs which the 
old man almost counted out to him daily, with many 
a bitter re j broach, 

Bj brdak of day he was obligc'd to be up aiul 
prepare tludr scanty meal ; then start for the thdd, 
and cultivate the small stock of ve^etal)l(‘s which they 
required for the bare support of existence; and then 
tlu; old man was stern and unkind to him, allow(*d 
him no liben’ty, and scarcely any pleasun^ in the wide 
world. 

The neighbours would gladly have taken the indus- 
trious lad, and paid him excellcJit wag(\s for his labour ; 
but when the old man perceived anything of the sort, 
he would become Jiiucli kinder to him, would t(‘ll him 
that ht‘ must not leave him, as he was the soh* sup- 
port of his old age, and promised that when he died 
his boy should have all he had to leave — the little 
cabin and the garden. 

Frank, that was the bo3"’s name, was much too 
good tempered to bear any malice against the crabbed 
H 2 
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old man, and one kind word generally dissipated all 
the painful and cruel reminiscences which former 
scenes with his guardian had evoked. 

About two hundred yards from old Eothliajui’s 
'cabin, and only separated Irom it by a little wood, 
much overgrown with underwood, lay anotlier little 
farm, which also belonged to a German, Wolfram by 
name. Old AVolfram w^as, in some measure, the 
counterpart of his nedghbour Jlothhayn, even ii 3iot 
soytTavi/]g — or, if the neighbours were right — so 
rich as the latter; but he was ill-tempered and had 
scarce any friends, although it was a very pleasant 
custom in the settlement that the neighbours should 
visit each other at ttaes, talk about tlieir cro])s and 
manner of cultivation, and impart to one anoth.er 
many useful bints, which they liad learned from the 
large and valuable volunio of experience. And old 
llotlihayu bo hated more than any one else. 

AA^(»lfram had his family — wife and child and old 
grandim>ther — living AvitlrGiim, and the child was a 
little girl — such ;i pn'tty, dear little creature as ever 
had tlie blue sky above, and the flowe-r-enamelled 
earth beneath her ; and the mother loved tiie little 
being more tliau herself, and nursed and cherished 
her like the apple of her eye. But the father did 
not make much of her, was often harsh and unkind 
to her, and frequently said tint a girl wns of no 
use, either in the forest or the field, with the axe or 
with the plough. But in this he was quite wrong, 
for lUlen, though only nine years of age, helped 
activi'ly in the house whenever she could, and as far 
as her strength permitted; she carded wool and 
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spun, and was never so pleased as wlien slie could 
afford her parents any assistance. 

]^>ank and irdeii had not only been playmates 
from their earliest youth, but Wolfram’s wife loved 
the boy for his quiet, regular behaviour, almost as* 
much as if he were her own child. Nothing grieved 
her so much as to be obliged to see how badly the 
lad fared in the house of his old guardian, without her 
b(‘ing able to do anything by wliicli to improve his 
position. Old Wolfram, on the other hand, could^not 
bear the lad, although he had never given him any 
occasion for his enmity ; and this n'pugnance increased 
mor(‘ and more, as he saw that his wife loved Ei’ank, 
and lu‘ at last forbade the poor? lad the house, which 
had lately hecome to him more than his own home. 
The poor boy could no longer visit his good mother, 
as ho called Madame Wolfram ; and he could only 
chattt'r with Helen for a quartiT of an hour now and 
tlum, when he nic^t. her accidentally on the road, for if 
the father had noticed tUs after* his jirohibition, he 
would have been terribly angry. 

Tlius th^ii the IMay month arrived, and with it the 
period at which we will commence our story, when 
fh’aiik one morning met his little friend ; but ho could 
not s])eak with her, as her father was coming close 
behind her through the wood, and Hehm oidy found 
time to whisper him that he must come that afternoon 
to tlu'ir garden liedge, as she had something very sor- 
rowful to tell him, aud that she was going away to a 
large town. 

Trank stood quite speechless from dismay, until old 
AVolfrain’s harsh greeting brought him again to his 
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senses. He crept home all confused, and did not 
attend when old Eothhayn abused him for staying 
away so long, and robbing him of his time ; he only 
thouijht of the afternoon, when he would see his dar- 
ling little Helen for the last time, and was glad when 
the old man sent him on an errand to the neighbouring 
town, which would give him leave of absence at least 
till evening. If ho made haste, he could easily be back 
by the right time, and he really ran as if he liad com- 
mitj^ed some had action, and was trying to escape his 
own conscience — which, however, cannot be effected, 
not even if wo were able to fly through the air. 

Much sooner, then, than his guardiai) could have 
anticipated, ho had returned ; and when he bounded 
along tlic narrow path* through the wood, which l(‘d to 
Master Wolfram’s house, and met Helen at tlie gar- 
den gate, wlio strotclied out her little liand to him 
sorrou'fuily, and said, “ Good bye, Franlv !” — Ids hc^art 
grew so heavy that the tears filled Jiis eyes, and he 
would probably ha\\i criedi bitterly, had lie not been 
ashamed to let Helen see anything of the sort. 

I must go away from here, Frank,” said the little 
girl ; “ I’m going to live with a relation at Itocliester, 
and bo sent to school ; and when I’m grown up 1 
shall come ba(*k. — Good bye, Frank, till tlieii.” 

“ Good bye, Helen 1 ” Frank said, in reply; “but 
I’m very sorry you’re goingaway. I’ve a great mind 
to run away too.” 

“ 15e a good boy, Frank,” the little girl, however, 
said, auil it was a pretty sight to see her advising a 
lad so much older than lierself, “you will surely not 
leave the old man alone. My father often scolds me, 
even perhaps when 1 do not deserve it, but still he 
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loves me dearly, and I really believe I should die if 
any harm were to happen to him — and I’m certain 
that would be the case with your father if you left 
him. Still, I would not go away, unless my parents 
sent me,” she added in a whisper. 

“But you are much better than I am, Helen,” 
Prank said, “I will obey you, and when you come 
back, you shall hear how good I have been.” 

“'When I come back, I’ll bring you a present,” 
said II(ilen. Prank smiled through his tears, f(^ it 
seemed to him comical enough that the little girl 
meant to bring him, a great boy, something from 
town: still he squeezed her hand, and when slie with- 
drew it and said good bye onci more, promising that 
she would often think of him, he turned away Iroiii 
lier and walked slowly into the wood, for he was 
crying bitterly, and he could not have reprcsscal Ids 
tears, even if Helen had really laughed at them. But 
she did not laugfl. ; she walked slowly home, and was 
\’ery, very sorrowful — she tdid not* know exactly why, 
for was she not to come back again, when she had 
grown a gircat girl ! 
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CIIAPTEE IT. 

WTTAT HAPPENED TO FEANK IN THE WOOD. 

A. vjooA, T\iie o\(\ mail WviftH\v\9 woney. llic 

t^py. EraixV’H tvwVwivrd posiiioix awd Telwnv \\c>me. Pvot\i- 
hayn’H despair. The night excursion. The lost treasure. 
Death of the old man. 

Pranic wiilkocl, as wc said before, very, very son-ow- 
fully Iioinewards. He paid no attentloji to tlu: path, 
for he kjicnv every bush, and as it ocnnirred lo liiin 
that it miglit bo a little too early to present; hiieself 
A^eVore \\\s fat\^cr, ibr be bad run at a great spc'cd, bo 
seated b’nuself on a faWen tree beueatb tbe iVagraiA 
bushes — a7ul it did him an immensity of good, to be 
nblo to think hero, without fear of hitcrrupiioiij over 
all that now lay so heavy on his heart 
, lie had been seated here for about an houj\ and 
the sun had sunk deep in the west. Jn America, 
bowevor, tbe twilight is remarkably sbortf and night 
follows close upon the actual sunset : he dared not 
stay out long after dark, as his foster-lather woidd be 
angry with him ; and he was just rising to retiu’n homo, 
when he lu'ard a rustling, and di recti afterwards 
heavy footsteps in the yellow fallen leaves, drawing 
■nearer and nearer. 

At brat be was about to go away, not earing 
whetherr any one saw him here, when suddenly be 
remembered that the road to Hudson was in exactly 
the opposite direction from this wood^ and if his 
guardian heard that he had been wandering about 
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hero, he would receive harsh words, perchance blows 
— and l^rank feared the disgrace of a blow, more than 
the severest treatment and punishment. He, there- 
fore, remained quietly seated beneath the shade of the 
deus(^ buslies, intending to await the passing of the ’ 
accidental wayfarer, when he recognised through a 
small clearing, his guardian, who came panting on, 
with a syradc in his hand, and*a smaW, hut apparcntVy 
very lieavy, bag on his shoulder. He often stopped, 
either to rest Iiimself or to listen, for lie turned •'his 
lu ad ('autioiisly in ov(Ty direction, and thou continued 
his I'j stress, diirctt* toward Frank. 

H( had ah*('ady come so near, that Frank was on tlio 
poii)( of stepping forward and givihg up Iiimself uncon- 
ditioually to the old man — for he believed, and not in- 
coi I’oclly, tliat it would ho hotter to appear than he 
discovered hen' — when oldllothhayn suddiady stopped. 
Jus spado against a tree, and cautiously lifted 
6/j.' hag from his %houlder on to tho ground, as it 
soemod, w/t/j iho exertion (fC his utmost strength. It 
soumied exactly as if there were money in it, and 
Frank started at the sound — he did not know precisely 
why. 

Hothhayn allow’ed himself no time for rest, but bad 
hardly laid his tinkling burden on the ground, ere he 
first listc'iied cautiously for any suspicious sound, and 
tli('n dug a narrow, but deoj^ hole, in wdiieh ho thrust 
the bag, and carefully stamped down the earth again. 
AVheu this was done, he coWocted a\\ tho \\ttio c\oda 
of earth, as far as the darkness allow’ed him, which lay 
around, and might betray the fact that the ground had 
been recently disturbed. Then, drawing a couple of 
boughs over the spot, and destroying every trace 
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with the leaves, he shouldered his spade once more, 
and crept as quickly as he could home from the 
gloomy shade of tlje wood, for he was frightened at 
night even to cross tlie threshold of his door, and 
nothing would have induced him to go through the 
wood in the dark. 

“ AVhat could the old man have buri(?d there ? ” 
thought Frank, and remained motionless from sur- 
prise, long after the steps had died away- “ Money ? 
— it sounded like it ; but, gracious ! if he had so much 
money in copper cents, he would never starve himself 
so. Kails ? — but then, wFy should he want to bury 
tliem so secretly — nobody would steal them from 
him.” ' 

l^'rank rubbed his * forehead, and could not possibly 
account for the circumstance, when he suddenly fan- 
cied he again heard a rustling, and, on looking up, he 
had almost cried aloud from surprise ; for, on the 
same s])ot where his guardian had 'just been digging, 
now stood no one else than A\^olfram, ITelen’s father, 
regarding the spot attentively and the trees around ; 
and it was (‘asy of recognition, for a dead tree, 
which lay there, served as an excellent mark. Wdieii 
he had noted all carefully, he crept away into a thick 
busli, and Prank could distinctly hear him retiring 
slowly and as quietly as possible. 

Prank was petrified with surprise, and at one 
moment was almost inclined to jump out and tell the 
man that he had seen him, wdien the fear he always 
felt of ^Id AYolfram restrained him. What could he 
have said either, if the latter had asked him how he 
came to be there, and wdiat he w^as doing at night in 
the w^ood ? At last Prank sprang up in terror, and the 
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stealthy behaviour of the two old men, who detested 
one another so cordially, made him feel so uiicomfort- 
able, that he seized his cap, and bounded homewards 
through tlie wood, as fast as his . legs would carry 
him. 

On arriving at a short distance from the house, he 
hesitated ore he entered it, until it was perfectly dark : 
for lie felt so cxcit(>d, that he fancied the old man 
211 ust notice directly that something extraordinary had 
happened to him. And then, too, he did not retdly 
know what to do, whetlier to confess voluntarily what 
he had seen, or whetlier it would be better not to trou- 
ble himself about it, and so at least escape any inquiry 
as to wliat had taken him at sued! an unusual hour to 
such an unusual spot, llis good, upright heart, how- 
ever, li 11 ally gained the victory over all apprehensions 
about what might happen to himself; and when ho at 
last crossed the threshold, whose joyless sanctuary lie 
called his home, He had firmly determined on con- 
fessing evei'ything to the fild man. 3 Ic had done 
nothing wixmg, and, consequently, had no cause to 
feel asliameci, or shun the light. 

And } et he was compelled to force himself to execute 
this praise wortliy design, for old Eotlihayn was, on 
this evening, more quarrelsome than ever; would 
scai’cely hear how he had executed his commission at 
Hudson — for he had only sent him there to get him 
out of the way while he went to the wood — and then 
ordei’ed him to cut a piece of bread for supper and go 
to bed. 

Frank, though usually obeying every command so 
dutifully, hesitated— his heart beat audibly, and he 
knew not how to begin, until the old man at last 
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addressed him angrily, and lie saw that excuses and 
apologies would no longer avail him. But he had 
scarce mentioned that evening, and that he had been 
in the wood and had seen something, when old 
E/Otlihayn suddenly rushed at him with a fixed, horri- 
fied glance, seized him by the collar, and poured out 
such a flood of objurgations and questions, that Frank 
could not at first get a chance of speaking, and only 
tlio more confused the lialf-raving man by his partial 
rc^:elations. 

With immense difheulty Rothhnyn at length com- 
])rehcnded the meaning of the whole, that he had not 
only liad witness(is of his so carefully executed stra- 
tagem, but that somb one was still watching — and his 
hair stood on end at tlie thought — to rob him. Frank 
was no longer in doubt cither as to what the buried 
object W 41 S, for the miser rushed frantically up and 
down the little room, tore his hair, and lamented that 
all which he had been able to save by a life of self- 
denial had fallen* into tlie hands of a robber ; for 
Frank could not find the heart to mention the iiarao 
of Helen’s father, though burdened wnlh such a heavy 
cause of suspicion. At last, liovvcvcir, being tor- 
mented with the idea that this man might have meant 
harm, and that it could not have been accident alone, 
that had brought him so secretly and cautiously into 
the wmod, Frank advised his foster-father that it Avould 
be better to go back directly and secure the buried 
treasure, than leave it longer exposed to such a risk ; 
and iTe even offered to accompany liirn. The old 
man, however, at first rejected this offer, for two 
reasons. 

Above all, be distrusted the boy, who, be thought. 
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might have formed a design to get possession of his 
tn^asure, and now wished to discover the exact spot. 
It is the curse of all bad men to see, in every one that 
crosses tlieir path, the reflected image of their own ' 
heart, and to pass tlieir days in fear and susjiicion ; 
wliilc tlie good man trustfully looks in the lace of 
every stranger, and his path is strewn with flowers, 
that of the other man is beset with thorns. And 
tlion, again, even the hidden treasure W'as hardly a 
siifllcitMit motive to expel the fear which the foolish 
old man entertained of the gloomy wood. 

Jle was not afraid of ghosts — at least he said so, 
and often ridiculed such terrors ; — he knew, too, tliat 
the little wood could not serve as dliiding-])lace for any 
dangerous robber; but something in his bosom drove 
tlie blood ill an icy stream back to his heart, when ho 
found himself alone in the dark, and the consciousness 
that he had not acted in a way which he could account 
for hereafter causffd him, probably, to fear on earth 
that which men usually awaft before the throne of the 
Almighty. 

]^>ank, at iirst, stood all amazed before the old man, 
whom he had never seen in such a fearful and unna- 
tural state of excitement, and quite forgot to ask him 
how he had obtained this large sum of money so 
suddenly. But when the flrst excitement was passed, 
and tiie old man began to piu'ceivu that there was 
really not much time to lose if he wished to save his 
moniy, the fear of the loss grew' more powerful than 
that of any evil spirits. So, seizing the lad’s arm, 
w ith the spade in his hand, and a large knife in his 
waist-belt with which he meant to defend himself — 
he did not know against w'hom — he tottered in 
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feverisli liasto toward the wood, where he had buried 
his treasure in sucli an insecure place of concealment. 

On the road, too, and for the first time in his life 
that he had deigned to address the boy on sucli a 
subject, he told liim in a whisperiug, hoarse voice — he 
only spo]\(i tliat it might not feel so horribly silent all 
around,— that he ijitended to sell his little house, as 
it cost him tin) much money to keep it up, and take a 
room in some private dwelling. Ho had, therefore, 
buried his so carefully-acquired fortune — a bag of 
copper — without in the wood, for men were wicked, 
and confidence was no longer to be placed in any 
one. 

Ih’ank spoke not a word, but his heart ached when 
he heard tlie old man talking in this strain, and he 
only walked on the quicker, in order to laaich their 
destination as soon as possible. Old Hothhayn secnrual 
to hav(^ grown a little calmer through tlu' walk and 
conversation, or t'lse had become still more frightened, 
for he did not say much, "but frequently stopped, and 
peered out into the darkness. Nothing, however, was 
to be heard th(*r(^, save the inelancholy,<complaining, 
cry of the whip-poor-will, a spoKues of small night 
swallow, or the f(\arfully-sounding to-whoo of the 
owl, which, startled^ by the unusual visitors, fluttered 
deeper into the wood to recommence its concert. 

Prank, however, was perfectly acquainted with his 
road ; there was scarcely a hollow or fallen tre(^ which 
he could not recognise — many of them he had himself 
felled, — and so he walked on confidently in this appa- 
rent labyrinth, until they reached the little clearing 
where he had been sitting that evening, and had been 
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an involuntary witness of tlie concealment of tlie 
money. 

“ Here is the place,” the boy said suddenly ; and 
the old man tremMedin all his limbs at these words. 

“ AV^hcre — where ? ” he cried, and did not at lirst 
recognise the place which he had chosen, from its 
being, as he fancied, so secret and secure. Soon, 
however, he perceived ngninst the bright^ ntiirry sky, 
the old withered tree, which stretclied out its sapless 
branches like gigantic arms and claws; but, at ^he 
same tim(‘, feeling among tlie roots with his trembling 
hands, lie uttered a f(‘arful yell ; the hole was 02)en, 
the wood he had drawn over it removed, the earth 
had beiMi dug out, and the money had disappeared. 

“ Gone, gone, gone — all gone!^’ lie shouted, throw- 
ing himself frantically on the ground, and tearing his 
hair. ^‘Gom*! iny all, my life’s blood and joy! my 
gold, my gold, my gold! — Hut you know where it is.” 
He then sprang npf^uddenly, and flew at the horrified 
lad’s throat, W'hich ho clutched with*his bony fingers ; 
‘‘You must confess who stole it, even if I must drag 
out the st'crct from vou wdth vourlife.” 

I'Vank required all his strength to liberate; himself 
from the madman, for he was almost strangled ; but 
he did no! confess who the man was he had seen, for lie 
could not bear to betray the father of his little Helen, 
even though he was inclined to shed tears of blood 
at the tliought that he could be such a dreadfully bad 
man. “I believe I should die if any harm happened 
to him,” she had said, and these words ever sounded 
in his ears ; he did not hear anything the frenzied old 
man shouted. 
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Botlihayn’s strength, however, soon deserted him ; 
fear, fury, despair, with the unisual exertion during 
the day, might certainly have done their part ; but he 
suddenly loosed his hold of the boy, tottered back 
• a few steps, and then fell senseless to the ground. 

Frank attempted to bear him home, but for that lie 
was too weak ; he then fetched some water in his 
cap, batlied his temples with it, gave him a little to 
drink, and brought him to his senses, so lliat he rose 
siii/J slowly wnlkoil homcwnrHs. Eut he had scarce 
recovered suilicieiitly to realise the loss ho had 
sustained tliaii liis fj‘cnzy recommenced. Jit) accused 
Frank of the robbery, declared that he would give him 
in charge the next day, and force him to reveal his 
accomplices, and uttered such terrible blasphemy at 
the same time, that Frank at last felt quit.e alarmed, 
lie would have summoned assistance, but tlie old 
man would not let him leave the house ; and w bile he 
still yelled and complained, and cursed and blas- 
phemed, his face* grew^ gradually paler, his eye more 
glassy, his veins swelled as if about to burst, and 
when he threw himself once again oil the ground, 
tearing his hair and entwining his bony fingtTs, he 
suddenly sprang up, uttered a fearful yell, and fell 
back, his w hole length, upon the ground. 

lie was dead — and as Frank bent over him, and 
tried to recal him to life, and the old man becamo 
colder and colder under his bauds, at length ho 
comprehended that all help was here fruitless, and 
God had summoned the old man before his judgment- 
seat ; but that himself was left destitute in the w^orld, 
and could wander whither he listed, with his deep, 
bitter sorrow^ gnawing at his heart. 
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It is wonderful to notice liow equally on this earth, 
sorrows, sufForings, and pleasures are allotted to us poor 
mortals, each according to his strength. The young 
child experiences, in proportion to its own little heart, 
the same grief about a broken toy, as tlie man, whoso 
life’s hopes have been annihilated — at the moment, at 
least, it feels it equally deeply. The schoolboy, who 
lias not learned his lesson, frequently stands — though 
his heart may be so pure and innocent — with tlie same 
iivjr, the .‘.anje heniing heart, before his ftxnvnwg 
tonchcr^ ns the grown-up cvitniiml before his judge. 
With our years our strength increases; but our sorrows 
do not decrease — they grow with tliem. The broken 
toy is succeeded by the punishmeut of the school- 
master, the latter by the lirst parting from home ; and, 
as we grow older, ah ! then sorrows come in batta- 
lions, and we consider each the worst, with which 
God has chastened us, until the succeeding one 
teaclies us tliat we \fcre mistaken. Sorrows zx'semble 
tlu' wav(\s, wliich raise tlieir (S'ests menacingly against 
the sailor : those nearest ever appear the largest, and 
most da]ig(n^iis — fiirtlier back, they become smaller 
and smaller — until, in the extreme distance, the sea 
s(Hmis calm and gentle ; and yet they are all equally 
menacing and tremendous, and our vessel of life, 
guided by God’s hand, glides gently and safely over 
them. 
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CITAPTEE ITT. 

now PTIAKK' WEIVT OPT I>"TO THE WOE LI) TO SLEK 
Ills EOIITU^E, AIS’D WJIAT HE EOUM). 

Frank's prospeots, ITis flotornnnatioii io seek Ins fortune, 
^Meeting with a. stranger. A projmsition. Sheplierds real 
:iii(l ideal. Old Tom Brcndall. Hey for Brazil ! 

AYjten wo ait cozily and quiotly in our little room at 
liomo, and look out of the window, thoughts fi’equontly 
occur to us of foreign parts — of the wide, wide world, 
liow things may look out there, and what folk are 
doing ill them. And then perhaps may recur to us 
what wo have read and heard about them — that the 
])ersous there are cold and inhospitable, wTum we do 
not bring ])ockets full of money with ns — that each 
retires into his house, like a snail into its shell, and 
will leave us standing iif'the street with our thoughts 
and cares. AYe gaze then, perchance, at the blue 
mountarns on tbo horizon, so j'ar aAvay ?.hat they can 
scarcely be distinguished from the azure sky stretched 
out above tluan, and think that this chilling and foreign 
world commences there — there we should feel solitary 
and desolate*, wliile liere we know eveiy tree, every 
roof, and feel ourselves at homo in each street and 
lane. 

AVe do not at such time remember generally, that 
this woiTd, 1‘ancied so remote, commences with tlic tirst 
foots! cp we take from our own door — that it often lies 
on this side of that blossom-covered tree, wliose 
fragrance the evening breeze is wafting into our study. 
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C^irciiinstancos may .arise in wliicli tliS ground really 
disappears from beneath our feet, and where we enter 
a strange' world in our own home, and in those rooms 
Avliieli witnessed the frolics of our youth, and we fly 
in terror and despair from the places which have 
hillierto been so dear and sweet to us, because the 
liappy time is jRist, and the present has become so 
mournful. 

It was a similar feeling that assailed Frank Wild- 
man’s heart, when he cut his pilgrim’s staff out of^a 
yomig hickorv bush, and turned his face once again 
Inwards ihe spot wliich lill now had been his home, 
lie had not experienced much hji^^piness there; no 
loving motlier had fondled and earned for him, no kind 
l)alenial hand had indicated to him the path on which 
lu‘ would have to perforjii his life’s pilgrimage; ho 
left: no brotlu'r or sister behind in the desolate rooms — 
oidy an old man, who had frequently been harsh, 
unkind, and unjust to him. Bui the old man now 
lay ill there stark and dead upon his hard couch — the 
liousc Avliicii had hithc'rto afforded him a shelter was 
sold, for the meuvs of the death had scarce become 
known ere the purchaser arrived. Prank now clearly 
understood why the old man had buried his money in 
the wood, and felt that, even bidUre he had crossed 
the threshold, lu^ stood alone and friendless in the wide 
world. 

]Many of the neighbours certaiidy offered to take 
him into their service — they knew what a good work- 
man he was— hut be d(^clined their offers. After 
what had happened, he would not have remained in 
tlie settlement, if they had oflered him the daintiest 
luxuries served up on gold plate. 
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The jury haG brought in ii verdict of “ Died of 
apoplexy/' but no one know what had caused it; and 
Drank, wlio could have furnished an explanation, 
thought of his poor Helen, and said not a word. 
With his little bundle he walked forth, and when he 
reached the wood, from whose verge he could survey 
his former home for the last time, he seated himself 
on a stone, and looked for a long time across at the 
little gloomy cabin, till the heavy tears rolled down 
his pallid cheeks. 

But all has its season — grief and joy, sorrow and 
mourning ; and when the boy had cried heartily, and 
so cleansed his bospm from all that oppressed it, — and 
wliich he really did not yet comprehend, — he rose, 
threw his bundle once more on his shoulder, and with- 
out casting another glance back, walked boldly on- 
wards, when the novelty that surrounded him soon 
drove the melancholy pictures from his mind, and 
dried the tears on his cheeks. 

But whither should he go ? Jle had started from the 
village with no settled determination ; he only wanted 
to be away from it, he cared not ^Yhe-re, so that he 
lel't it far beliijid liim. But as he was now on a high 
road, he looked around him to sec whithei* it led, and 
sc(?mcd eventually quite satislied with his choice, 
when he found that he liad the beautiful Itiver Hud- 
son at his side, and \vas following its course toward 
the sea. 

As the boats with their snowy sails glided athwart 
the sun-glistening river, what a soft and grateful 
scene it presented, especially when the dusty road 
ran along by its side ! 

“ I wish 1 could sail too, on board such a vessel ! 
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he said, half aloud to himself ; and ho started in sur- 
prisc, when a voice close beside him responded to the 
scarcely expressed wisli with a hearty, ‘‘And why not?” 
Prank had ])('eii so occupied with gazing on tlio 
yarious yessols, that he had not noticed & seafaring 
jnau leajiiiig against a young oak by the roadside, 
and, as it seemed, examining, with a sliort telescope he 
lield in his hand, the vessels sailing up and down the 
riv('r, or lying at anchor by the dillerent wdiarves. 

Ami why not, inv boy?” the man repc'atgd, 
when Prank slopped and looked up in his face ; if a 
man feels a longing for sj^lt water, he must not tiy 
to conquer his nature, and crawl about on dry land; 
that’s never any good.” 

“ Yes, but J only meant to saif down the river, so 
that I might g('t on quicker,” vsaid the boy. 

Only sail as a passenger ?” the seaman exclaimed, 
and threw uj) his head contemptuously — for sailors 
goiK'rally detc'st passengers, who only cause them 
trouble and annoyance, and ifliderstand nothing about 
the sea — “ merely as a passenger ? hang it ! I should 
have taken yc^u for something better. AVhat country- 
man are you ? ” 

“ A (xeriiian,” said Prank, 

“ .But you speak good English.” 

1 came over here with my parents wPen quite 
young.” 

“And your parents?” inquired the seaman, who 
s(‘enied to lake an intc'rest in the lad. 

“ Are both dead, long ago,” said Prank, mourn- 
fully. 

“ And they treated you badly at home, and you 
want to see the world ? Don’t know, I suppose, where 
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to go to ?” asked the seaman again, and walking up 
to rrank, who bowed his head sorrowfully, he laid 
his hand on his shoulder. 

The boy sigh(;d, for the stranger’s word struck a 
sorrowful chord, but the sailor, who fancied his suppo- 
sitious confirmed by it, continued laughingly, 

‘‘Head u]), my boy, head up: sunshine always 
comes after a storm, is a good old proverb, and it’s a 
bad wind that blows no one any good. Do you sec 
tluit pretty little vessel at anchor there — the one with 
the white stripe. Tou can sail aboard her, if you like, 
and Jiot as a dirty passenger, but as one of the crew, 
as a l)i'avo sailor, which, I expect, some of these days 
you will be.” 

“ Eut 1 understand nothing about the sea,” said 
Prank, half frightened and half pleased ; for when wo 
arc out in the world among strangers, the sliglitest 
offer of em])k)yraent or shelter afi(.)rds us a species of 
self-confidence and satisfaction. Lut here was opened 
to the lad a prospect of gain, a certainty of a vocation, 
of which, it is true, he had more than once thought, 
and wliich ])ossesses so much attractiem, especially 
for a youthful mind. 

It is always the case with us poor mortals — gene- 
rally whc]i we are young, but at times in our riper 
years — that we only see the bright side of any distant 
employment, and long to be within its sphere. How 
idyllically, for instance, has a pastoral life alwjiys been 
reprcsent(‘d ! Under the idea of an arcadian shepherd 
Vi e picture to ourselves a young and very handsome 
man, who, in a straw hat and streamers, with the 
pastoral staff in his hand, reclines on a grassy bank, 
playing the flute or clarionet. Shepherdesses we 
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(inly ]iav(‘ an opportunity of seeing at masked balls 
and in pictures, in wliicli they wear gay and short 
dresses, are elegant beings, with straw hats and rib- 
bons, and a little happy frolicking dog by their side : 
tluy wt‘ar satin shoe% and eitlier weave garlands, or 
pluck a llower to pieces. The only shepherdess I 
t V('r rc'ally saw in my life T found in Australia, and 
slie was v(‘ry fat, had on a cotton cloak, an old wea- 
tlu'rheatcai man’s hat, thick cow'-hide shoes, and 
carried an umbrella instead of a crook. 

lnst('ad of blowing the flut(‘, our shepherds kmt 
hi Lie woolltm stockings, and probably earn the most 
wearisome brc'ad of any men in tl^e Avhole world ; for 
tluy lie the whole day on the ^various troughs or 
Jrontier stones, and wait till their sheep have eaten 
tlu'ir till. 

So it is with tlic sea; — when W'e stand on the shore, 
see the glistening snails skimming the Avide blue ex- 
])ause, and possess a slight j)Ower gf imagination, so 
that- Avo can fancy the graceful boat Btopj)ing in far 
distant Avaters, on the palm-shadowed coasts of the 
South -Sea Inlands — see the brown Indians tiocking 
up curiously, and exchanging precious rarities for 
iron nails and pieces of looking-glass — then our hearts 
lint ter, and Ave say to ourselves m a gentle Avhisper, 
“ Oh ! would I could sail across the wide, open sea, 
to those lovel}^ islands! Oh I how glorious must it be 
to dance on the heaA'ing wa\'es ! ” — But on a nearer 
vii'Av, oh! all that becomes contracted, and the bright 
side ot‘ a sailor’s life only resembles at last the little 
glow'- worms in a dark bush ; or the salt water itself, 
Avhich on a dark night glistens and sparkles beneath 
us, but, Avhen brought on deck in a bucket, only emits 
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a few faint scintillations. The. stateliness of the ship 
is soon lost on board in a most unpleasant scent of tar, 
and an inextricable confusion of ropes and spars, 
which at first appear to the landsman like an entangled 
ball of string; and the hcavii^ of the vessel— oh! 
how wretched and miserable it makes him feel, and 
how he longs to be back again on land, to be able to 
admire the majesty of the sea from terra firma. 

Prank, however, saw nothing of this back-ground ; 
the sea appeared to him one huge, strange, and yet un- 
solved enigma ; and the more mysterious the confusion 
of spars and ropes seemed to him, the more he ft ‘It 
attracted to try his strength u})on them, and to rush 
forth with swelling sails — ho carted not whither. Jlis 
‘‘I understand nothing of the sea” w'as, consequentlj", 
a partial assent, though he was unconscious of it. 

^‘You’ll soon learn, my boy ! ” the sailor laughed, 
and tapped him again on the shoulder, somewhat more 
roughly than on the previous occasion ; “ you’ll soon 
learn. Others have coiho, who had less motlier-wit 
than you, and knew as little of salt water, and they 
have growji as lu'arty tars as ever manned a ship. 
There’s nothing wdiich cannot be learned, and it’s no 
art to be a sailor, though at starting you must catch 
liold with both hands. But wo lead a joll}^ free lifi', 
on the blue water out there ; a life which wall please 
you, and when you’ve been half a year wath us, 1 don’t 
believe you’d go on firm land again, to cut dowai trees 
and turn up the soil, if they oflTered you bags of 
money, — so, will 3m u agree ? ” 

Prank looked in the man’s face, and regarded him 
for the first time more closely ; for the vessel itself, to 
which he had been so suddenly invited to trust his 
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future destiny, had, till now, almost exclusively com- 
manded his attention. 

lie was a broad-shouldered, sliort man, with brown 
ciii’ly hair, and muscular arms and hands : he was 
dressed in the usual sailor’s garb, a blue jacket, wide 
white trousers, and a low broad-brimmed straw hat, 
from whieli a black ribbon fluttered. His broad flxce, 
too, Avore an expr(?ssion of sti’aight-forwardness and 
goodluiiHOur, but liis overhanging eyebrows imparted 
to it a look of craftiness and almost of treachery. • 

Frank himself was, however, much too open and 
honest to suspect any one of being different from liim- 
S('lf. ^Jlie man certainly meant lyonostly by him, for, 
of what advantages would deceit be to him ? Ho per- 
ceived, too, that the sailor was quietly smiling at his 
h(\sitation, and fancied, perhaps, he was afraid: — no, 
in trutli, the man of the M'aves should not imagine that 
he could bo fi’ightcned at anything, and his determina- 
tion was formed. 

“ Done ! ” ho cried, and took the sailor’s hand. 
“ I’ll bo a sailor, and a good one too, and will go to 
sea whenevA* you like; I’ve nothing to wait for on 
land:” he then added, in a gentler tone, “ and the 
sooner we are off the better.” 

Halloo! is there any omi after you, my boy?” 
laughed the other, as ho shook his hand heartily, or, 
at least roughly — two things which are often con- 
founded in this world ; “is stem justice at your heels, 
or a sev(Te master, whom you’ve given leg bail ? — 
never fi^ar, niy bo^g I’ll get you out of it, even if the 
whole city of New York was after you. Old Tom 
Hrendall ” 

“ Yo, no, no!” Frank cried, who had not been 
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able to speak before, and Avas ]io\v seriously alarmed 
lest his new principal ini^ht consider him a wicked 
boy, although that did not appear to troiibh^ him 
much ; “ no, 1 have committed no crime, and have 
run away Iroin nobodj’' ; I can look ever}' body boldly 
in the hice ! ” 

“ Indeed ! ” said the sailor, rather anxiously, and 
looked searchingly in his face, as if tj'ying to see to his 
very heart; hut Frank hojv his glance, ajul his briglit 
blue eye was iixed firmly and conlldcutly on the 
sailor's swarthy countcmanco. 

All right, then, my hoy I Tom Brondall at length 
remarked, tliat w^s said honestly and bravely, and 1 
hope that we shall be good fj*icnds. But now, come,” 
he added, as he held his telescope on(;e again to his 
eye, and quickly examined the surrounding countjy. 

Come, it’s time for us to weigh anchor, for my inate 
has twice given mo the signal to come aboard : and 
what’s your name^f^ ” 

“ Frank Wildman ! ” ' 

“ Frank ! — a grand name, indi'ed ! ” laughed the 
AAidvce; ^‘su})})ose we call you Bill, that sounds bc'tter.” 

“ .[ would rather be called by my proper name,” 
Frank replied. 

“ Ha! ha! ha! ” laughed the seaman, “ they might 
call me what they liked, except too late for dinner — but 
there’s the signal again, and as dinner is ready, we won’t 
sto]) any longer. So now, Frank, take a good look at 
the country around us, for we shall for a long while 
liave nothing but the blue sea to look at, till aa e make 
the land again.” 

“And Avhere are wc bound for?” Frank asked 
Avith very pardonable curiosity. 
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For Erazil!” was the reply, and the old man 
walked with a merry w'histle down tlie lull towards 
11 le sehooiK'r, not to let his dinner get cold. 

To Brazil ! it was just as if an electric spark had 
shot tlirougli the hoy’s limbs, on hearing that word. 
Jle had had at home an old book, Avhich described a 
voyage to Brazil, and adventures, met with or invented, 
iji that country, and if there was any ])art of the world 
which he had paint(‘d in all the glowing colours a 
yontliful fiiiicy summons up, it was this. And l^o^\, 
in the sanu* hour, when he had stood d(‘spondijig 
0/1 the threshold of his home, and kiunv not a\ hen* to 
bend his steps — accident ](‘d him — but no, it could 
]]ot hc‘ accident, it must be destiny — his good Ibrtuno 
led him gently and softly to a* spot which he had 
longi'd to visit from his earliest youth, and the future 
lay CApanded b(‘fore him, as bright and wai’m as it had 
ap})eared to him but a few hours before overcast and 
gloomy, lie, thei^fore, followed his leader with light 
ste})s down the slope, ami soon ’after was carried 
aboard the schooner, which, though not very large, 
was roomy i^ud handsome. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE SOCIETY AIs'J) OCCUPATION PltANK TO UNI) IN 
HIS NEW HOME. 

Introduciiori to tlie mate of the Turtledove. Frank has his 
new duties exjdained to him. The American character. 
Description of the crow. The ])leasures of the ocean. Ciesar, 
flic black cook. Jjife on board a ship. Arrival in Lrazil. 

“ TIalloo, captain, wbat young lubber is that you’re 
bringing aboard ? ” was the first greeting that echoed 
across the dock — almost before the new comrade had 
planted his foot on the first plank. Prank looked up iu 
alarm, and the face which belonged to this address in no 
way seemed to tone down the sharp and almost con- 
temptuous meaning that lay in these coarse words. 
The voice belonged to a brawnv sun-hurnt man, whose 
black, curly, almost woolly ,^imir gave him the appearance 
of a 31 ulatto. Ills eyes were deep set in their cavities ; 
his thin lips were noiv parted by a species of grin, 
wliieli did not render his face any tlu) more pleasing, 
and displayed two rows of brilliantly wlutc teeth ; 
while his naked, muscular, arm, with a pair of fists 
attached, which looked as if they could fell an ox 
at a single blow, were covered with hair, like a bear’s 
paw. 

Lightly dressed, like the other sailors who were 
lounging on deck, be only wore a shirt and trowsers 
of thin cotton, with a red woollen waistcoat ; on his 
head a low-crowned, oil-skin covered, straw hat, and 
had neither shoes nor stockings on ; but he appeared 
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to address tlie captaiu with a certain degree of fami- 
liarity, and to bo of higher rank than the rest, which 
was proved by his occupation of tlie quarter-deck, 
lie was leaning with both his arms on the taffrail, and 
moving a plug of tobacco from one cheek to the other, 
wbicli was no additional ornament to his fearfully 
ugly lace. 

A young recruit, who, I hope, will do us honour, 
Elighton,” said Tom Brendall, or the captain, as we 
shall in luture call him for brevity ; “ he is tired oHife 
ashore, and wants to see strange countries and people.” 

“And we arc going to undertake his education, 
eh?” said Mr. Elighton, and a broad grin spread 
across his lace. 

“ AV^e’ll do our best, Elighton,” laughed the captain ; 
“ but now to work : have the crew dined ? ” 

“ An hour ago ! ” said the mate, for Mister Elighton 
occupied this post on board the Turiledove. 

“ Well, then, l(?fc them w'eigh anchor and employ 
the slight brezee there is t(f run down the river. AVe 
will in the meantime go belo^v and dine, and you, 
Trank, will ijoine with us to-day ; I will explain to you 
what you will have to do, for you will bo our steward 
or cabin-boy. Presently you can take charge of the 
glasses and plates the other scoundrel before you has 
not broken, and commence your duties as soon as you 
like. As for your wages, we will not settle that just at 
present ; if we agree, I give you my word that you 
will be satisfied, and if we don’t agree, why then you 
w on’t have to repent the time you spent on board the 
Tm'tledove, and we shall part, 1 hope, as good friends 
as we met.” 

. Prank w as soon at w'ork : he took his little bundle 
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below, where the captain showed him his bunh, and 
after a good dinner, consisting of every possible 
dainty, the bla(jk cook, whose name was Cnpsar, and 
who liad lately been performing the functions of 
steward, was ordered to initiate him into the myste- 
ries of his art — that is, sl)ow him, whore all the varions 
provisions and li(piids were stowed away in the most 
wonderful little corners and lockers, whoso dooi’s 
were in the flooring, in the deck overhead, and fre- 
quently in the bulkheads. II is work was not very 
laborious — he only had to wait in the cabin, k('ep 
the crock cry clean and tidy, as well as an account of 
wdiat was expended, for wdiich purpose all the bottled 
wine and brandy, as well as boxes of preserved vc'ge- 
tables and meat, were entrusted to him. But the 
smell of tar was at first rather unpleasant, as wdl as 
sleeping in the narrow, confined buidi, after bi'ing 
used to the airy rooms ashore, and on the first evening 
ho took his bed, consisting of a moss-filled mattress, on 
deck.. Hut at midnight lu? was forced to rc'tii’o much 
quicker than he had come up, for it suddenly bi'gaii 
to rain, as if a cloud had burst, .and the dock was 
flooded. 

The first few days passed very pleasantly, and the 
consciousness of having entered on a new mode of 
life, and of now standing in some measure inde- 
pendent in the world, helped him over the few un- 
jdeasaiitnesses of his position, such as confined space, 
th(i smell of tar, and the society around ]jim, winch 
did not please him quite so wx*ll as he had at first 
fancied, — ^let him ascribe as much as lie liked to the 
novelty of his position. 

Tlie skipper, though somewhat rough and coarse, 
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seoined to be tlic best of the whole crew ; lie was a 
tru(3 A'aiikce, though not so long and thin as these 
gentry geiK'rally arc; but, as already stated, sonie- 
wliat sliort and stout: a seaman certainly by trade, 
blit not for a moment belying the trader, who tries 
lo derive the ijiiiekest and greatest possible profit 
from everything tliat ofiers ; and he in noway dis- 
grai't'd tlie specnlative, at times over-speculative, 
and r(‘gardless character of his countrymen. 

Hut you must not be surprised, dear reader, tljat 
Frank, afti'r so short a stay on board, had already 
Jbrmed such a comprehensive opinion of the character 
of his ca[)iain. He belonged to a class of men with 
vliom hraiik had frequently come in contact on the 
Hudson, and who, dispersed over all the states, 
always rmnain the same, whether piloting a ship 
from one port to another, or carrying clocks into the 
most distant territories of the AV^est in their little 
waggons ; whether^they deal in pills and salves, or 
silver sjioons. 'Jhis species •of Yankee never denies 
the breed ; thidr character is, as it were, formed in one 
mouhl, and o£ such an elastic nature, that if held down 
ten times in succession, it always springs up again as 
fresh as ever, and tlie person w'e arc describing recom- 
mences lift', after a blow' which W'ould have eternallv 
anniliilati'd a quieter man, with such active courage as 
if, still a young man, he were entering on life wuth the 
fairi'st pi-ospects. ^Jdiis is an elasticity of temperament 
which, if direct t‘d to good, can bring forth the fairest 
fruit, but if diverted to the wrong path, is capable of 
driving a man to the most horrible deeds, for which he 
over finds a sufiicient palliative in his own mind. Firm 
and undaiuTted, but also perfectly calm and never 
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tormented by the stings of conscience, he goes 
through life till he has gained his terrestrial object — 
a large fortune dnd tlie prospect of ending his days as 
a gentleman, perhaps as the patron and supporter of 
some religious sect. 

Frank, however, could not so rapidly form his 
opinion of the mate, who united 'wdth his rough sea- 
man’s nature so much cunning and wickedness — and 
Frank could not lielp disliking the man from their 
lir§t meeting — and, at the same time treated him at 
one moment so kindly and directly afterwards so 
contemptuously, tliat he could not reckon him up, 
and changtKl his opinion hourly, as to whether he -was 
his friend or foe. At any rate, the young ftdlow felt 
that it would not require much to enkindle a tre- 
mendous enmity, and he therefore determined very 
sensibly to avoid most carefully every thing that might 
lead to it ; for the mate is the second personag() on 
board a vessel, and even if he couid not do him much 
good, he^cpuld cause liiin an immensity of hajcm. 

The rest of the crew consisted of rough fellows^ 
men from the lowest dregs of society, and that is 
saying a good deal in America, where, in addition to 
the thousands of worthy and honest workmen or well- 
to-do farmers, who annually immigrate, every country 
of the world sends a portion of its canaille over, who 
are considered honest and resjjectable, until the old 
sore breaks out again, and fresh crimes bring gene- 
rally a severe punishment on the offender. 

Here on board of the Turtledove an extract of all 
such elements seemed to be collected, for a greater 
number of hang-dog faces Frank had never before 
seen in so small a space. They were not all Ameri- 
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•cans, for there were a couple of Irishmen, a Scotch- 
man, and three Spaniards among them. They were, 
he was glad to find, very friendly with him, and, how- 
ever much they might curse one another, no one ever 
uttered a harsh word to Erank. The honest boy at 
first ascribed this solely to their good-temper — the 
roughest men have often the best hearts, and it would 
be wrong to judge of a man by the garb in which he 
clothes his thoughts. But here, selfishness seemed 
rather to be the motive than anything else, for he 
had the distribution of the grog, and the person 
intrusted with this duty always plays an important 
]:)art among the crew on board a vessel. In addition, 
the steward has it in his power, especially on long 
voyages, to procure the crew a Variety of comforts ; 
then why should they not be at least on friendly 
terms with him ? 

Prank, however, knew but little or nothing at all of 
all this : he was satisfied, after the mate had been 
abusing him for half-an-houi» at a stretch, in hearing 
a couple of pleasant words, and seeing smooth faces 
in 11 le forecastle — he did not ask their cause. 

' The Turtledove appeared to be in considerable hurry 
though, for she only stopped long enough in Hew 
York to liavo her papers put in order, and then stood 
immediately out to sea. 

Of the first eight days of their voyage Prank knew 
nothing ; he remembered that they had very rough 
weather at starting, and that the sea had run very 
high, but that was all. Afterwards, dark pictures 
rose before him, — how he had been kicked about on 
deck by the mate, had lain miserably in every comer 
of the schooner, and wished himself dead. It seemed 
D 
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to him, that one day he had fallen down the companion 
■with a basket of plates, and had remained lying where 
he fell : then, that he had afterwards gone forwards, 
and had been washed back by a wave. But all this 
floated in hazy, obscure pictures before his mind, and 
the misery of the week, during which the sea-sickness 
had seized upon him and shaken him with all its 
strength, could not be described. 

During this time the cook was obliged to perform 
hi§ duties, for, although the mate had at first tried to 
compel him to keep on his feet, it was at last of no 
use, especially when the poor boy came in contact 
with provisions. 

The cook was a light-coloured mulatto, with curly, 
woolly hair, and a perfect negro physiognomy. Proud 
of his origin, he, in fact, despised nothing so much as 
a real negro, whom he regarded more as a brute than 
a human being, and, in consequence, was often having 
angry quarrels with one of the •'’sailors, a full-blood 
Congo negro : the two were always engaged in active 
or passive hostilities. 

"Now the reader may, perhaps, find it strange that, 
of all persons, a mulatto, whose mother was a negress, 
should bear such animosity against the race of his pro- 
genitors ; but, strange to say, this is almost always the 
case in nature, and in the negro wars which have 
desolated many islands — for instance, Hayli, — mu- 
lattoes and negroes were ever the most embittered 
against each other, and gave way to the most fearful 
barbarity. The mulatto hates, more especially, the 
remembrance of his descent, displayed in the despised, 
oppressed race ; and the negro spurns his renegade 
cousin, who is so proud of his white blood. It is just 
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- the same as with the wolf, who has no fiercer and mdpe 
dangerous foe in the forest than his descendant, the 
wolf-dog. 

A\^heii Frank came to himself again, they were far 
out on the high sea ; nowhere could land be distin- 
guished, and only here and there a white dot on the 
horizon interrupted the monotony of the silent voyage. 

ere Frank had one of his errors, as regards the life 
of sailors on board ship, corrected, for if he had fancied 
that the latter, as soon as the ship was under 'way, 
would have nothing to do but sit down and sail- 
on wards, he discovered now that in nowhere on 
land is there more and a greater variety of labour 
than on board ship. So long as it lies in harbour, the 
crow have plenty of work in storiifg away cargo, taking 
ill water and provisions, and in procuring the iieces- 
sari(‘s for a lengthened voyage. But the vessel is 
scarcely out to sea, when the regular labours of the 
seaman commence, t^ hich, though confined to so small 
a space, include nearly everj^thing, lor which on ierra 
fu'ma we should fancy we must apply to so many dif- 
ferent workn^en. 

In the first place, the anchors, which are hanging 
at the bows, are taken in and fastened securely on 
deck, so that they may not be shifted by the rolling of 
the vessel, and do it any injury. Then the chain 
cables are carried down into the hold, for too much 
weiglit on deck causes the ship to sail badly ; then the 
ship is cleaned, and frequently, when the weather is 
fine, fri'shly painted inboard ; and the operations on 
the sails and ropes commence, which, like ploughing 
and manuring with the agriculturist, never cease the 
wliole year round, let as many of the crew as you. 

D 2 
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please be engaged on them. Old sails must be 
repaired, new ones made and bent, and sailors usually 
understand this task ; ropes must be looked after and 
tarred; the standing rigging is most carefully inspected, 
and the shrouds and sta3^s are, if necessary, tightened, 
and the masts thus rendered more secure. When all 
this is finished, the crew pick oakum, and twist spun 
yarn upon small salving-sticks, in order to have these 
ropes ready to fixsteii round various portions of the 
sfcapding rigging, and so protect it against the friction 
of the sails, or rubbing against each other. 

The regular watches are kept all the time, and 
while one part of the crew is below, the remainder is 
up and awake, for the ship sails both by night and 
day. Some one, tod, must always stand at the wheel, 
and keep the ship’s head in accordance with the 
compass. 

Trank, however, had little to do with all these 
matters ; ho w^as engaged exclusively in the cabin, 
except that he had to help the cook in washing up 
after meals, and in threatening weather he had to go 
aloft once or twice, and help to ree4 or furl the 
sails. 

The vessel belonged to a large class of Yankee 
schooners, wdiich, starting from North America with 
a cargo of potatoes, onions, and all possible northern 
productions, seek the tropical countries and manage 
to dispose of them profitably, cither for money or 
money’s worth, and do a famous trade, if no accident 
happens to them. It may be conceived, that they do 
not always adhere to the strict letter of the law, for 
those very articles w hich are prohibited in any coun- 
try generally fetch the best price, and wTat brings 
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the best price is naturally that which the traclei^ 
are glad to dispose of, even if they dare not do it 
publicly. 

The voyage itself was effected quickly and success- 
fully : on the thirtieth day they crossed the equator, 
and Trank was a witness of the frequently described 
visit of Neptune. They then sailed with light 
winds in the direction of the Brazil continent, which 
they sighted on the fiftieth day after leaving the 
Hudson. • 

On the next morning all were busy on board. Man 
is, after all, a terrestrial animal, and longs to tread on 
firm ground once more, especially after a long 
passage, even though he has eyjoyed, during the 
whole voyage, all the possible comforts and luxuries 
of his former life. How much more must that have been 
the case here, wlien tlie crew were beginning to grow 
heartily tired of sqjt junk and potatoes, and were 
longing for tlie beautiful tropical ffruits and fresh 
meat. 

The crew, however, had sufficient cause to be jolly, 
.for before th^m lay extended in all its majesty the 
fairest coast range of the whole immense American 
continent; and while the precipitous, boldly cut moun- 
tain masses of the interior camt^ out sharply and 
clearly against the azure sky expanded over them, 
dense forests extended in gloomj", wdldly interlaced 
masses almost dowui to the yellow beach, over wdiicli 
the waves foamed, and the waving summits of the 
beautiful cocoa-palms peered out above them, and 
gave the whole landscape a peculiar character, most 
refreshing to the eye of a northerner. 

Trank, especially, was quite delighted with all that 
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surrounded liim, — the magnificent, wondrous verdure 
on the shore ; the placid mirrorlike sea with sw arms 
of sportive fishes, which frequently emerged entirely 
from the w^ater-, tlie numerous white sails which 
glided up and down the coast sought the port, or else 
stood out to sea; the extraordinary fishing boats, 
which they saw^ here for the first time, simple rafts 
w ith a matting sail, w hich the waves frequently broke 
over : all this delighted and enchanted him, and he 
w^ould not have quitted the bows of the vessel, wdiere 
he had seated himself on an anchor, had not duty, in 
the shape of the mate, called him back to his labours 
in the cabin. 

The latter received him with a storm of abuse for 
gaping around him, instead of going to bis w^rk ; he 
had not been shipped only to open his eyes, and ho 
would have time enough, and more than he w ould like, 
to stare at the mountains in front of them. Tliis 
last remark calmed Frank the most: the captain, 
therefore, intended to stay some time here, and let 
him go ashore, and he went with still greater zeal to 
w'ork, in order not to excite the displeasure of one of 
his officers at the moment when he had reached the 
portals of liis fairy palace, and be punished by confine- 
ment on board. 

Tow ard midday the Turtledove had drawni so close 
to land, that the houses could be distinguished as they 
lay embowered among the dark green foliage, and 
even the forms of the negroes, who moved about in 
tlie skirts of the forest. A little stream here poured 
dowm from the mountains through a deeply cut and 
gloomy ravine, and the crew soon found that their 
captain must intend to enter its mouth ; he steered at 
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'least directly for it, and tlie only precaution he eu*?^. 
ployed, was to station a man in the chains with a short 
hand-line, wlio cast the lead now and then, to examine 
the bottom, as it grew gradually shallower. 

The little scliooner, however, was built for such 
rivers. She was broad and did not draw mucli water, 
altliougli sea-going vessels must have always a certain 
depth, lest tliey should be capsized by a sudden gust 
of wind. ]Vor was she so heavily laden as vessels 
usually are that only carry freight to a certain plq^cc, 
and, consequently, take in as much as tliey can stow, for ' 
thej get paid more for every ton they carry. Tom 
Brendall had only taken a light cargo of articles he 
considered useful for the barter trade, and he knew 
what sort of goods wore the best for the purpose. 
Tom Brendall was not visiting this coast for the first 
time. 
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CHAPTEE Y. 

HOW TOM BEENDALE COMMENCED TEADING, AND 
C^SAE THE COOK QUITE ALTEEED HIS OPINION 
ABOUT NEGEOES. 

A comfortable berth. Tropical fruits and visits from the 
, negroes. Caesar s altered behaviour. Frank is allowed to 
land. Description of the vegetation and the scenery. Frank 
has an idea. He communicates it to old Tom Brendall. 
The cook has a trip on shore. The captain visits the 
governor. Frank Is set to keep watch. 

Neaeee and nearer they drew to the land; it seemed 
almost, as if the forest-clad coast rose higlier and 
higher from the sea, and as the thin diaphanous 
vapour, which had till now hidden the land like a 
veil, was dissipated and disappeared in the depths of 
the forest, all came ouf clear and distinctly. Yes, 
while Prank perceived no motion in the vessel, and on 
the w’ater there was scarcely an object ivhicli told of 
their progress, it seemed almost as if the coast opened 
its arms wider, closed them slowly but surely around 
them, and then suddenly dragged them, as if by magic, 
into the very heart of the forest. 

Prank had gone below, after casting a glance around 
on the clear mirror of the sea, and the sw arm of fish- 
ing boats that surrounded them, and when he came 
on deck hardly a quarter of an hour afterwards, the 
cable was running out. The Turtledove bad taken up 
such a position in the little stream, that the prospect 
of the sea was interrupted by a low promontory, and 
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' her bowsprit, in the actual sense of the word, waSr 
imbedded in a thicket of guiavas, which covered the 
.edge of a steep slope, and was overshadowed by tall, 
w aving, cocoa palms. 

Thus, while the vessel lay in perfect safety in deep 
water, it would be a very easy task to reach the land 
by running out on the bowsprit, or to come on board 
in the same way. 

Frank wondered, why the “old man ” — as captains 
are generally termed on board — had chosen such a 
curious place for anchoring, but Tom Brendall knew 
perfectly well what he w^as about — his favourite re- 
mark was, “ that he w’as a sharp ftillow, and had been 
in the world since his birth,” and then he usually 
thrust his hands into his trowsers’ pockets, as far as 
he could, and w’alked up and down the deck whistling 
harmoniously. 

The anchor was hardly down, before a multitude of 
negroes came alongside in their little«boats and canoes, 
and ofiered for sale all sorts of magnificent fruits, 
biinanas, oranges, papayas, w'ater-melons, cocoa-nuts, 
, guiavas, &c. Old Tom Brendall, however, sent all the 
traders to the cook, who spoke Portuguese fluently, 
with orders to buy as much as he thought the crew 
would require. It is unnecessary to state that the 
blacks were obliged to take in payment his own 
goods, vegetables and potatoes, for old Brendall w^aa 
not the man to spend money when he could pay in 
onions. 

Strange to say, Cajsar appeared in this instance to 
have quite forgotten his hatred for negroes ; he shook 
each of his half-countrymen by the hand, as if he 
wished to dislocate their arms, and chatted and 
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laughed witli them, and told them stories or listened to 
them in turn, till the whole of the deck re-cch(X'd the 
shouts of the merry baud, and the mate at last, who 
had listened to the noise with a patience which Frank 
could not (‘om prebend, sprang up, and with a couple 
of lhund(‘ring oaths, restor(‘d at least partial quiet. 

Almost simultaneously with the fruit-boats a some- 
what larg(T cano(* had coim* alongside with two men 
dress(*d in Jhiroj)ean costume. These two gentlemen 
wfjve a spi'cies of uniform, and probably belonged to 
tlie finiall castle or fort, which stood on the upper 
jirornontory, and served to guard the entrance of the 
harbour. Above it, floated the Brazilian flag. But in 
both the ofllcers it was only the uniform which gave 
them a right fo claim an European d(‘scent, for otlier- 
wise th(‘ir skin did not app(‘ar a shade lightiT than 
that of the n(‘groes who had pulh‘d them aboard. 
Th(‘y were descendants of white men and Indians, 
]>ut th(^ s<‘orchii’g sun, which \)iirned abovt‘ their 
home, had iuijiarted to their skin the colour of the soil 
on whi<'h they walk<‘d. 

Tlu‘se gentlemen wtTC the soh' govt'mment officials 
wlio made their a])pearance, and were soon engaged 
ill cxnmiuiiig t he schooner’s papers, and the cargo she 
w as laden with. The people on board could not surely 
imagine they could smuggle — without paying them 
their usual per ceiitage — for this class of officials take 
bribes, w herever tliey are found. 

The Turtledove lay for a week in this pleasant little 
creek, and Frank had repeatedly obtained leave to go 
on shore, and visit the inhabitants. But he. was most 
delighted to wander in the neighbourhood of the little 
stream, and soon found that, on either side of it, there 
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wore very large coffee and sugar plantations, belong- 
ing to two Creoles, and which were cultivated by a 
.oojisiderahle number of slaves. 

He was nK»st interested with the coffee plantations, 
an rxet'lh nt varii'ty of which shrub grows in Brazil, 
a!id \N)iioh ho fuind very dilfereiit from what h(‘ 
expoded. In tlie younger plantations the cotVee- 
h» r?-v gn w on bushes, but in the oldor ones he found 
sitKill ireos, twc'uty to thirty feet high, and covered 
\\\\]\ vorv boautiful dark gre(*n foliage. .Xmong them 
ta’Ior troi-s weri‘ plantetl, to furnish shade to tht‘ 

< '{Ibe, and sueli plantations resomhied a forest, had 
]ior tin* rt'gnlarity of the rows rt‘veal(*d th(‘ plant- 

atinn. 

The leaves of tin* co{]e{‘-tre(‘ bear much n'semblance 
t'l that of <»ur eljerrv, but tlnw an' rather larger and 
erl'ped. 'Die fruit has an extraordinar\ similitiuh* to 
t’:r i'herrv. in sha))e and colour, but is (‘lose to the 
stalk <if the branehes, and has a daubh* kennd, con- 
t.ni; the ei *!ree-beiTies we know so wt'll, always in 
]'-i >!te to each <»thcr in om* jxkI. 

i'rarik \\a.^ ne\er wt'arital of regarding thc'se beau- 
tit .1 plant at i< ms, in whose cool sliade he so glavlly 
talked. But the sugar plantations, like cultivaied 
o/der beds, also attracted him, amd he saw ciimamoii 
and nutiiH'g trees, cocoa bushes, and the valuable 
creeping plant which bears the fragrant vanille. He 
felt as if he were wandering about in a fairy world ; 
things which he had certainly heard of before, but 
which he could not possibly imagine grew in an open, 
forest, now* surrounded him, like the oaks and maples 
at home, and palm trees, which he had hitherto only 
known in sacred pictures, appeared here to form a 



41 


FRANK WILDMAN’s ARTENTURES. 


part of the landscape as much as poplar or chestnuts 
did in the northern countries. 

And then too the extraordinary black men, with- 
their broad flat noses and swolhm lips — but they were 
slaves ; they could be sold and beaten by tlieir 
masters, like liorses and cattle, and were rold and 
flo^^^ed ; and his heart b(‘at fearfully when lie thought 
that th(‘y too were liuman beings, and how he would 
hav(* felt if any one could have sold his mother or his 
HLd(‘n. 

]I(5l(‘n ! how was it that the little girl occurred to 
him ; wlio knew when* she now was? and in tlu' great 
city she had probably long ere this forgottiMi him. 

But the novelty that surrounded him did not give 
liitu much time to think of the past — and, in Iriith, 
the blacks were the objects in which h(‘ look tlio 
deep(‘st interest. The cause for this was espc'cially 
fundshed by his own captain, Tom Brendall, who 
app(‘ared to think mueli more Immanely on this 
niattcT than many otiu'r Americans. I'\>r two even- 
ings in succession he laid talked with l"rank “though 
g(‘n(‘rally he scarce spok(’ to him- -of th(" sidhu-iugs of 
tlu* j>oor slaves, and what a blessing it would be for 
the poor unliappy blacks if they could escaj)e to the 
free northern states of the union. But that was 
not possible, for many hundreds of miles of a hot, 
densely-po[)ulated country, M'lu're none but slave- 
owners lived, lay between them, and the poor fellows 
could not accomplisli two days’ journey ere they 
would b<‘ re-captured and treated with still greater 
severity. 

“ But if they could escape on board a ship,” said 
Frank, into whose eyes the tears started at the mere 
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•tliouglit, “ and if the ship went to sea directly, where 
tliese wicked men could not follow it ” 

“ Yes, if they got off safely,” said the captain, 
sliakiiig liis head, but if they were caught, then the 
Lord lu'lp them ! 1 believe these red-skiimcd villains, 
who are tliemselves not nuicli lighter-coloured than 
iiic:,gers, would hang a fellow to the nearest tree, ev('u 
if il wa.s a cinnaimui one; and if we re:Jly escaped, 
1iow much money it would take to feed them during 
so luiiL^ a voyage : a poor fellow like nu*, wlio 
mu>t live by my voyages, would be entirely 
ruined." 

“ II' youM only sail up tlu‘ llmlson again,” crieil 
I'rank. ^^ho was <{uile excited by this philanthrt)pie 
idea, ‘’ uiu ^hould see how much the farmers in our 
litilc settlement alone would collect, in order to ri*pay 
\ou abundantly fur your expenses. 1 heard ofUui 
eiiougii in our prayer meetings, how tlnw implored 
the Lord to lil>erate the ‘black bretiiren’ in the hot 
ceuntrirs, and our preachers often collected larg<^ 
s\im>, in a ft'w days, to alleviate the poor hdlows’ 
Mith ; wka< would thi*y not give if a collection 
was made to pay llie ])as.sage-money for men who 
we.’r r- ady liberated and saved from mismw I ” 

< luin Mreiidall appearetl to grow tljoughtful — • 
wa.sed u[» and down the cabin with his liands crossed 
on his back, and at last said, with a shake of his 
head ; - - 

Jdi think of it ; but 1 don’t trust it rightly. Send 
the mate down, Frank, but don’t speak to a soul on 
the >uhje<l. The lir>l thing they would do liere 
a'^hore, as soon as they had the slightest scent of 
Such a thing, would be to seize my schooner with all 
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it coiitaiiiK, and they might hang us all afterwards in- 
the bargain.*’ 

“ Oh, no!” Frank assured liim, “ I won’t say a 
word; but I only liope w(^ shall be able to lib(.‘rate 
a portion of these poor fellows.” 

Jle sprang (pjiekly on deck, sent down the mate, 
and pre])are(l supper for the cabin and the crew, with 
doubh? tin? j)l(‘asur(‘ lu‘ usually felt, for in his thoughts 
lio was eonsiilering how tlu'y Avould stand out to sea 
again with swelling sails, and a great number of 
liberated slaves on board; and liow he would then be 
ab](* to tell them at home that, on his very tirst 
voyage, he had ai<led in such a good de(‘d. lie 
thought so eagerly on the inatt<‘r, that at last he did 
not at all desire they should get otf so easily, but 
would gladly (*.\'pose his life to some serious risk, in 
order to play an active part in .such a nobh' atl’air. 

Tlie iK'xt day passed without tin* i‘aptain saying a 
syllable mon‘ ou.the subject; they only indoadial tlu‘ 
remainder <)f the cargo,' brought tht‘ ve.ssel so close to 
the steep bank that they could roll or carry tlieir 
goods ashort' by means of plaidvs, and itheii began to 
take on Ixiard what they had got in exchang(\ t'spe- 
ciallv colU’C and sugar, some vanille, Maniok flour, 
which th(‘ captain., stated he (‘ould s(‘ll with a good 
pn»fit in New England, and various other productions 
of the country. 

The Maniok ilour was not stowed away, but re- 
mained on deck. 

The last day tlu* cook had not made his appearance 
at all on board, and, as the matt* said, had obtained 
leave* to visit a relation, whom he had found h<*re aeci- 
deutally, a slave ou a plantation, lie was obliged to 
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have a ticket of leave from the captain, and the latter, 
wlio had cut his riglit hand in the morning, and wore 
it bandaged, ordered Frank, wdiose excellent writing 
he was ac<|iialnted with, to write it in English. 

The eoe^k returned late, very latoy almost at day- 
break. Frank was in tiic watch at tlie timt\ and saw 
tliat he W('nt down .straight to the cabin, and waked 
the eaplaiii, to wlioni he appeared to give a lengtheneil 
re{)ort. 

The next day was appointed for taking in cargo, 
and it almost seenu'd as if tlie captain intended to 
nmiain luTe some time long(‘r ; for lie had lioth the 
mainsail and fort'sail unbent and rolhnl up, and ordered 
various articles for liis own u.se from a couple ot‘ black 
carpenters ashore, which couhl not he linished under 
three or four days. 

fit' was himself invited to supper this evening with 
Don Pi'dro Alvaro, the commandant of tin* litlh* fort, 
whom he had received on board with lijs oflleers several 
times, 'flu* two gentlemen came on hoard tv» fetch him, 
were drliglitc'd to hear tliat he intmided to lie here at 
least a week Unger, praised him bu’ lowering his sails 
to .save them frem the repeated stormy showers, and 
then left tlu’ ve.^sel witli him. 

It was a very dark night, and* after the eajitain 
had h'fi the ship, she was towed back to her old 
aneliorai'e. and brought so exactly to the same spot, 
liiat the rod of the bowsprit again ran into tin* guiava 
thiekel, but the crew had not reeei\i‘d leave to go 
ashore. Only the cook, with the carpenter and the 
negni, was absent, and Frank was ordered bv tlie 
mate to keep watch in the bows, and call him, as soon 
as he heard the slightest sound in the guia\a bush. 
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Frank did not exactly know what all this meant; 
and his 8U^j!r^8e increased when he saw that the crew, 
directly after dark, and when it could not be s(‘eu 
from laud what was being done on board, again bent 
the two large sails to their gaffs, and in fact made 
every preparation on deck as if they were going to 
put out to s(‘a directly. The whole. was managed so 
silently and mystcTiously, that he could not help 
B(‘eiiig soiiK'tlii ng extraordinary was going to take 
place, and his heart throbbed, when he thought that 
Caj)tain Jlrondall had finally determined on liberating 
a jiortioii of the negroes from their fearful slavery. 
Now h(‘ know, too^ why he was to listen for any sound 
in the buslios — but why had not the mate told him the 
reason ? he would not liave revealed a syllable ! 
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CIIAPTEK YT. 

IN’ WHAT AVISE C.ESAR PERSVADES IIIS BLACK 
BUr.THBKN, AND THE “TURTLEDOVE” PUTS TO 
SKA AVlTil A TILL CARGO. 

A'lslt r.> ;i A grand coiiKiiltniion. Sambo’s oLjec- 

ti"!!' A siidd(‘n surprise, of tlio overseer. Tl’C 

l.lat cuinr <»n board. J)eparture from the coast. An 
uiM Xpert ed arrival. The Don Pafro. Sambo recogniztiS 
Ijcr. ^I’ite fliLilit and tht* pursuit. 

Tin: n julrr iiinst now accompany uh 1o tlio nt'arcrst 
jilnntiition and into one of the negro huts, whicli was 
sit iiat fd at no great distaiuH* from tlu' mansion, in a 
tliie]. clump of bananas and orang<‘s, and when* an 
eNt iM' '!• linarv’ num])i^T of negroes wen* assiunbleil by 
the faint tli(‘k(Tin<g light of a singlt* co(‘oaniit-oil 
lamp, (kes.ir. tin* c*ook of the Turtlnlovr^ was in the 
\ers midst (d'them, and appeared to lx* playing a far 
fivmi liiiimporUint part, as all wt‘re floeking round liini 
In the :j:-« jte.<t anxiety and attention,^ ami listening 
\\ u h hfeat idi's^ sih-ma* to what lie was ttdlingthem. 
di,;- '.va^. in fact, mdhing less tlmuan exhertation to 
ily their master, and e.seaj»e to a free country, 

^\!. re. t^amgh tluw would eertainly have to work for 
Me ir li' iM:. they would he free men in (ind’.s free 
ai!:r '-ph.cre. and i-. •uld no l<mi.r‘T be sold and fh>gg<‘d. 

lie (ii<i not napiire to say much on the subject, for 
ever\ ('!ie of tijem liad enough sulfering in hi.s own 
heart, aiel would liavc b<*eu able to fill up the sliglitest 
sketeli with glowing blood-red colours. Tliey wanted 
£ 
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DO reason to escape their torture and torturers ; but 
was the escape certain? — were they sure that they 
would not be brought hack, and then be treated witli 
far greater cruelty? — and where did the white* captain 
intend to carry tliein ? They had discussed this lor 
three (‘venings with Ilut same man, and the execution 
of the sclu'ine was arranged for this evening, ibit 
when it came to action, some recoiled from tlie decisive 
step, and others felt themselves held hen* by family 
tk*s. The little v(‘ssel could not save all from slavery 
and misi'rv, even if every portion of the ship was given 
up to them. 

Sambo, an old , nigger, with grey curly liair on his 
thick round skull, now said: “1 have thought o\er the* 
lualier, and it does not please me. 1 havi* biH'ii long 
ill the xNorld, and have Hulfered somueli, at times, from 
ihost* of my own colour” — and here lu* lookttl the 
cook iirmly iu the face*, — “hut generally from the 
white men, and ,ho H(‘ldom expeneiieed goodness and 
kindness, that ] cannot see why this white man will so 
smhh'idy e\j)ose himself to great dangiT, out (>f])ure 
kindne.-^s to his fellow-men. It is all gi'od aml*propi r, 
tliat we slioulj work for him in America till we have 
earned our jiassage-iiiiuiey, but — I don’t know — the 
all'air appears to mo suspirious.” 

Ta’sar was aluuit to make some reply, but anotlier 
young man belonging to tlu* plantation advanced, and, 
after aecusiiig tlie old man of regarding ev(>r\ thing in 
tlu* gloomiest colours, declared tiiat lu* would imtsl 
ussuredlv and joyfully takt* advantage of this oppor- 
tunity to esea[)e tfom the liorrors of sla\('ry, ' 

“ AVe cannot be worse oil',” be continued his 
baraiigut', ‘‘even if \\c wt're forced to work lu that 
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free country twice as much as we do hero, which is 
impossible; hut tlie white man cannot mean us harm, 
for there will be many more blacks than whites on 
beard, so that he could not undertake anything against 
us, (‘veu if that wore his object. Ciesar, here, is Inm- 
solf :i iirgro, and Jim, the other black, has told me 
r('p(*at(‘dly wliat a worthy man his captain is, and h<»w 
inurh gocul he has already done for poor black men. 
1 shall try it, tlieii; and my wife and child go with 
rue.” " 

The majority agreed with liim ; nothing bad could 
be doTie to them n'ith their will, and (vjainsf their will 
the captaii! ivuild elle<*t iiotliing, (uvn if h(‘ desired it. 
<\i >ar did hi'; h('st to pt'rsuade them, and tlie old man 
at la>t retin‘d to a <‘onu’r. (h*claring tliat ht‘ would 
tak(‘ no pai’t in th<‘ atlair, biit ;it tlu* sam<‘ time not 
b<'tray - tliey might do wliat they pl(‘as(‘d, and he 
enuM tiidy wish tliat tliey niight not. havt‘ to repiait it 
afl 'Tu ards. • 

The iiegniiiit ions Wi're so far eomplelt'd, aiid the}' 
wtr*<* <»!i tin’ point of making the ma'essarv prepara- 
luci-, when sU'hleidy <omr one seized 11 h‘ latch on the 
ou^'id*’. anti tried to open the door. In a moiiK'nl the 
mI' Ih’c d*':itli prevailed in th(‘ little room, ami the 
n;d! *|'[.y ht in^> n irardotl ea<*li oHior in terror : thry 
krit'w th.'V wrrt“ ♦aigagtal in a deed regardiMl most 
eriminal hy I’lrir ma.-'tiT, if not hy (bxl; and the f ar 
< f Im oi- < r-Mlj and tledr flight frustrated at the 

lu-t m< ’nade th.-ir Mood run eidd. Tliev had 

1 cw ry r( a-oi t« * be alarmed, for thtu'r late visittir, 
^\;lo liad ‘•urpri'-od and kn<iek**(l down tlieir sentrv, 
w as n*' '".O' r’ than tlie s»versef*r ]iim*«elf, also a mulatto 
like (’a'<ar, a fearfully severe and (Tucl man, wh.o 
I E 2 
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had frequently flogged them till the blood came, for 
the most trivial faults. 

“ Halloo, within there!” he shouted, on finding the 
door locked ; “ open, or I’ll beat the door down.” 

“Tlie overseer!” several whispered. 

“Now, then, do you mean to open?” the mulatto 
shouted, in wild fury ; and the old negro at Icngtli 
advanced, with a slow and lingering step, to obey the 
command. But Ciesar had scarcely heard who the 
uhwelcomc visitor was, than he sprang tlirougli tlie 
little back wdndow into the open air, without being 
noticed by any of the others. 

“ You infernal ‘villains ! ” shouted the infuriated 
overseer, who was tired of waiting, and a violcMit kick 
burst open the weak lock, so that the door flew opem. 
At tlu' next moment the much-ft‘ared man enlend, 
witli his heavy negro whip in his hand, alone, and his 
threatening ('ve turned slowlv from oiu' to the other 
of the })C)(>r fellor/s trembling before him. 

“ So,” he at length said, with a slow sarcast. *, y-d 
furious tone, “ so, here 1 find tht' wdude pretij of 
traitors together; and you want to iKtol!', eh? witli 
tlie schooner, out to sea ? But wait, sroundn'l.s !” he 
llien continued, witli sparkling ('yes, “ wail, your s(»up 
shall he salted for‘'you ! Selp! law, Scip!” lie cried, 
ns l)e turned to the door ; but he started in terror, for 
at the same moment a dark form with a glisi ning 
knife ruslu'd upon him. lie was about to nttiT try 
for help, but a muscular hand w^as on his thiout, and 
Ca'sar’s broad knife was driven deep into iii> bt .soin, 
so that he fell dead with a loud groan. 

“ That is uiurder !” the old negro ( xclaimed, wdth a 
shudder ; “ great God, what will become of us r ” 
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<( ]7i.ee men !” said CaDsar, laughing, first wiping the 
knife on the clothes of the murdered man, and then 
returning it to its sheath ; “ free, happy beings — ]\is 
aceoinplice, Seip, lies out there, also struqjv by my 
knife ; and now away, my boys,” — he laughed in bold 
arrogance — now you have no other chance than to 
follow my advice, or,” he continued slowly, and looked 
ro\ind coiiteinpt uously, “will you wait here for the 
brt'iik of day ?” 

The moil stood for a while in gloomy painful silence 
round the murdered imui, but the sti'anger was in the 
right : tIuTC was no choice left them but to escape a 
terrible punishnumt, which would bore await both 
guilty and inno<kmt; and ev<*n th<‘ undecided appeared 
iiuw to he cured of th<*ir indccisioh- 

“ We must,” tliey said ; “ we cannot do otherwise 
and U o m groes now hurried to pack together the few 
! •> lli(‘y mnst necessarily take with them, and lead 
th ir ‘ i’.es jiiid chifdren to the placy of embarkation. 
Th»* v\ IhU‘ captain had declared that he would W(U*g1i 
Ha !» rr he tsiidiiiglit at the latest, and drift out to 
ji V. iii] ihi' so tlwTc* was no time to be 

!lut tha old m*gn), Sambu, now expressed his willing- 
' i<j aea iMipaTiy them : ji.diii i;; rise was left him, 
iirss !ir w - r:t straight to his ma.''t<T and denounced 
;e whole jdaii : and that he would not do. But if 
did u-it go, and the corpse was found the next m(»ru- 
: )ig. In knew perfectly wall that they would flog him 
ii' 1 aug a> hi' iiad a strip of .skin on hia back. 

Tliis was all that t’a^sar wanted. 

It might 1)0 about eleven o’clock, when Frank, who 
liud ke]>t his watch most conscientiously, and had been 
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not a little supported in bis resolution by the countless 
, Bwanns of musquitoes, began to grow sleepy. He 
seated hitnsclf on the bows, with bis back turned to 
the ship, and began to nod. At times he started up 
and liatoned, but he fell back involuntarily into a 
species of partial sleep, and had, at last, a narrow 
escape of falling into the water, lie then jumped up 
and walked several times up and down. He was just 
going to the binnacle-light, near which a small w atch 
hkiig, to see what o’clock it was, wdjen he felt the 
vessi'l shaken by something, and on listening atten- 
tively and holding his breath, he distinctly heard tliat 
there was some one on the bow'sprit, with the pro- 
babh' intention of coming on board in that W’ay. 

1 n accordance w i{h his orders, ho now* ran dow n to 
wake the mate; but the latter ordered him to remain 
behnv, and wait for the captain, as he intended to 
lakt* the watch on deck himself. 

J’rank did not leave the cabin, but listened now 
and then up the companion, and soon peret‘ived that 
a number of persons were coming on board, and were 
being let down into the maiiideck. Tlwj captain had 
also arrived ; lie remained above, and an active, busy, 
and \et careful ly-conceuled seeiio, was taking place 
on board. 

Prank’s heart beat almost audibly ; be knew* that 
his captain w'as on the point of doing a good deed, 
and restoring a number of poor unliappy beings to 
liberty, and yet it seemed to liim that they were acting 
wrong, and as if it were a species of robbery, and that 
he was an accomplice, just as guilty as the rest. Nor 
did it please him that they were forced to do it all so 
secrelly ; but he consoled himself with the reflection, 
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• how happy the poor fellows would soon be, and he 
would not permit any other tliought to trouble him. 
At last all appeared to be in order, for one of the 
fr/js sent aft to the wheel. Frank was able to 
notice that they were raising the anchor, for ho heard 
now and then the creaking of the niuilled chain, and 
half an hour later the schooner was drifting with the 
current and tlie ebb slowly down the river to the 
S(‘a. 

1 1 was so dark, that a person could hardly see bis 
hand when held before his eyes, and the distant howl- 
ing of a storm also favoured the secret depar- 

turi' of th(‘ vessel. They groped .their way by the 
a>>istane(‘ of tlu' negro(‘s, who knew every stump lying 
ill tiu' water, and push(‘d with long poh's, \vher(‘ver 
tilt' Itanks were low, Th«*y knew the danger to which 
tiny would he exposed if they were to run ashore on 
an el)b tide, ami have to wait till morning for the flood, 
'riit v had scarct'ly 'escaped from tbe vicinity of tho 
dani^'ornus bank.s, wlien the w^ind roared over the sum- 
mit m if t !u‘ t roes. It blew directly off land ; and when 
the stiirm wrs past, the sky become clear, and tho 
wind had falltui, tli(‘ Turtledove had employt'd her time 
wt that she had left the land many miles behind 
luT, ami. as it >eemetl, was eiitindv/nit of danger. The 
authorities of tlie little port ctmld nut follow them 
with till ir boats, even if they wen* to notice tlie flight 
<tf the slavc.s on tlie n(*xt morning — and fortunately 
no ship of war lay there, which could be sent after 
them. 

The negroes dance^ and sang on deck, when they 
knew themselves far enougli from land to be safe from 
being heard ; old Sambo alone sat silently and sorrow*- 
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fully in a corner, seen by no one, sought by no one, 
and followed by his own gloomy thoughts, as to what 
would be the consequences oi this rash step, which 
had received such a sanguinary consecration. 

Til UK morning at lengtli broke, and wlien the first 
grey streak of dawn rose in the east, and extended 
more and more athwart the horizon, as it grew brigliter 
and brigliter, the deck was thronged with dusky 
figurc^B, and they all looked with beaming eyes on the 
free heaving sea around them, and back on the dis- 
tant coast, wliich lay so far away, that tliey could 
scarce distinguish the outline of the forest-clad ravines. 
Old Tom Jirendall ..walked wdth great glee on his nar- 
row quarterdeck, and rubbed his hands, while the 
mate loaned on the low taffrail, and whispered a few 
words to him whenever he came near liim. 

“Hang it, captain r* he said, suddenly, as he rose 
and grasjicd at the telescope, which lay by his side on 
the railing : “ wlvit sail is that over there, elo^e under 
the coast? I could not^sec one on the horizon last 
night.” 

“AVliere?” cried old Brondall, and looked in sur- 
prise in the direction to which the mate kept tlie 
telescope directed. At length he appeared to have 
ended his observation, but not at all to his satisfaction, 
for, handing the glass to the captain, he sliook his 
head, and, pointing with bis thumb to the coast, 
said : — 

“ 1 believe we should be better off, if we were 
farther away from here ; the fellow over there dot sn’t 
please me, and I shouldn’t bo^ surprised il* he don’t 
take as mucli trouble to keep close at our heels, as we 
shall to get away from him.” 
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‘ “ITan<x it all!” the old man also exclaimed, after 
looking a time through the telescope; “by Jupiter 
Ammon, tliat’s a man-o’-war I wliere on earth can 
he have cohk^ from ? or is it an Englisliuuin or a 
Yankee* ? If it is, they won’t trouble to pick up ruji- 
away slaves for Brazilian planters.” 

“No, no!" said the mate, shaking his head angrily ; 
“ American and English cruisers have nothing to look 
for so elosi* to the shore ; but,” he then snddi'nly added, 
“ I shouldn’t be surprised if one of the black beaats 
knows tlu* sliij); if it’s a Portuguese or Brazilian 
nian-o’-\sar that fretjueutly visits tlu* port, the tellovvs 
will he sure to recognize it; if no^, we have nothing 
to fear.” 

Tlie mate wont forwards, without any reply, among 
tlu* blacks, who were now giving theiiiselvc's u]) to 
uulxuindcd merriment, and did not think of dang(*r. 
Sharply observing the various groups, he canu* at last 
to the old man, who was standing t^lenfly and alone 
in tlu* bows, and looking back at the land and the 
white hail, wliich was distinctly visible to the naked 
(we. 

' “ Halloo, old f(*llow !” he addressed him ; “ anything 

in the wind r don’t that sail please you r ” 

The old man hhook his head,Jjut replied not a 
word. 

“ Well, then, come afl to the captain, and look 
through the glass ; perhaps you can tell us who she 
is.” 

The old man regarded him for a moment inquiringly, 
and then silently obeyed ; but on reaching the quarter- 
deck, he had :*carce taken one look through the ghiss, 
the management of which he appeared to understand 
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perfectly, before he handed it back with a strange* 
look of terror, and only said simply, “ Don Pedro.” 

“ Don Pedro— who ? ” the captain asked quickly ; 

“ your Don Pedro de ; what the deuce is his 

name?” 

“ Not tliat Don Pedro,” the old man replied, 
shaking his liead ; “ iJon l^edro, mau-o’-war, sails like 
the wind, and has many guns.” 

Urn, tliat’s not so bad ! ” growled the captain ; 
“d)ut where, on earth, has the villain come from all at 
onc(? ? yest(‘rday evening there was not a trace of him 
to be seen, neither from land nor at sea.” 

“ She lay behind the northern point,” said the 
lu^gro, and retin'd slowly from the quarter-deck. The 
white man was growing angry, and walked hurriedly 
up and down, and the old negro knew by bitter (‘.\})e- 
rience what his race luul to expect from white men in 
such a case. 

Captain Bremlall, however, cciuld do no more in 
the matter ; every sail his little vessel could carry was 
already s(?t, and they h'ft the land b(‘hind them as 
quickly as the slight breeze would allow. In the 
meuuwliile, however, they carefully observed the 
strange sail, which was now lying close to land and 
probably telegraphing with the ibrt, and they were 
not left long in doubt as to her meaning, for siid- 
di'uly tluw saw her alter the set of her sails, and, 
befort‘ leu minutes were past, they could uot enter- 
tain the least hesitation but that she was coming after 
them in full chase. 
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CHAPTER YII. 

now THE TURTLEDOVE WAS CHASED, AT?D AVA8 
COMPELLED TO 8IIOAV llEH TEETH. 

Th«' (t lograpli is set to work. Ohl Brendall grows uncomfortable. 
The <’urvotU‘ gains on the schooner. Sudden appearance of 
Long Toju. The first shot. The corvette’s tojunast goes by 
the boanl. Escape of the Tarth dirvc. 

The old lu'gro liad been perfectly in tbe rigid : the 
Vf.s.>rl, \v)i(»st* gli.steiiing sails eoubl be distinguislied 
from the dt‘ck of the Tarilnlov(\ was certainly the 
litilr Brazilian corvette Dm Pedrn^ and bad arriveil 
most inopportunely for them. On land, the (light of 
tlie sla\es, and the murder of the overseer and bis 
driver, liad bt'cn dett‘eted, and through the sudden 
disappearance of t?ie schooner th(^ (jw too W(‘ll- 
fuuiided su.spieion bad falleii on tier. S^bwas, liow- 
e\er, far oiii of reach of their guns, and tfo cominan- 
daiit (»f tli(‘ liith* fortress was only ahh‘ to send power- 
K\-s execrations after her, when, just at the right 
time and most unexpectedly, the Don which 

\\a> crui-ing on the coast, hov<* ii\ sight, anti obeyed 
lie* hurrif dly hoisted signals of distress. 

'fill* cvMumandant of the fort very wisely eontented 
hiinstlf with telegrapliing to the vessel, that the 
sehotauT still in siglit liad carried ofl‘ slaves from the 
c< >ast, in order that the man-o’-war might lose no time 
in ftdhiwing her, and the captain had scarce under- 
stood the signals before he set every sail iu chase of 
the schooner. 
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We will now return on board the Turtledove, where 
old Brcndall was somewhat restlessly regarding tlie 
con ette and then the sky, which also looked menacing 
enough, and promised a fresh and powerful breeze. 
The light wind they had hitherto had, would have b(‘en 
much pleasanter to him. Before an hour had elapsed 
the stonii burst, which had in the meanwhile risen 
higher and higher above the coast; the wind came 
across th(‘ s(^a in fitful gusts ; and the Imperial cor- 
velte fl(‘w under a crowd of canvas onwards, witlu)ut 
even taking in lier lighter sails aloft, and approached 
the HcluKUier so rapidly that it was no longer any 
secret to the peo])le on deck, and the poor, unha[)py 
slaves stood togetlu'r in dense groups, and imparted 
their apprehensions to each other. 

Kor did old Brendall feel altogether comfortable, 
for if th(^ wind held on thus for ajiother hour, the 
corv(‘ttt‘, in spite of his ke(‘ping as (dose to tin* wind 
as he possibly ('opld, would come 'near enough t(» fire 
into him, and if one of h*ls masts was hit, he would be 
irrevocably lost. 

“ The devil himself must have sent that confOuinh'd 
hulk aftcT us tiiis identical morning,” he growled to 
liimsclf, as he paevd angrily uj) and down the (piarter- 
dcck, with his hamjs behind his back; “I’d give my 
little finger if we were out of sight.” 

“ A fellow is glad to give his little finger to save his 
nock,” said the mate drily, who was leaning at no 
gr(*at distance from him over the bulwarks ; “ but that 
confounded banpie sails well, and holds the wind better 
than most (d'tho Brazilian vessels. We shairiiave to 
show’ liim our teeth after all.” 

“ 1 shouldn’t like it,” growled the old man, shaking 
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Ills head ; ‘‘ the black scoundrels would smell tinder ; 
they are p;eiuTally sharp enough.” 

“It would be of precious little use to them,” said 
the mate, but stopped on seeing that Frank was stand- 
ing at IK) gr(‘at distance from them, and busied in 
haiii^iug out a table-cloth he bad just washed to dry. 
Frank had certainly luMrdwliat the two men hud said, 
and was in truth rather confounded by it. What 
wa> it tht‘ blacks should not notice, and why did the 
captain apply such oj)probrious epithets to persorts 
whom he had just liberated from the horrors of 
slavery r Hut as he saw that the inati' was watching 
him. as if suspecting that lie had* Inaird more than 
])(‘ (tUL^dil to have dom*, he ([uii Kh' accomplished his 
ta>k, and went below again. 

*• ('a})taiu,” th(! mate then said, “I don’t know 
if \ou (lid right in bringing that boy on bo^^rd ; T 
don't lru<t him exact Iv, and am almost afraid he’ll 

f 

t(irn his fangs against us, when Ikj sees our true 
<‘olonrs.” 

'• Not he,” laughed Tom Bnmdall, “ I’m sure ; not 
hr : hr's jiL>t out of the wood, with no one at hoim? 
inIj'Cu he cares to go ba<*k to; lu* has tiild me nil his 
sto;-\ most fully; the restless lilc hero suits him 
cx.irtly, :nid IM \\ag<T my head th;#t lu'dl soon be one 
(tf tii*' \N<>rr*t when he uiuler.staud.s the whole store. 
Bill K\don was just such a fair-haired, hluc-iwcd fcl- 
h'U, and wh.’U a devil he became afterwards! Only 
put a fell. *w on the right track, and Inf 11 goon in 
it like \vMllrc.” 

Tfic mate sho.»k lii.s he.ad incnalulously, and looked 
round again after lh(‘ strange vessel, which had drawn 
nearer and nearer with the frcblieuing breeze, and in 
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doing so lie soon forgot the lad, for the danger was 
BO pressing, that their fate would probably be decided 
W'ithin the day. The several parts of tlie corvette 
could b(i now clearly distinguished with the naked 
eye, and there was not the slightc'st doubt that slie 
would be within range before the afternoon. The 
only thing the schooner gained in the chase was, 
that she should go up rather closer to the wind, ])ut 
not so far as to escape a long shot, for the corvette 
\(as also an cAcc^llent sailer, and seemed expressly 
built for this cruising service. 

I'ill now, the. old captain had always lioped for 
nightfall, and then to get out of sight of his dangerous 
pursuer uikIct its protection. The sun, however, w-as 
still two hours above the horizon, when the enemy 
came near tmough to open lire, and a flash from on 
board, with tin* white pulf of sinok(', which was 
directly followed by the r(‘porl, taught tluuii that the 
clias(‘ was appvoacbing its catastrophe. Tlie ball 
struck tlu* water just in front of tlu^ schooner, and 
billdldod for some distanct* ctc it finally disappt'art'd. 

OldBKmdall seemed iiudeeided as to what he should 
'do, but of cours(‘ he did not obey the order to ht‘ave 
to which this hall indicated. A second flash them 
burst fmm the side of the vessel, and the hall whi/zed 
ovtT iht‘ (piartcr-deck, carrying away one of the >tan- 
chions in its progre.<s. 

The devil take them!” the old man nuittend 
l)4‘tween his chaudied teeth, and sUiinping his 1<utt and 
producing a litth' whistle he wore round lus*neck, he 
soumled it sharply and shrilly. 

Thi‘ seeoiul watcii, wliich had expected not lung 
cls(‘, now caiiu' silently on deck like spirits froju the 
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notlier world, and the second whistle sounded sharply 
across tiie water. 

Frank, who liad also obeyed the extraordinary 
signal, liad just reached tlie deck when the second 
whistle sounded, and was not a little astonished wIkmi 
the sailors ton* down a shed which stood near the 
p;all(‘y, and displayed a glistening long brass giin, 
gem Tally called “ liong Tom.” The gun was mounted 
on a tall and strong nudal pin, and could be turned in 
any direction, while tlie crew seemed pcrft'ctly well 
acquaiiit«al 'with its inanagtunent. 

The IK lto Tim served tins gun, which was loath'd 
and jiointt tl with almost incredible ^pee(l, and just as 
thi' third na>li was seen issuing from the t'lu'iny’s 
(juarlers, tlu* lanyard was pulled, and the whi/./dng 
nicsseiii::cr of tleath flt'w on its tlcstmctive evuirst'. 

TIk' eoiwrttt' s ball was harmless enough on tin’s 
occasion, and fell short ; but “ Long Tom ” liad spoki'ii 
with much better j?ur[)t)sc to tlie lirazilians, for it 
could he elear]\ s<‘en that the dt'ck of tht* I'liemy was 
eovcretl with >j)linlcrs. d'lu' liraziUtin now lieeame 
ai’igry l<»o, and a whole broadsitlc hurtled ovt'i* th.e 
wa\es, wiiilr tie- schooner fell off slightly from the 
wind, in ordrr tt» lal^e a better aim; and when the 
second shot wa> tirctl — although the result was not 
imiiK'diat* ly si en, for the ship saih'd onward.^ and not 
a ropi* appoared to be toueheil — still, at the iK‘Xt 
iiKiment it was <*hM‘rved what important results had 
loll»*w i (l till." probably accidental blnot, for het«M*e thost? 
on tieek cnuld [m - recive it, ami ease the weight on the 
wammled t<*pma>t, it fell with a era.sh, and the entire 
ii* ek ul the corvette was eayVered with u mass of sj»ars, 
nqu and sail.'-. 
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A thundering shout arose from on board the TurtJo* 
dove, for her crew knew tliat they had been saved 
almost by a miracle from a much greater danger than 
IVank lead probably anticipated ; but for all that they 
did not delay a moment in taking advantage of the 
favourabh* opjmrt.unity. Falling off a couple of i)oints, 
so that the wind might fdl the sails, the graceful vessel 
bounded over the waves, and they left the crippled 
ship HO far b(‘liind them ere night set in, that its hull 
was no longer visible from their deck. 


CHAPTER VIJI. 

now TRANK MADE A WAlY UNPLEASANT DISCOVERY, 
AND (JOT HIMSELF INTO TROUBLE. 

A convorsiitinn in tlie cabin. Frank <xrorlic!irH it. llio resolu- 
tidij lid fbrniH. “lid iiijjiarfts hiH suHpit'ioiiH to Stiiiibo. Ca.'K;ir 
HUHpfCl.s his niotivc. t'on.sultation with old Breudall. 

AVhen tin? Him rose again on tin* iu‘xt inoniing, the 
Turtlt'dovf\ who had by no means acted up to Iht 
name by her warlike proceedings, was ah>ne on the 
watiTs, and even from the topmast not the slightest 
sign could In* notici‘d of the probably severely disahh'd 
corvt'tte. The danger was past, and old llreudall 
walked in delight up and down his little schooner, so 
wuiidt'rfuily saved from imminent danger, and even 
allowed tin' blacks to prepare a grand festival, to 
celebrate tlu'ir now rt'ally acquired liberty. 

They did not require' to be told this twice, and the 
descendants of an African race, most of whom had 
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■v*en stolen from tlu*ir native shores and brought; over 
lu re in tbroii^n ^hips, gave themselves up, though tiu y 
liad forni(‘rly borne their slavery so ])aliently, to llie 
\vl]d(‘st dances and noisiest songs, as evidences of their 
deliirlit. 

From tliis date a (juieter season set in on board: on 
apj'roaching the etpiator again, tliiT had generally 
pleasant Avoatlu r and calms, in which they only 
advanced slowly: tin* blacks wert‘ wtdl treated, liad 
c!io\]gh t') eat and drink, and found themselves vt'ry 
ddiey e<ndd not siiirieieiitly thank the stninge 
while eaj't.ain, wli t had broken their fetters, and W'as 
now leading lluan to a happy liome. , * 

'flicy had arrived in the latitude (»f Florida ; Frank 
UMiallx knew ex:ictly where tlaw w*ere, as tlu‘ captain 
:nid male, every da\ at twelvi*, when the (d)servatiou 
w:i'4 lalo-n to caleuiale the latitude in which they were, 
mark' d oil' tlio disl.uiei' they had run, on a eliart in 
llu‘ caltin, and did iT«*l ii'C/kh* tliat tjie hoy followed 
their moveuunits tnore atieiitively tlrnn they could 
liaNc aniicipalcd, 'fo his snqirise, however, instead o!’ 
^leering direct fn- jh».-tMn, as Tom Ilrendall had 
a!\say> s;ii 1 lie Inleiideil, tiny now sti'crml due we.';, 
and. h\ t’lie charl whieh was tliis day left tm the lahli*, 
^traigiii for the West Iiuiia Isluiid.'j and the Uahaioa 
Fhariiul, wliere th^y cniild not but appnmeh a sla\ ■ 
.state. Jbit wlial eoiild be the iiie.aiiing of it all ? 

.'file negroes naturally h.ul not tin* slightest idea 
where the sjKii lay wlutlier tlu v wert‘ being taken ; 
they were ha[>py as u>ual, and the old iiuin alone 
't ood mile:! mon.* fretiuimtly tlian before in tlie bow .-., 
and )<»nked out towards the we>l. Th(‘ so suddenh' 
a.tered course of t’oe xe^^e! di><]uieted him, for lie had 
i 



CG 


rJlA>’K AVILI>MA>’’S ABYENTVIILS. 


been told that tlicy 'were beinp; carried to a cold 
country, and tlio sun here burnt as holly, almost worse, 
than on the coast from wliich they had been taken 
only a few weeks before. 

j'Vank was himself curious as to what the object of 
their voya^(i could be ; but he dared not n>k again, as 
tlie onl}^ time he had applied to tlie captain on tlic 
su]>ject, he rec(‘ived so short and rough an answer, 
that he was silent in dismay, and crept back to his 
work. 

At last, on the third day after holding this course, 
tliey sigiited land, and the captain and mate lirst 
cxamiiied tlie distant coast most attentively with their 
glasses, and then went down in the cabin to s(‘e 
whether their carculations agr(‘ed, and what land 
it coidd he which now lay before them, stretched in a 
long ]»lue strip on the horizon. 

Frank had given out Ins last bottle of wim* in the 
cabin on tlie nr(‘vious day, and was (:>hligi*d to go 
tlown into the store-room to fetch up some fresli 
Lott les. 

This store-room lay just uiuler the cabin, 'wliose 
floor formed its roof; the entrance to it, however, was 
l)e]>imi tlie cabin, and led through a narrow j'aiitry, 
wh(*re Colours, canvas, and sails were ston'd ; and to go 
down tlierc it was not necessary to pass thnmgh the 
caliin. I'rank was cartd’iil, too, not to enter a place 
wht're his two superior ollieers were now calculating 
and arguing eagerly, and crawlt'd cautiously in the 
etudim d, gloomy store-room, where it was frightfully 
Jiot and eh>st» in this degrt»e of latitude, in order to 
fetch what he nMjuired as speedily as possihltn Quite 
against his expeetatiou, he here suddenly became 
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h('arer of a conversation wliicb first filled him witli 
surprise and Imrror, and then caused his hair to stand 
on end ; for what he had hitherto only feared, per- 
chance, tliroiigh the suspicion aroused by some word 
aceiileiitally let fall, was now rendered a certainty, an 
undeniable lact, and the perspiration stood in large 
tlrops on his ibr(‘head, on learning now, for the first 
time, in what excellent company he was. 

rd be prt'cious glad to run up to Xew* Orleans,’* 
lh(‘ captain said; “the fellows would fetch a thinl 
more then', and 1 have ae(|uaintanees enough to frt'o 
iiK,' fnmi any unph'asant diseussii>ns with the authori- 
ties; hut the inft'rnal English erujsers, which snilf 
about everywhere, might come across us ju<t at the 
tiiresliold, and I believe Havana ’w ill he the safest 
port 

“ \V(‘ sliaii’t g(*t the half in Havana of what they 
would fetch in Xt'W Orleans, with little trouble', ” the 
maic grow led in repty ; “and num^ c^'uistTs lie before 
Havana tliaii the Mississippi; it is a <)uestiuu 
whether wt* should meet a single one there.” 

“ W'lienevcr a schooner comes in, tliey are on Iter 
hfcls din'ctly,” honest ohl IJrcndall remarked ; “and 
the whole pack are in a conspiracy against the slave 
iradi*, wliether tlicy show Aim;rican or Kngli»h 
ioiiuirs.” 

“ Hut, hang it all,” tim mate (‘xclaimed, angrily, 
“ let them couu' aboard and inspect our if 

they please. Tltey are running about free on deck, 
and have no more idea that they are still slaves, than 
that this hrave banpie is the * ^^hark' pirate, w fiich 
has for a season clianged its bold name into that of 
a gentle, peaceful Turtledove, Hut, deuce take it, 
I 2 
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thin sort of business doift suit me, nnd it^s the £rst 
and last time that I shall rote for such a peddling ' 
voyage as this. We bare met three ships under way, 
wJiicli we were obliged to leave alone ; and who knows 
if we should not liave gained more booty on one of 
them than the whole lading of black meat will bring 
us ill r ** 

“ Tliey are not quite so confident as they WTre,” 
said the captain, after a slight pause ; “ it was most 
unlucky tliat we were obliged to show" them Long 
I’oiii. The; old lellow with the four scars across liis 
lace — that must he a species of African tat tooing — has 
(‘xainiiied the wjiole place most carefully, and is 
always smelling round the cover. A further reason 
for not going up to ISew Orleans is, that, even if no 
black scoundrel can bear witness against us in the 
Vnion, still tlu'y need only drop a word about ‘ Jjong 
^J’om,’ and tlu‘re are always villains enough who take 
a pride in iindpig out the bottom of such matters, 

Jn Havana, on the contrary, no one will say a word 
if we had the whole deck covtTcd with Long Toms. 

Jf we bring them in slaves, without the Lnglish 
catching us, we shall be most worthy people in their 
eyes ; ami if we leave tiie fellows free till just before 
entering the port, no Kngli.sh cruiser can have any- 
thing to say to us. Onee arrived, we can easily kid 
tiieiu on shore, at some safe spot, and then all will be 
right.” 

“ AVe could play exactly the same game at New 
Orleans,” tlie mate objected; “ami when we have 
once delivered them there, their chattering would 
bo of no nse, for we iiave nothing to stop for up 
there; wedl hire a tug, and, in a couple of days, we 
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</;/?// he nznin on the hig^h seas, or further up the 
if MO give our barque a fresh coat of 
paint. 1 vote for yew Orleans/^ 

The matt* had probably risen with these words, for 
IVank heard steps "oing toward the door; but as he 
leared to l^e iiolieod below, after what he had just 
heard, aiul^the scuttle was open right above his head, 
1 m' en‘pt as (]ui(‘kly as he could out of his hiding-place 
iijKUi deck. Alter that he returned to his jtantiy, to 
liav(‘ a little relh'etioii about what he should do, for Ifo 
was firmly deteriiiinod, from the first moment that 
th(* wlinlc fearful truth was revealed to him, that he 
would not be au aeeompliee in such .a deed. 

liut wliat to do now? To give the captain notice, 
and iro sim})lv ashon* as soon as the schooner ent(Tcd 
a port, tliat was his first idea; but he had been 
huiir (Miough on board to soon recogni/a^ the im])rac- 
ii<ahility, even dancer, of such a decision. That 
woulil not oidy not fielp the poor decuMVt'd slaves, but 
porliaps nuider their position worse pr(*maturcdy. 
Hut could he not tell them plainly what threatiuual 
them ? If thi'v knew the whole danger of their posi- 
tion, a mode of salvation might occur to them, and h(^ 
would als')]i;ive an opportunity of e.scaj)ing out of the 
elutche*^ of tliese [)irates and .«lave»deal(Ts. And y(‘t 
he >larte<l at the danger to w’hieh he exposcal him.stdf, 
if ti'.e mat4‘, more especially, had a notion that ho 
know so much, and his opinion on the subject. 

lie did imt know what to do, and the; pcTspiratioii 
rolled in large bright drops from his brow : he could no 
loTig'T endure the eonfiueiiient, and he went upon deck 
— the captain and mate were still in the cabin — and 
walked forwards to the bows, w'here he looked long 
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and sorrowfully at the beautiful coast wliicli lay out- 
stretched before thorn, and which they would probably 
set foot on in such a fearful manner. 

. “ "VV'hat coast that?’* a pentle voice said, close to 
him, in broken Knplish ; “what coast tliat, IVlassa r” 

3'Vaiik looked round hurriedly to the s|)eaker, and 
rccop;nized the old ne^ro, *Sainbo, who had walked up 
close to him, and cautiously looked round to see if 
they W(‘re notic('d by any of the sailors. Prank hesi- 
tated for a inonient to re])ly — his heart beat almost 
audibly in his bosom, and the decision of all their fat(‘s 
lay, probal)ly, in his answer ; but he could not lie, and 
when ho re/^uirdod the old man, with silver hair and 
doeply-furrovved features, at his side, he fell horrified, 
for he remembered that he himself, although innocently, 
was one of those wlio had betrayed the poor ne';ro. 

“ iMassa know liow that coast is calk'd r'* the old 
man said once a^ain, and look(*d mistrust fully in the 
terrilied (‘ounUmanee of the boy, but liimsi lf started 
])ack when the lad iv])lied, in a gentle, luirried 
whis}u*r — 

“Cuba!” 

“And we,’* tin' old man said, after a long and 
]>ainful pause, in which he tried to read his fait' in the 
boy’s open face - ^ and did read it, too, — and we, 
where are they taking us?” 

Prank eould no long(T restrain hiins(‘lf, and, eareli'ss 
of the conse(|nences, told the old imui, in a few words, 
of what lie had been an involuntary hearer so shortly 
before. The old imui, however, required no detaih'd 
statement ; all tlii.s was only the contirmation of w hat 
he had liimself feari'd since he had seen the gun, now 
so carefully concealed again, the usual armauienl of 
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pirates, and lie sat for a long while with his chin rest- 
MIL" on Ids fliost, and his hands finnlj clasped round 
Ids knee. At this moment the cook came out of tlie 
trfilley, and when Prank turned away from tlie old 
]nan, le>t; Presar should see the tears which filled his 
eyela.shes, the mulatto stood for a moment, and his 
C')l<i restless glance was fixed on eneli in turn ; then, 
liowever, fie thrust his hands into Ids trows(‘rs 
]»(K'k(*ts. and walked Imek wldstling into the cal>o(>so. 

'i'he r///’///v4>/v*, as the dangerous scliooner, om* 
the most notorious and feared pirates of the Wi‘>t 
ludiati s(‘!is, was now called under its false flag, gra- 
d.uaily drew nearer and nearer to the eoast, appanuitly 
steeriiig tor the northern extremity of the islaiivl. 

It was ('ight bells in tiu* eveidTig, and the eaptaiu 
liad ju>t gone into the eabiii to send tlu^ malt‘ to Ids 
watch <»n deck, when the eook slij>ped in eautioiisly, 
after looking into Frank's bunk. Th(‘ boy was sleep- 
ing gc‘iit!\ and calmTv, for Ids lieallhv powerful fraiii ' 
rc(jiured rest even at a time tvhen Ids mind might be 
excited by terror and eare. Wlien the mulatt.» ha»l 
eonvineod ldmsi‘lf of this fact, he jiassed througli tiie 
dtior\\ay of the cabin, xx hence the mate lied Imh :i 
watching him atUuitively, and, xvalking up (juif'.d\ : > 
the caplaiu, widspered — ^ 

“ We are h< t rayed ; — the white boy in then; lias 
put a tlea in old Sambo’s ear. Pho black scoundrels 
know lliat the land on the lee is Fuba, and that tliey 
are gouig to be sold again.’* 

It 1 didn’t think so,” the mate his8t‘d throiigli liis 
chuiclu d tft th; it my advict* were followed, wehl 
tlirow the iitlic viper overboard. That’s a pretty job ; 
tile dt‘vil to jiay, and no pitch hot'.’* 
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“Infernal young blackguard!” the old man inuti 
tered to ]iinis<‘lf; “but are you certain of it r” 

“As c(;rtaiu as I can be of anything,” tlie mulatto 
assured liiin. “Tliis afternoon, ] saw the two together 
in the bows, wliispcring, and when I went up, tlie boy 
turned awjiy ; ])iit as 1 had my siisjjieions, 1 liave been 
on the watcli this eveming, and soon was certain tliat 
the blacks knew inon^ than would suit us, — tiny were 
putting their h(‘a<ls tog(‘ther, and five or six of them 
were liaving a consultation as to what they should do. 
1 could not understand all they said, for Ihe thick 
bulkhead rendennl it indistinct; but tliai they are 
now on tbeir gut^rd is certain, and 1 wished to warn 
you, caj)tain. Ji would lx* best, bt'forc* all, to get the 
boy out of the wtiy, or else he'll cause us troiihle 
enough.” 

“ I say the same,” the mate assertial, “ deuee take 
him ; from the tlrst moment J tlidu't like liim, and 
though I'm not. superstitious, .1 felt that tjmt^ white- 
hainal boy would bring As ill-luck — if he has not now 
manageii to makt^ us all the vieliins of his honesty.” 

The mulatto looked sarcastically at tlie mati* on 
hearing the last word, but saitl not a syllable^ for the 
“old one" was walking up and di)wn the cabin with 
fuhU'd arms, and inuttering the most fearful enrses. 
The mnhdto ri'inained at the doorway, for he expected 
tliat he would have a job to perform. The eaptaim 
however, did n<»t appear disptxsed to revenge himself 
on the boy - be was safe enough ; but how to avert the 
danger wliieh threatened them all from the now.infu- 
riated blacks, in which it must inevitably come to a 
tremendous battle? Ju sucli a case, he alone would 
be the loser ; for even if the result was not for a 
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moment doul^tful, as all the arms were in his own 
]H).ssessio!i, many of the blacks must be killed or 
maimed, Ix'fere they could become masters of them 
ai^ain, and (‘aeh nf tliem would be a clear loss of so 
many Imndrrd dollars. Cunning might perhaps save 
liim in this dllomma. 

“ How many hlaeks — men, I moan, for the women 
and cliildreii don't count hero— have we allogetlicr in 
tin* holii r ’’ 

“ In thf ImKI r ” the mate slowly repeated, count- 
ing tliein nvt'r in liis mind; “ let im‘ see — thr(‘e, liv(' 
• eigin, and live in tluMaibin, are thirteen; and liv('- 
and-tw(‘nty forwards — eiglit-aiid-thirty ; ^\ithout old 
Samho/’ 

liighl-and-thirty,” said the ekptain, slinking liis 
lieiid ; “ enni'ound t he bny— ifit’s not loolati' — and it 
eaii'l h(‘ duiin any other way, well ; • we'll try it ! ” 

Hut what then ?” said th(‘ inat(% wo have not 
murh time l.-ft luf e.xperinumts, apd the little vil- 
lain " • 

Mii>t lu lj) us in it,” the old man laughed; “ tliey 
t iilertain no sus])ieion of him; but you shall learn 
all to-niornov; fur this ev<*!iing let them consult ({uielly 
t<»L:etiuT : they can't alter it, for all that.” 

1 he old man, cunning enough ^vheii lie wanti'd to 
carry nut any jdan, .seemed perfectly satisll(‘d with 
himself, an.l simply stmt both the mate and cook t<» 
tiieir work, tliough they would so gladly Imve heard 
the dt'tads ut his scheme. 
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CITAPTEIi IX. 

now CAPTATX l{m:N])AT>Ji (OUXTED ins rASSEXOEES, 
AXD WHAT SAMllO SAID TO IT. 

Frank has an iiitorviow with the capUiin. lie is sent as envoy 
to th(; iK-'^rocs. Sriinho’s vain warning. Tin* tnijichuroiis 
^ Ki-honHi of tlie inat<;. Frank aiteinpts to inlerlhre. Th** 
htnigglo. J>cath of (a*Kar the cook. The negroes are 
defeated. Frank in limbo. 

The iK'xi morning, at an early lioiir, the caj)tain, the 
mate, and Ca'sar tin* cook, liad a short consultation 
togt'thor; or rather, Old Tom made* them ac(|uaint(‘d 
with his scheme. A fight was almost irievitabk* after 
what had |»ass(‘d--in that all agretal. unless iIh'v could 
si‘eurv the strongest and most respect ( <1 among the 
band; and tliis ,thcy intemhal to idieet. The ‘‘old 
one’* then sent the others forward to post their iiuui, 
a.s he had tolil them ; tlu'V must for that purpose 
choose the best of the crew, and lie remaiiKal alone in 
the cabin, with a pair of loaded jiistols in a litile 
drawer before him, whither Frank was sent a few 
minutes later by tli^' cook. 

hVank’s heart certainly beat audibly, wlien he re- 
ccivi'd orders to go down to tlie old man: he knew* 
that, ill acting rightly, he had acted against him and 
his interests, and how furious the old man would bo 
when he learmal it — he had no thought of liirther 
danger for himself. He e.xpt'cled in fact nothing less 
than to bear the whole brunt of the captain's anger; 
but he was not a little surprised at his receiving him 
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HI tlie most friendly manner, and tolling him tliat 
' they woulil ])robab]y have to heave to somewhere on 
tlu' eoasi, and lake in fresh water, lie therefore 
iutemled to make lists of Ids passengers, where tliey 
eariie Ircm, wliat tlieir names were, and tlieir age, as 
lie would i'e foreetl to sliow tlio list in the port. As 
liiere w as not a breath of wind stirring this morning, 
h(‘ woui<l take advantage of the op])ort unity, and 
I’rank was to go fnr\vard,and scaul the pc'ople down. 

I Jut not all at onee,’' the old man a(ld(‘d, as tlit' 
boy Ijiirriod to N ave the cahin, didightcd at having got 
<^il’ so elu'apiv ; one after tlie other, I-'rank- tin* mate 
will solid them all on dock, men, women, and ehildren, 
and then they will eomo down iiere in turn, and go 
ba(‘k into the main-dt*ek llirough that door I have had 
nuule, when' they must wait till all is over, or I'lso 
then'll be some eonfusion ; just ex])lain that tp them, 
J'raiili.” 

‘‘ Ves, captain,” eric'd tlu' boy rcadjly ; and in tlirco 
]»oun'l.s lie had reached the lop of the eompanioii- 
ladd.rr. 

'file iH grocs Iiad in the meanwhile discussed the 
p('ril which lln-y were exjiosed, and Sambo had 
advis(‘d them, in eu'^e it came to extremities, to pos- 
sess ilieiie-eives immediately of all tin’ handspikes, 
wliieh were arranged on deck in several places. The 
liaiulspike is a fearful weapon in ihe hand ol’ a j)ow (‘r- 
ful man; ande\en if tlnw did not understand how* to 
manage a vessel, still they would be able to keej) 
atloal, until liiey wen' picked U{) and saved by some 
regular crui'it*r. They were naturally all determined 
to die st)oner tlian let themselves be sold as slaves 
again, and prope.sal.-s were already made to bring tho 
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affair to a at onoc, by addressing the captain; 

and telling him plainly of what they sus[)cctcd him — 
when I'raiik cam(* to them and announced the pro- 
posed lists of names, &e. 

The old man wanned them not to go down singly 
into the cabin ; but Frank assured them that there 
was not th(‘ sliglitest danger, as the captain was below' 
])y Ihmself, and wliatever miglit be his ohj(»ct liere- 
after, he was quitch certain no danger hung over them 
there. They w*ere well aware they had nothing to 
f(‘ar from fh(^ young lad, for he had proved that ho 
nu'ant well by th(*m, and so they determined on ob(‘y- 
ing th(' order. Sambo, however, who was to go last, 
was appointed to tell the ca])tain at tlu‘ sanu? time 
that they were awan? what they laid to t*xpeet from 
him, and w'ere ready to signal tlie first ship that 
a])proach(‘d tiunu and denounce him, on the slightest 
attempt to deprivt? them of their lihto’ty. 

“Halloo, below there!” the mate's voice cried at 
this moment through the hatch, “ all on deck for 
revii’W — nj) with you, men and women ; arterwards you 
can slt*ep tlu* whole day if you like.” 

The negroes who were not already deck quickly 
obevi'd this order; and a ])ortion of tlu'm were about 
to go dowm straight to the cal>iii, when the mate 
laughingly sto[)ped them, and made them understand, 
tts well as he eoidd in his broken Portuguese, that the 
captain bad only one hand to write w ith, and so could 
only reet'ivo one at a time, 

“ Vou long scamp,” be then tunied to a young lad, 
“ can go tirst ; or, stop, we will take the wtuneii and 
children first, and then it w*ill work better — so now off 
we go, and mind you keep order.” 
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• One of the women with a child in her arms was to 
(jn lirst ; ;iiul Trank liad also been called to undertake 
tlie writiiuj:, ‘'oid inscribe their names, while the 
captain ijuestioned them. This all went on with 
considerable regularity and speed — one after the other 
climbed cautiously dow'ii the narrow steep ladder, 
and, after bcin" examined, quilted the cabin again 
by a small dcfor, which led lirst into a dark store-room, 
in which a light w as burning, and then into the main- 
deck, though they were obliged to climb over a quan*- 
tily of cables in tlu'ir [mogress. 

The mate stood at the top of the steps, and called 
thos(‘ singly w ho w vre to gi» down, .and whm all was 
in due order, he did not wait till all was finisluMl 
hi'iow, hut lot one wcunan go down as tar as the door, 
[•’rom the main-deck the women, ^s tlu*y r<*turned, 
Could converse with their husbands on dirk; but a 
sailor ke[)i watch here, to let jio viw up again b(‘for(‘ 
the lists wt‘re made* out ; all went so quietly, and 
tile crew lauglicd and gossijicd with the negn)es, so 
tlKit they soon began to feel safer, or at least convinced 
that tor the pn-smt no liarm was inteijdt‘d them. Old 
Sambo was the only one still dissatisthal, and sat at 
tlie fnre-balch. In learn from some of the women what 
they bad been a>ked, bow they ba(t betm treated, and, 
(‘specially, if they had seen any one in the cabin b(?side 
llic ca])tain and the boy. These <|ueslions were asked 
in the language of his own country, and the sailors, 
who w«*re also looking down, could not understand 
anything of it. The answers, however, must have 
Wen satisfactory, or aroused no further suspicion, for 
the old man made no remark to them, and only fell 
back again into his old watchful position. 
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Now carno iljc men : the mate sent four or fire of 
the young f'llows forwards, where one of the sailors, 
a J^>rtuguoH(?, was telling the negroes who surrounded 
him a story which convulsed them with laughter. 

“ Halloo, my boy ! ” the mate now' called to one of 
them, lie was the most pow'erful of the whole band, 
a gigiintic fellow, with broad shoulders and muscular 
arms — “ make? haste, that w'o may get the? aflair finished, 
or else it will 1)(‘ dinner-time before it’s all over.” 

^ The negro ^)h(‘yed, pulled up liis white limm trow- 
sers, and parted the woolly hair on his forehead. ]Ie 
tlien (juickly descended the companion ; but be hardly 
reached the bottom step wlien he r(‘ceived a tremen- 
dous blow on the temple, and w'as burled to tlu* ground 
like a sa<^k ; the blow liad lu'Cii struck with a life- 
])r(‘servor, and t|^e unhappy fellow' was immediately 
dragged, bound and gagged securely, into the store- 
room. 

Frank, who w;as busily engagoU in w riting, and sat 
w'ith bis back to the sti'ps, laid not bad th(* slightest 
i(h‘:i of siicli an act of barbarity, until he heard tho 
fall, and turned round in alarm. But lov he could 
utt(*r a wi»rd, old Hrendall’s hand w*as on liis slioulder, 
and close 1(» his forehead he saw' the muz/.le of tho 
arnu‘d ])islol, w liih* the old man, wliose eyes seemed 
to Hash tire, hissi'd in Ids ear : — 

“ One word, viper, and I’ll blow' your brains up to 
the deck, as if they were chaff in the wind; — you 
villain, do you think I took you on board and fed and 
clothed you, that you should reward my good deeds 
with treason ? (Juiet — one word, and you are a corpse ; 
my forefinger is quivering to pay you your w ell-merited 
rew ard.’* 
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• ilt rr's anothor coming down,” the mate exclaimed 
ri'jaiu at tliis moment ; “now* then, fatly, make haste 
ami get down !” 

* Here the legs of one of tlie negroes became visible ; 
at t!ie next moment he stood below, and saw at a 
LTianct' the danger that menaced him, but it was too 
late, ami whih' lie started back in horror, the blow 
struck him’ \\hieh hurled him to tlu‘ ground. 

A thinl, a fourth, and fifth followed in this manner, 
ami tilt* captain hy this cunning and devilish sclieme 
w uild i‘asii\ havt‘ been abh* to nmder one half, and 
lho?<‘ till* strongest of the band, harmless, had not old 
Samlio aho\(' kejit a wateli over tiio.'^‘ who went down 
ami those who again beeame visible in the main-(h*ck. 
( 'a >ar was the lirst who notieedMiu* dangiT which 
ihn'atencd their scheme, and ht* whisjxn’cd to the mate 
as lie passt'd h.im, to get the old fellow away from 
his jHist, or else he would notice what they were 
about. 

“ WV'll soon stop his fun,” the mate lauglu'd gimtiy 
la himself; and crossing over the deck he called 8ambo 
by nain(\ 

The ohl man did not appear to hear liirn. 

Hall' Ml, Samho, my man — one (»f you just go and 
nmige till* deaf old rascal in the rjb.s ; — Sambo, hang 
it, man, the captain wants you.” 

“ Jlut 1 don't want captain.” the old man growled, 
without leavimg his plaet*, and thmi shouted below, — 

C'ong<» — w here is Congo ? he went tiow ii the 
and 1 liave not seen him come back \et I” 

Tlu* sixth had just gtmo dow n, ami while he was 
being gagged and rendered harmless, Frank, who could 
no lunger endure to be the witness of such horrors, 
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sprang up, but ^yas felled senseless to the ground by 
the captain’s fist. 

Congo — u'htTO /> Congo P '' old man non 

shouted below, louder than before ; — ‘"what ! Congo 
not there yet? and (iuhieanot there either F — Stop, 
stop, behind there !” he shouted to a couple of young 
fellows, who were just preparing to go down; “stop, 
then! arc some still below — let them coine up 
lirst.” 

■ “ There is no one below, you black scoundrel !” the 
nial(' shouted, scarcely suppressing his fury, at the old 
man preventing tht' fruition of their scheiiu' ; “ come, 
get on, boys, >vhy are you standing there and 
gaping?” 

“ Sambo says not go,” one of tlicm rejilied. 

“ Sambo be hanged!” the sailor growled; “make 
baste and go below, and don’t ko(‘p the others 
waiting.” 

“ Stop, stop, slop — -.treachery!” the old negro now 
yelled acros.s tlu‘ dix'k* and Scij) retjuired no lurther 
warning, for tlu* mate at the same momen-t drew a 
])islol, while the sailors suddenly threw themsi'lves on 
till' startled and surprised negroes, and struck dow'u 
aJl who opposed them. 

l^ut they did not tind them so utterly unprepared : 
the old man’s shout had bt‘eu given at tlu' right mo- 
ment, and seizing the nearest haudspiki‘s, as they had 
arranged, they oH’ered an obstinate resistance to the 
sailors. Scip, espirially, one of the most powiTful of 
the band, who had been in such imminent peril of en- 
tering the lion’s den, escaped the mate’s furious blow, 
and seizing a broken piece of a handspike gave tho 
mate such a blow on the temple, that he fell back 
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.a^Jun^t the coombings of the liatchway, and was hurled 
• to the bottom of the companioiu 

This Scip'a comrades time to rnjjrrt, for the 
sailors below^ who were just on the point of rushing 
on deck to assist the others, were impeded by the 
mate’s bodv as it fell in their wav : they soon cleaved 
the bows of the vessel from all the wliite men, and 
called lo’tlie blacks who were in the main-deck, to 
c<niu‘ up. Hut (’msar had already taken his measures 
to prevent this, for he scarcely noticed that the 14'- 
groi'.' seentod treaeht'ry, and would probably dtdeiid 
tliemst‘I\ fs, before he sprang, witii on(‘ of the sailors, 
to tlie hatchway, from which the ladder had been 
rem<)\ril early in the morning, ami dn‘\v across it the 
heavy e(im[)anion, upon which he threw two heavy 
cask.s of Maniok flour, placed there for the purpose. 

Hut his treachery to his own race wius fated, on this 
o<a*asion, to bear bad fruit. Seip, who had vow'ed to 
kill the mulatto, aar soon as Sapiho had informed him 
of the eaptai’Ts shameful design, —for only by his 
j>ersua.>ioii had they escaped from tludr foniUT master, 

— hanlly .Naw hy wliat devilish euuiiiiig tlieir destrue- 
tioii was pn pari'd and was now being executed, than 
he threw Idmsrlf oil the mulatto, careless of personal 
danger, and with the war-cry of his race on his 
lip.s^ 

'J'iii* latter heard the yell, and with a rapid glance 
at lii.s assailant, he speedily reeogni/-(‘d the danger 
that ihreatiwied him and turned to fly, but it was 
t<»o late, and when he found his foe close behind him, 
he had mdy time t<» turn and draw his knife, wldch — 
like all the other sailors on board the pirate ships— he 
had concealed this luoruing beneath his w ide Guern- 
G 
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8ey. Altliou^li 1 h* struck furioush' at tin* nej^ro with 
his knife, what avail was st<*cl against the rush of’ liis 
arouH(‘(i assallanl r The negro stoop<’(l d.)wn for a 
spring, like a tigt r that is c<Ttain of its prey, and 
spurning the \\eaj)(>n In* lield in his hurnl, for h(‘ 
long(*d to clutch hisviclim in his grasp, ht* hurled it 
from him, and houmh d furiou.-ly on the upraised knife 
of his enemy. 

Tlie knih' (‘iitered h/is side and th(‘ \sound wa^ ni<w- 
tal ; h\it his iron fingers were pressed on the ihr '.tt of 
t)ie mulatto. (\-e.*':ir atit'injjted to ery for In ip ; hut 
his strength failed him: one of tJie erew sju*:mg for- 
ward and pnlh'd Scip back, in tlu* intiiifioj of tying 
his Iiands, for it was to their advantage to sj>:uv t'u- lile 
of their slavcvs as far as they could ; l)ut it wa^^ in vain : 
tlic avenger held tlio dying man eonvulsively. and 
gloated over tlic sight of his fearfully di.-lorU-j 
tun's . 

Tom Tlrendall had by this time foitnd Ids wav o. <ief 
past the st'iiseless body of liis mate, am* ovo.) 
by the rest of the crew, be rusbed with ' , • c ■ 
eourago on t]\e band of negroes, who i tiely 

awaited the attack. Ihdli parties kmw ''hat they 
liail ti> expect from each t»ther, but Tom l^rendall 
was more especially conscious that sucli a fa\ourable 
moment as this, when a portion of the negroes was 
bound and another imprisoned oi* the main-deck, 
would never return. Unless he coiupiered now, tlie 
fearfully excited slaves woidd be ino sters of the ship, 
and himself and his cn'w were irrevocably 

Then* is nothing luon^ terrible in the world than 
the struggle of despair on botird a ship : the conquered 
have no hope iii flight — death stalks around them, and 
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frenzy takes the place of fear, the weakest man 
: : Inst heeoiiK’s a <;iaut. 

Xeverlh(‘les.s, iht' selfishness of their enemies in 
tills instance helprii the poor betrayed negroes; any 
ne th('y killed or wounded dangerously wiiiihl be a 
c lear and tlie jiirates at first \Nould not make use 
' f tlieir fire-anns. Ihit r»f what avail were their 
kiiisi's totlfc'in: The negroes stcH»d on the forecastle 
■vith tlieir ha?idspikc‘s raisrd. and (‘very man tluw 
.-truck fell .-enseh/ss on the deck. 

“ 'fliund* r and death ! '* tin- old man shoutc'd whi*n 
t’iioir was repulsod by the hlac'ks. who were 

ilghlini: f>r tie ir lives* and the noise ,of remding wood 
rc'ached Ills ear from hedow ; the villains ari‘ break- 
ing out from the main-deck - two oi* you to the cabin, 
and strike at eve ry black head that, shows itsedf.” 

‘* i'(.rwa''ds, th(‘r(‘, forwards!” the agtal Sambo 
( hcd'it this inoniont; “ Indp, boys, to liberate our 
<'on» ' and then the vessel w ill be ours.” And 

-^]>rmging from the forecastle* lut rushed on the jiiriites, 

' losel\ Idllowed by lus compatriots. This coup ilc. 

■'fip. was s<, sm*ct*ssful that the crew' had gn*at difli- 
^■:dty in licddini: their own, wliilc from the cabin 
■ rund' d llir wild <*ry of the other negroes, who had 
iun>i Mprii thr dr)or leading into jt, and wen* now 
iorei!ig tlieir way on deck. 

lUit the time* was now past when the pirates could 
spare their victims, in the hope of keeping tlieir slaves 
sound, w iiid and limb ; tliey were eompelled to defend 
Th(*ir ow n lives, and HreiulaH’s hoarse shout of ** Fire!” 
e choed :uTo>s the deck. 

The eflt c t w a.*^ terrific and niino\is for the negroes ; 
idr the white men tore tlu* canvas from a chest in the 

• u 
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centre of the deck wliicb had been placed t])cre during 
the morning, and had not been noticed by the nogroei*,* 
and taking out the already loaded lirc-arni&«, they 
hurled destruction in the ranks of the enemies. 

“Forward.s!” Sambo shouted, who saw that th(‘ir 
only safety lay in spurning death ; Forwards ! ” but 
it was his last wonl. Tom Brendall, pressinghis pistol 
almost against his temple, drove a bullet through his 
brain, and the next shot hurled anotluT negro to the 
•ground, who was just rushing at the captain. 

Although the other negroe.s, who had hitherto l>een 
conrmed in the main-deck, now rushed forward, a 
showiT of lead greeted them, and before they could 
C(dlect their strengtli, the pirates, who had clubbed 
their muskets, had driven the terrified negr(>es back 
to tlu* fori'castle and kept them there. 

But let us pa.ss over tlie horrors of this tiTrible, 
unnatural eonlliid — whtm Frank r(‘covered his scaises, 
all was ijver, but he found himself in tlii' hold, bound, 
nml an)uud him lay thi* ehaiuetl forms of t!u‘ slaves. 

For four days he lay in tlu‘ sheltering, burning 
bold, and fancied be slionld die ; for fiur days he Inward 
the curses and cries of pain from liis neighbours, who 
W(*rt' longing for death, to bring them at h*ast an 
alleviation of their torture. ^lany of them were 
wounded, and gasped for water toqueneh tin* fi vtTish 
thirst tliat parched their tongues; hut only twice a 
day did <»ue of the crew come the Portugut*se who 
performed the duties the cook — and brougiit them 
a hard ship’s biscuit and a draught of water to keep 
them at least alive. 

On the buirth evening they heard the anchor chain 
running out, and blessed the hour which brought any 



iniLisK PEisoy. 


85 


chango in their situation, for let it be whnt it \vouhl, 
it must afford them alleviation, as it could not he 
more fearful. 

By day they certainly heard steps and strange 
voices on d('ok, but no one came below to look at 
them; even the cook was absent at tlie regular hour, 
and it must have been at least ten o’clock, wlien he 
brought thmn their scanty, and yet st) hmged-f^r 
meal. He was followed on this oeeasioii by the cap- 
tain and two of the crew, and Frank was released* 
from the staneiii(»n, to which he was bound, and 
carried into the storeroom aft, ^here he w:js left to 
.himself, wliile the two pirates who accompanied him, 
nmde no nudv to the (luestions he addre>sed to 
them. 

Oh! Imw lie enjoyed the cool, fresh, niglit hrei'/e, 
wlien they liftivl him on deck, ami hal him to his m‘W 
prison! how he inhaled with gn'cdy respirations the 
pure and freshening blast, which came from the 
neiglihouring mountains — bift he was alhoved no 
time to enjoy that which (Jod had granted to all his 
creatures e»[iially. He could only ea.st a rapid glance 
around, and he saw that they were at anchor iiefbre 
an immen.se city, whose thousand lights gn-etrd him, 
and mount,ains enclosed the wholy setMie : hut llim 
his torturers forced liim to descend to his ]>rlsMn, 
and night — fearful, horrible, darkness — surrounded 
him. 

“Why doesn’t the old one send the young villain over- 
board ?” one asked the other, as they again astamded 
the companion ; “ there are sharks enough to .spare us 
all further trouble —the mate is besides quite wild, 
that we didn’t do it long ago.” 
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“Tlieold one didn’t like it!” the otlier growled, 
he thinks we must luive a steward, and would run 
the wime risk with any other boy : this one is, at 
least, a little broken in,” he added, “ and will soon be 
all right.” 

“ ilem ! I don’t know!” the first said again, “when 
it ain’t in the blood, teaching isn’t of much use, as 
my father always said, when he wanted to make a 
parson of me- and there he was quite right, the parson 
-wasn’t in my blood, and so it is W'ith this boy. The 
j)iratt‘ ain’t in him, and the sooner we get rid of him, 
tlu' bettiT — he’ll do no good — the devil take such 
8qu(‘amish cubs.’’ 

Tlu‘ two im*n went forwards again, and for a whole 
week Trank saw no one save the cook, wlu) brought 
him liis prison fare, but at times fresh tropical fruits, 
and a glass of wiiu* now and then, so that he should 
gain Ills strimgth again, as he said. At tlu' expiration 
of this poriod, f;’rank heard the anchor weighed once 
more, tlie vessel (jiiiveivd to its keel, w hi^n I lie heavy 
chain wounil round the capstan— then all became 
quiet — tlic vessel gently iiceled over- half an hour 
later, and its rt‘gular pitchingaiid heaving sliowtal they 
w ere out tt) sea. The |»oor bi»y sank despairingly back 
on his hard bed, for he was dragged out to sea once 
again in the company of tliese monsters, and wliat 
would now be his fate, w hen so utterly and hopelessly 
in their power ? 
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CHAPTER X. 

FRANK HECAME A PIRATE — THE FIRST PRIZK. 

Trank is ag^ain ri-least-d. Tlie captain’s warning. A Sweilisli 
)»rig is 'attacked and boarded. Tlie fate of tlie crew. 
Walking the ])lank. An unexpected inciilent. The Turfh^ 
ilorr i> baulked <»f her I>re3'. Arrival of two inen-uf-war. 

Trank li;ul sc*;ircc‘ly bad lime lo eoiivirice liimself, 
by tile motion of tin* vessel, liiat tb<‘y h.»d really 
goiK' to sea again, than tlie door^of bis prison was 
opeiK'd, and tlie Portnguese eame in to take oif his 
eliains. 

“ Now ke(*p quiet, niy boy,” lie said, at tbe sanu^ 
time, ami be reasonable for tbe future - tbe captain 
is willing to dost* an eye, and si t you free, but 1 
wouldn'l be in vour skin if be catches vou again 
iiitiTfering in bis alfuirs : so Inind wbat you’re about, 
my boy, and be careful — you must know best wbal’s 
good for your bidi*.” 

.With tliis well-meant warning tbe Ikirtugucse 
unloosed tiu* padb»ck, and when tbe boy rose slowly 
and strelelied bis limbs, in order t^) accustom them to 
ibeir now unusual exercise, be opened the door, and 
added laughingly: - 

on, comrade, and mind you get to leeward 
of tb(‘ old man ; but you’ll find it a bard inatUT, I 
expect.” 

Frank ver\ clearly understood wbat tbe sailor 
meant by this, but wjis at the same tirnt* resolute, that, 
lot wbat would hap|H?ii, be would not yield a hair’s 
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breadth to the man who had brought liirn into such 
a situation by false represcuitatious. Besides tliis, 
weari(^d of his life, it appeared to him quite indifferent 
what the villain did to him ; and yet lie was far from 
having seen all the liorrors of this fearful vessel, and 
was fat(‘d to b(‘ a wiinesH of inueh worse scenes, than 
those lu! had alr(‘ady experienced — and Frank believed 
that it had been the inoat fearful thing that could have 
]M)ssihly happeiK'd. 

* “ Ilallo(», my hoy !” tlie captain shouted to him, as 
lie entered the cabin, — “have we knockt'd the non- 
sense out of you a little ? You ought b}* rights to 
inak<^ ac(|uaintanc'' with tlie gunner’s daughter, and I 
])romised it you, hut 1 will first try once more what 
efiect kindness will have on you, and b.hope you will 
repent your ingratitude, and behave yoursidf better 
— shame on you, to b(‘iray your benefactors to a band 
of niggers.” 

“ 1 ow<* you T^t) gratitude',” tlie boy rc'plied lioldly, 
and ill the full consciousness of his rectitude ; “ when 
1 came aboard 1 thought you were honi'st trailers, and 
not what you are,” he added, gloomily, ‘‘ ami iiad you 
let me go my way then unhindered, 1 should now Jie 
working for honest people, happily and eonttmteilly. 
]hit let me go now^ and I will luit say a word about 
you to any one ; it will be a warning to me for my 
future life, but, indeed, you have no right to claim 
my gnititude.” 

Tlu* captain did not appear to be at all angry at the 
boy’s bold sjH'cch, on the coutrarv , he laughed quietly, 
and then rt'inarked : — 

** I am glad, my boy, that you won’t let yourself-be 
bulligd — I like boldness and courage, but it mustn’t 
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bo applied in a wrong direction/* ho added, menac- 
ingly, and his eye assumed a cold and terrible appear- 
ance ; “ the way overboard is short, and n'lnemlxT, 
Frank, it will only cost me one word, if cverj have 
cause to be dissatisfied with you again. But,’* ho 
added, in a kinder tone, “ you will be more reasonable 
. — thousands have grown so before you, and there is 
an old sailor’s rule, never to keep higher in tin* wind 
than the course you want to steer ; if you do so, it 
gmerally brings its own punishnu^nt. 8o now tf) 
your work again, my boy — Porto has managed affairs 
very (pieerly, especially in washing up, since you have 
been off duty, and it’s time for mattiTs to be in order 
again. Not a word more,” be angrily interrupted the 
boy, as lie attempted to .‘*peak ; if you promised to 
bi'have yourself 1 wouldn’t believe you till 1 bad 
])roof(»f it, and anything els(‘ will do you no good, 
but only make your case worse. So * right aliout 
face,’ as they say ashore, and be off y ilh you.” 

7’b(‘ old man turned away, and Frank, who clearly 
saw that no discussion would be of any usi* at the 
present moment, left the cabin, and went in the first 
instance on dtrk, to s(*e whereabouts they were. 

The Turih ilovr was standing out to tlie sea with a 
fresh northerly breeze, and every sgil set, and the vessel 
looked as clean and tidy as if it had just left port, new 
rigged and painted. Frank could not se«‘ a sign of 
niggers — even tlie two black.s, formerly belonging to 
the crt‘W, Chesar, the mulatto, and Jirn, had disap- 
peared, and the maindeck was empty, and the port- 
holes wide open. Frank shuddered, when he thought 
of what could have become of all the unfortunates, 
but he dared uot ask after them, and the dark scowl- 
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ing faces, raany of them still displaying unhealed 
wounds, that angrily and menacingly regarded him, 
did not, in truth, aid in causing him to forget the past 
scenes of terror. 

The mate himself gave him the worst greeting ; he 
had a tremendous, almost fresh wound across his fore- 
head and nose, which gave his generally ugly face a 
still more terrible expression. 

“ Down witli you to yoiu* own place,” he attacked 
ilie boy, you young scoundrel ! what have you got to 
8])y liere — you’re looking after your black villains of 
comrades ? if my advice were followed, you wouldn’t 
have troubled to Ipok after them again. Off with you, , 
and not a word, or 111 knock out your brains, if a 
ihoimind ' (dd ends * interfered — treacherous young 
hound!” and he siawped his foot with fury. 

Frank’s heart hounded, the blood rushed to his 
temples, and ti‘ars filled his (yes, through pain 
and anger ; l)ul what could he, a child, do against all 
tlicse grown-up criiniuals ? he co\dd only havi» given 
them cause for further ill-treatment. Still, h(‘ vowed 
to himself that he would r(*pay the insult whenever he 
had au oppojtuJiily, and the hitter feeling of revenge 
took root for tlie tirst time in his young and yet 
uneorrupted licart. , 

From that day he carried a knift' in his belt, under 
his jaeket: he wished to be proti'cted against the ill- 
treatment of these men, and if they drove him to 
exlnmiities, they should at least feel the sting of the 
worm which they had so mercilessly trampled on. 

Hut Ihert' were soon other things to do on board 
than iU-tn*at a boy. The look-out man signalled a 
ship on the lee bow, two days afler the events just 
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dosicrlbetl, and the Turtledove — who, in spito of her 
evident character, still retained this pcacetul name — 
steered straight towards her, so as to cross her l>ows. 
liefore long they had drawn near enough to recognize 
tiu* flag, and it was soon found to be a Swcdisli brig, 
})r(»ba!)ly bound to one of the Dutch or French settle- 
ments in Central America, to barter her cargo for the 
produce of warmer latitudes. 

ZVow, however, the character of the seliooner was 
openly deelan'd, as they probably expected an ('aslrr 
j)riz(‘ bv terrifv ing the foe. The swivtd was uncovered, 
and amiminition brought on d(‘ck ; th(‘ crew wert‘ 
armed to tin' teeth with cutlasse^t and pistols, and 
when within gun-shot of the Swede, tJie b/ood-red 
signal of murder run up to ihv peak, and fluttered 

ill the breeze. 

On tioard the Swede terrible confusiou suddenly 
prvYuded : tlj(‘ en.'w ran back and forward, and it was 
(‘vident that the fearful symbol of the pirate had terri- 
fied tliem. The Shark : — for even the false name', 
whieh had been till now stretched over tlie right (>n(‘, 
on a ])ie(‘e of canvass, w'as removed — hud, in the mean 
while, tliough without firing a slud, ap[)roaeheil so 
near the brig that they could h(*arthe eonfused onh rs 
on board 'wheii Tom Brendallgaye tlie signal to fire, 
luid directly aft<’rwar<l8 the shot pierced the brig’s 
quarter, and cnteiTd the cabin. 

The sailor at the wheel through this lost his head 
so completely, that he allowed the slop to fall off from 
the wind, and offered the pirate an excellent chance* to 
sweep her decks, fore and afl, with the second shot. 

The mute of the Sliorkr was standing at the swivel, 
and a rtally satauic smile crossed his features on 
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perceiving the advantage llms offered them. Tie did 
not hcHitate a nioirient in employing it ; and the next 
shot produced a fearful efftrt on board the doomed 
brig. Cra.shing tlirough a crowd of people nho were 
coU(*cted on the quart er-dt*ek, it whizzed close jiast 
the mainmast and struck the foremast, whose splinters 
wounded the sailors standing around, while the lua.ss 
of woodwork and spars slowly fell over the side. 

Th<‘ brig was a wreck ; and the schoon(*r, p(‘rfectly 
sure of ima ting with no further resistance, ran ah)ng- 
side of her a fi*w’ minutes later, while the pirates lea[)t 
aboard from the hammoek nettings, and threw Ihein- 
H(*lve.s on tlie fi*\v dt'feueeless sailors, whom they bound 
ami [daced a guard over. 

The mate of the brig had been killed by the seeond 
shed, the eaptaiu wounded by a splinter from the* bul- 
warks, and, whiU‘ the rapacious band hurried below to 
carry edf all worth taking, Tom Brendall commanded 
the Swedish captain to give up his ri'ady money or 
any valuables lu' possessed. The latter, however, 
tlumgh smarting from his wounds, hit bis lips to- 
gether, and 1<»hl the pirate he might do his worst, but 
lu^ should not have the money, — that was well con- 
cealed, and sliould swim or sink with the ship, 

“ Thert^ an* ways to jiersuade obstinate gentlemen 
like you, my old fellow,” the pirate iiiaid, with a laugh; 
“ such things often hapj>en in (»ur trade, and we know' 
how* we have to treat them. If your money is dearer 
to you than the lives of your crew*, we can always 
have a lark with you afterwards. On deck, there !” he 
shout4^d to several of his own crew , — ** push out the 
plank, and make the lads in the bow's take a walk one 
after the other, till I tell you to atop.” 
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Ay, ay, sir,” the myrmidons readily replied; a 
]daiik \vas thrust about six feet outwards from the 
bulwarks, while a number of the bandits put their 
feet on the other end, and seizing the first to hand (»f 
the crew of the ill-fated vessel, they unbound him and 
liade him “ inarch.” 

The poor fellow knew* his fate ; it is tlie usual cus- 
tom of pirates to get rid of their prisoners in this 
May ; and Mithout saying a Mord, though vith fury in 
his glance, he talked toward the jilank. lie Mas a 
j)owert‘ul young fellow, of a truly athh tie form ; and 
one of the jiirates who perfornuHl tin* functions of 
boatswain, and was now leaning against the bulwarks 
to watch the death of the first victim, said, with a 
malicious smile, — 

“ lie'll make a tidy hole in the watt r, and be a 
delicate* morsel for the fishes.” 

“ You (hire, not murder my men in tiiat way ! " tin* 
Swedish eaptain iiom' shouted, and regarded the ter- 
rible seene with deathly fear. 

“Dare?” old Tom llreiidall remark(*(l ; “Mhat 
don’t we dare, — and who is to prevent u.s ? Over w iih 
him !” 

“Come, my beauty, make haste!” shouted the 
boatswain. 

*• I am going,” the Swede replied, “but not alone!” 
and before the pirate could utter a cry of surprise or 
defend himself, tlie desp<*rat<‘ imm rushed upon him, 
seizi‘d him with a giant’s strength, and bore him out 
on the plunk. 

“ Help ! ” the terrified pirate yelled at the instant, 
— “ help ! ” and his comrades were liurrying to his 
assistance, but, forgetting that they were standing on 
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the board to keep it down, thoy had hardly quitt(‘d 
thoir place ore the other end of the plank tilted and, 
witli th(^ men, Bank in the waters, which closed over 
their headw. 

Th<‘ boatswain did his best to rise again to the sur- 
face, and the really terrified pirates watched with 
horror the death struggle going on beneath them in 
the clear s(‘a ; but he might as well have tried to 
libtu'ate his linibs from the iron clutch(*s of a vice. 
Tli(‘re was no hope left for the Swede, he knew that 
only too w(‘ll, and h(* mercilessly bore one of his assas- 
fiins with him to the bottom. 

Old Brendall stamped the de<*k furiously ; the boat- 
swain was one of his best hands, and the obstinacy of 
the captain did not serve to appease him. L(*aving 
him Ufid(T the cliarge of two of bis men, Ife went down 
biinself Into tlu' cabin to staircli for tht‘ biddtu) trea- 
sure ; but the sum of ready money was very trifling, 
and the cargo, consisting principally of meal and a few 
short goods, jjromised them but slii^ht profit. 

Ketuniing to the deck again, be tlireatened the 
captain once again witii tlic execution of his formtT 
menace, but in vain ; the Swetle adhered to Ins deter- 
mination. 

“ J)(» what you like with us, dogs that you are!’* be 
cried in furious desperation ; “ for, ev(‘n if 1 gave you 
up our money, our fate would remain the same, — you 
Avould murder us that you might bo sociirt* from 
detection.” 

“ (Jood ! then you shall at least make the journov in 
company ! ” the pirate hissed through his teeth ; and 
his whi.stle brought his accomplices on deck, when 
they tied the crew, with the captain in the centre, 
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•^tH'urely round the still standing mainmast. When 
this was done, thcw searched every corner of the 
vt‘sseh even pulle<l out the pumps to look whether the 
Swc'dt* had not sehcted this as the hiding-place for his 
treasun*, but to no purp(».se ; they found notliing hut 
what lay opt ii in the cupboards, and the fury t)f the 
pirates tlius dt'ceivt'd, knew* no bounds. 

‘‘ Sail ho ! oiH' of the crew suddenly shouted, and 
when all eyi'.s wore turned in the diri'ction he indi- 
cated, they (listinc’tly saw two .sail to w indward, which* 
wcr(‘ coining up rapidly with the fn'sh hia czi*. 

Old Hnndali touk the Swede’s gla.'^s, whieh lay 
on tilt* cvunpanion, and. walking to tlu' .skylight, 
carefully regarded the apiiroaching vt s.'^cls ; but they 
tlid not a[)pcar to plcast' him, for ’he calleil tlu* mate 
and told him to look as well. What tlu* two shi[>s 
were, wa.s soon elcar to his crew as wtdl as to that of 
tlie captured ve.sscl, fu* tlu; orth‘r to make .sail immedi- 
ately, sumuioned all the pirates on llie deck of the 
hi range vessel. 

“ And now fire the nest here and then on hoard 1 ” 
tlu* captain’s voice sounded coldly and fearfully in the 
ears of the prisoners — ‘‘the lioys have made us hut, 
and we w ill do the same to tliem.” 

‘‘ ilalloo, there, Ihll, James, Jtrdshirt !” tlu* mate’s 
v<*ice was lieanl ahovt* the wild hurrah of the bandits, 

- '‘* bring tlu* coals out of tlu* caboost*. the .‘♦pars amid- 
ships will help us — so, <]uick, my boys!- we havu’t 
much time to lose.’’ 

He had no occasion to repeat tlie order; the savage 
hand, n'ndcred furious Imih by tbeir disappointed 
hopes and the death of their comrade, soon returned 
With the coals. Piled up on the deck and covered 
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with all the word work lying loose about, the thick 
smoke soon rose on high, and when the pirates pushed 
off their little vessel with wild shouts, the flames 
burnt vividly, aud eagerly seized on all around. 

But the tShar/c had no time to lose, for the ap- 
proa(;hiiig vess(?Is were distinctl^^ recognised to be 
men-(;t-war, by lh(? bold, symmetrical cut of their 
masts, aud tlu ir sails. They were a ship of the line 
aud a corvi*tti‘, of which the latter appeared to be by 
Tar tli(‘ swifttT sailer. Tliose on board the pirate 
could jiot be mistaken as to the character of the two 
vessels, and the corvette, after exchanging a few 
liurried signals, began the chase, while the man-of-war 
ran u[> alougsid(j the burning vessel, to save what 
could yet be saved; 


CHAPTEK XI. 

MOKE SCENES ON IlOAKl) THE 1*1 KATE, AND HOW 
FRANK CAME TO A DlSl'ERATE KESOEITION. 

The parHuit. Tom ItrentUll an artful trick. A French 

nierchant vcsHul is boardod. The Shark rouiuls Horn. 

Land ho I 'rile tnaii-of wHr steamer. The Sharl '» j»a{*cr« are 
overhauled. Frank leaps overho.ard. The I'irate is hluwa 
out of the watiT. Escape of the mate. l>e;ith of Tom 
Itrendall. 

FttANK, who had been a horrified spectator of the 
wluile fe:u*fiil scene, under the strict charge* of the 
cook, had really formed an iutcutioii to leap over- 
board, and risk his life in attempting to assist the 
unhappy lS\iedish crew. But whether the cook sus- 
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poctod somethin of tlie sort, or would not o^poso 
riiii to the teniptntion, he suddenly seized the h^y hy 
the eolhir, lie'll tlie sdioeiier had cut the ro])es wliieli 
-til] bound her to the buriiiu" vessel, and led him 
(Iwwii into the eahin, where h<‘ was eoTnjielled to remain, 
ti’l they had pnu'eeded so ^reat a distanee from the 
-s])(d as t-i render every at tempt to hel[) th'.MU tVuiih'ss. 

The l>o\*'s last hope was now in the eorvi‘tte. from 
wlioin tie' -eliooiHT was attempting: to «'seaj>e, and thi.^ 
hope' appeared to he eonjlrmed, when ii'i^ht did not* 
tak<' them niit of tlie enemy’s reaeh. < Mil Urenilail 
ste< rt'd the same eMurse all idijht. in tho <'\poeta*ion 
that he would oet far eiiouir|i to wipdward to render 
any furtlier pursuit vain. 'Tin' e-'inette, liow (u »■!•, lay 
almost as elo.-e to tin.- wind :is di«l*the sehoon. r. arul 
sailed better, so that the pursuer was soon in daii- 
LUTons pro\i:nitv. The liLdit luvt'/.i* alom* ta\ourel 
the sehiMiiier, and the pirato determined to lalo’ mope 
advantai^'e of llie next n;_rhl. ll had, eoiiso p.mntly, 
.-'•aret' si-t in, ere tl'e ohi pirate suddenly on!* i^'d the 
loan at tin* wheel, to let her h»‘ad fail o'!’; t h* \ tlens 
ran for ah 'ut an ie>nr undi'P tlie pn^/tee! !> >!i of ' 
darlviie-s, til! thiy f.inei"d tisey vnl l i; > ! i-l:* r l'*o 
seon fi'-tm lite eor\etle. 'I'lie or>ler “to lo-,u-r ad -a:l 
was then 'jiven, and live minule:' ]:\U v iho lay 

witli liukod Spars <•»! tli-.* wator, ai;l s: exly drit'n 1 t » 
leeward.-. 

The next morniiu^^ not a siirTi <d’ a sail wa.s to be 
s('en on distant hori/oji, and the pirate v (*.-•.< ! 

steere<i ddn etly sontliward with evt ry ineh of (’an\a.i 

set. 

Frank iriod in vain to guesS x\ here they wtTe !> 'Un 1 
fur; wii<,;;ier ii was that uii Finiidail di.i nA feti 

u 
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quite secure in the Atlantic, after tlie two last and 
j>ariiiilly unsuccessful crimes, or wlu^ther lie was de- 
sirous of a change of scene; lie did not stop ai^ain, 
ulthoii^^h tiiey met several sail during tlu* L(*\t days, 
and k<‘pt on his southerly course, until they readied 
a (‘ertain latitude below tlie equator, and tlie triuh* 
winds gradually caluu'd, when he sti'ored westward, 
and there was no longer any doubt that he intended 
to round Ca{)e Horn. 

Life on board had, in the meanwhile, bcconu' rather 
monuionous; the crew, who liad been informed of 
their captain’s schcim*, only perfornu'd the abs(dut(‘ly 
necessary dut ies, .and their hatred of the boy had gra- 
dually died away, with the CAception of the mate. 
Jn the excitmnent 'of the last dtaul, much of tlu' fornuT 
was forgotten, and a lueky capture, which tiny made 
in the latitiuh* of Buenos Ayres, appeared to have re- 
stored them tlu'ir old wild humour. 

'fiiiy eam(‘ up w iih and boarded a I'nmeh merchant 
vessel, w hieh had ctmsiiha'able sums on board, (lentil lod 
for Monte A'ideo ; rich booty fell into th{‘ir hands, 
and tluy eontent<'d themselves with .scuttling the 
ve.ssel, aiul giving the remainder of the eivw that had 
iu»t been killed, u chance of reaching the coast in 
their boat, or of being taken olf by another vessel. 
AViiat did the villains care, whether the uidiajipy mtMi 
might be caught in a pampero and sunk, or else perisli 
from thirst tTt» ihty reached a port ? 

Tom Bnaulall, liowever, soenu‘d determined to keep 
oil his original course, in spite of the booty tliey bad 
made. The weather became cold and stormy ; in the 
vicinity of the Talklaiid Islands, they were caught in 
a N ioleut pampero, and a w eek later they were iu snow 
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mill ioo, not far from Staaten Island, at tlio most 
sDutlHTly point of the immense American continent, 
'^N licrc llie end of tlie gigantic vertebra, which extends 
from the Xorthorn Arctic Ocean to the south, under 
the title of Kocky ^lountains, Andes, and Cordillera, 
stretclies out its precipitous clitls into the foaming, 
r.'iij^iug se^, and offers a barrier to its power and fury. 

With a favourable wind, they rounded the (^^po, 
au'L on reaehin^ the Pacific, hurri(*d towards a milder, 
varrruT climate, with all sail set. 

I'rauk had become very melancholy; the sea that 
wa'ihed tiu* shores which he <*allc‘d home, was h*ft far 
b' hijid, anti now, tlirown into the jftid>t of a hand of 
<Timiiials, lie was drifting lioptdes.'ly to ruin. How 
eould he ever sncee<'d in escaj>ing fiis tortun‘s? could 
lie hope' that the arm of the law would t‘ver reaeh the 
hlood-thirsty villains? And, if it were so, would he 
7iot b(‘ exposed to th(‘ dang(‘r of being eouuted one of 
them? Who would believe his statmoent, that lie 
had come on board in ignorance, and was innocent of 
the lilood which tlu; murdering hand laid slied in 
streams ? 

Ami what would be the end, if lie remained any 
longer an instrument of these men, among whom he 
would be ruined, body and soul— wliat would •eventu- 
ally beeonu* of him? Ah! his heart h]('<l, wli(*n lie 
thought of his poor Helen ; %vhat wemM sin* have 
said, if she had known tfiat his first flight into the 
world laid been made on board a pirate r 

The lime lanl nipidly slipped away in (Tuizing baek- 
wards and forwards, and the ship’s log on this day 
indicated the 2 kh December. 

Christmas! — have you ever, dear read<T, spent a 
II 2 
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Cliristmns away from home? I do not wisli it to 
you; 1 will lio])c that tlii.s clieeiy, merry s('a.son is 
eiill pas.si*(l ])y you as liappily, and free from care, 
as\vh(ui you first sirdched out your arms towards tlu* 
plistenihj^ lii;ht, while 8eat<‘d on your iiKJtlicr’s Ir.p. 
.But in tlial ca.^e you do not know Ijow tlic forest with- 
out looks so fearfully quiet and nielanelioly : how l]:e 
clouds dj’ilt athwart the Ldoumy sky with such rajiidity ; 
how thf wav<\s mutter such slram^e melodies, and 
rustle, and dash, and foam, as if tlu* solitude around 
wri'i) unoiidurahle. 'J'hat is tiie season, wlien all the 
j)ictures of home, alas! so fervently and ardently 
cherished, howeviT much tlie storm of lile may have 
subm(‘r;j;ed them, rise to the surface, and ac<juiri* iludr 
old, holy power; tlial is the st'ason when }»ui cannot 
ndVain from tears, even thoui^h you liavc ke]>t them 
dammed up in tludr sluiees with iia)!! >1 1 ’enmh -- mo- 
mory tap> at tlie ]U)rtals of llu‘ heart, and yi>u ha\e 
no t)cca>. 'ii to open them, they tly asunder 'Utane- 
oiisl\ , (lul liiere >!i(‘ ^tantl^, nulancht'ly aiid-inourn- 
<»n t!u‘ threshold, for she luis found *'niv thorns 
(Ui whlcii to lay her luaid — thorns and net t ie> alom* ; 
and Net "11 ///<// eveninu: she does not aeain <iuil htu' 
old ahovh’; .siu’ stays anti weeps, ami, eii llu* iieM 
iimrnin-n einls up her irarinents, to recommence lier 
di'st»late |v>urney tlinui^h life. 

Frank had not enjoyed a friendly liome : no one 
luul lit tlu' (diristmas tree for him, or h tl him wiili 
loxing hand to the present-eo\ ered taid-*, :iud tlie ludy 
eve may iweii at that time have pa.^sed satily and 
sileiulx. hut still it was homv that surrininded him, 
aiul v\on that Lrenerally gloomy, silent man, his nurso- 
father, could not find heart on tlnU day to sc.x a liarsh 
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TTfirrl to him, and allowed him to makecako^!, and told 
him stories of the time when he liad bci n himself a 
child, many loinj:, fearfully years bade. 

And now luu’c ? tludr vessel was lu'aviiui: on the 
• ;uiet iho'ific — tin' mild balmy bret‘Z(‘s of t he SoulluTii 
't a fai:!!<‘d hi^ hr(‘W, and th(‘ blue sky was ])eLre!nmevI 
Vv ith rich dn''t(T> of stars : the irtuitly heavlm:: and fall- 
ini:i; sea rerliia-d at his leet, and yet his j>o.‘r, d(‘solal(' 
heart h-lt so wn teh.ed, so fearfully wrrti 'wd. and at 
liau's. !i even appeared to him, a^ If lie must remauT 
('t ern:hly cut »tir from the rest of the world, from all 
that, was d« ar to liiju, tlie associate of a hand of miir- 
(irn’rs,an(i tlu* participator in thcir.crinies — ami their 
})unishment. 

Tlic Tiext days passed equally fjui(‘lly ami sorrow- 
fully, lie took no jifU’t ill wliat w(-nt on ar-mml him, 
;nul he only fell a jniinful anxiedy, whmi tin* io(*k-out 
in tlu> erosstn'es annomieed a sail- -for must h<‘ tiot 
rv('r fear a rejietitie.n of those scenes of hon'or? Hut, 
{’.r all ihal, he performed Ids duties with 1 lie u1mo>|, 
j'linct uality. ami had thus re-a<*quired the c:iptain’s 
L'''od will, all!iou;:^]i tile mat(‘ detoterl him, ami mmle 
him {hel It at (WiTv op])ort unity that oJh r^ ti. 

“Land hi)I” one of the sailors enh'd on a fin(‘ 
raorniiio, who liai! lieen sent up to n pair •me nf tin* 
.-■i!]', .and wlu'Ti Frank eanu* on deck led. an Isuir 
hit= r, lie could ])orceive a narrow- dark h!mr strijn 
wliich rose ju>t before them, somewhat on tlie lee. 
Tlie hree/.e. howev(T, was so that tliey only 

made \ery sILdit pro^'ress, and the e\(nin^ broke 
• 'O'!* them V»dore they had readied laud. A> long aa 

was 'lark, tin y remaine*J under do3e-reefe»i .sail, for 
th • coral r • fs in th.is neighbourhuud an* very danger- 
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ous, and many a good sliip has had to pay for lier 
contempt of danger with hull and crew. Before 
daybreak they, however, set sail again, and when the 
sun poured its purple beams over the horizon, they 
had drawn so close to one of these exquisitely beau- 
tiful islands, that they could easily distinguish the 
cocoa-palms on the shore, behind which a long low liill 
rose. 

“ Halloo ! there’s a whaler boiling out her oil over 
there,” the mate suddenly said, who, from old habit, 
had taken a glimjjse round the horizon, “I can see the 
smoke.” 

Tom Brendall followed the direction of his linger, 
observed what the mate called smoke for a little whilt', 
and then walked with a shake of his head aft, to 
fetch the glass, and convince himself. He stood 
for a long whih^ observing it, then lowered the glass, 
and said to the mate, who was standing by his 
side : — 

“ Tlait’s no whaler, that’s a steamer, and’ bearing 
down on us in the bargain.” 

‘‘♦Steamer?” the mate growled, shaking Ids head 
incredulously — “ where tljo deuce would a steamer 
come Iroiii in the South Seas ? the smoke from the 
blubber kettles is drifting to leewards, and that, I ex- 
pect, I’orms the long strip.” 

“By God, ’tis a steamer!” the captain asserted, 
however, and the mate, after examining it attentively, 
at last said : — 

“ \relJ ! I don’t care, steamers are nought to me : 
when they he got a hole in them, they soon get sick of 
it — deuce take them all ! ” 

“But if it was a war steamer?” the captiiiu 
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\,To\vlocl, regarding tlio strange Acssel, Avliicli was 
•riipidly overhauling them. “ And I really believe it 
- niiist bo one, for Avhat would a merchant or a mail 
>t(“am('r be looking for here, on the frontier of the 
‘ dangerous Archipelago?’ ” 

“And suppose it was a war steamer?” the mate 
lauglu'd, our papers are so famously in order, that 
w(‘ can let him ov(Thaul us without danger — tliai is, 
suji})o.sing he really earrit‘s the American flag, or t*lse 
h(‘ won’t trouble us much.” 

“ TIu' best for us will bo to keep as close to the 
island as Ave can,” his superior oflicer r(*niark(‘d 
1 iiought fully, our pajT^rs are fanuuis forgc’ries, and 
so far in order, but it's as well to lx* on the safe side, 
and the rogues on board such a sU'amer as that have 
iiotliing to do but snilf about everywhere, and poke 
their ]ios(xs in wherever they ar(‘ not Avanted. Ibit if 
we ar(‘ b(‘hind the reefs, or between a couple of the 
islands, tlicy must leave us alone, and if they don’t do 
• it, in the worst case we shall have a chaiice of escaping 
tliciu in the narrows. That isn’t possible in the o])t*n 
sea.” 

As the schooner had steered tliis course all almig, 
she needed to make but a slight alt(‘ration ; she had 
s<‘t every sail she could carry, and under a fredi 
hncz(‘ they drew nearer and nearer to the coast, 
which they would be able to r(*ach in a couple of 
hours, if the w ind remained in the same quarter, with- 
out danger of being overhauled by the steamer. 

The captain, however, had been perfectly in the 
rigiit ; the a]>j)roaehing steamer was really a vessel of 
war under English colours, sent to the islands to 
w atcli the French claims, which had been lately made. 
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I’iralcH, too, uor(^ at tliat season by no iiieans rare in 
those seas — in wlheli they display themselves even 
now — ami the war vessels (»f all nations were directed 
to stoj) and examine all vessels that appeared in any 
wav snspleious. 

The S/t(ir/r, however, did not gain the protection of 
theri*ef>; lln‘ ])i’( (’ze gradually died away; tlie sails 
x\ere (!:tpj)ing h('avily against the spars, and the sea 
.‘issuim-d that hauhni, dead lustre, which is so ])eculiar 
^Mo il in a lailm. Hay had, lio\\e\er, drawn st> m/ar to 
the j'e('f>, tliat a bullet would have carrital acro.-'S; and 
I’om Urendall, though lu* wouhl gladly have got out 
(»f rt‘aeh of the .steamer, did not dare to' sail any 
nearer, as in the j^erfeet calm,* the ])owerful curri'nt 
that always sets Westward.'* in these latitudi‘s, would 
havt‘ driven his vess(*l on the nu-fs, when* it would 
have been ii’recoverablv lost. There was notliing left 
him hut to sletu' nortliwards, right in the teeth of lhi,‘ 
sti‘amer, where the j'eefs Iri'mled to tlu' west, and 
a[)iu*arr(l to atiord anenli'anee; for to the soiuli, they 
t xtemh'd In a den.'-e, eompaet line, and the i vc‘ eould 
jdllow the hn'aker> for a very h»ng dl>lanee. 'this 
was a tm»st mdueKy ,Npot to met‘l a inoi-e powerful 
eiKMiiy ; and Tom Hrendall shilletl his oilskin hat 
haekwanls and forwards when his eye turned from the 
approa<'ldng steamer to tlu* threat eitlng n efs. 

h'rank'.'* heart, howevta*, bounded for joy, wlieii he 
.‘•aw tlu* noble ship gradually approacliing, and the idea 
bUtidenlv tjccurrevl to liim tliat, if any oliieer^ eame on 
btianl from lu'i*, he would, carelesji of tlu* eonst- 
(|Uence>. place himself umler their [)i\>tecl io?i, and 
leave this ship and imule of life. l\ rhaj>s ilje mate, 
who har<ll\ e\er took his eyes ulV 1dm, ivad it in his 
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or ft an'd f?oiiiet]iing of tlio Pori, for lio ordtTril 
Idni down into tlic forecastle with one of tlie crew as 
rnard ^\}len a l^oat was lowered Iroin tlu' stt'aint r’s 
-iile and n'Wrd towards tiu-in, and llie warninL: wliicli 
ihe t>!d It'lliiw gave liim to kta-j) <|ui(‘t, told him nndi'r 
u];a1 strict insj)(ctii»n he Vx'as, and l;ow wtdl his jail ts 
!:’ u w tha^ lio had a ehanci' for llight and salvation. 

ddie hatch v, Inch was drawn ovt'r tin* ea])in in Innl 
"Af‘atiicr. \v.^^ now nat urallv <^pcn ; awiiidsaih howrvtr, 
had i>c<Mi iii>rrtcd ill eon.'«tM{iU‘n(a‘ of tic* heat, to li t. 
as innch frr-li air as pos>i]»ie into tin* tearfully swel- 
tering n"iiu: this occupied nearly thi'wholr nf tin* 
hatch, and (.iarkmu*d the f-recasth* t*) such a degn c, 
tiiat notliing could si“<‘n in bright day without a 
light, 'fhe lamp, houevta*, was mdv out, tie* sailors 
from ilie slraiigt* vessel should nitt haivi* a chance of 
pursuing llicir investigations there. 

hh’aiik soon alter Imard th<* sciiocmer Ijai! d, atnl tic* 
ilrawliin: tone of t he ca]»taiu's ri-ply, ■ the name of the 
Tvrflt ih^ri h.id been again sln ti-hed over tliat of tlie 
>7/ i>’h\ an 1 tin* sclacmer ha'l oiicv* more nssunu d tic* 
inn H-riil, harudess a-pi'Ct (d* a yankee t rad.cr, wh" l.ad 
coiue into the South Seas barter all sor*!-' of triih s 
fv>r coco;iiiut-oil and juuther-of-|>!*arh aiid pun iia-' 
■'pt rmact ; i-< -il fromtla* wlialers. ih^imk tie nd.-tnurtly 
ic ardi tile h-.at tlraw aloiigsid' , t!i<- .-irann* rs cou;c on 
d;ci.k. and then go below with tie* cap!.»nt into the 
cabin. 

Ililh thr sail »r who w a.s in the* f »rt‘i'asth‘ with tie- 
hoy. Would h:oc glad.ly seen wlail was going <'»n, 
.-ii he pi’r'.'iedi against the w iudsai! atid remained 
."Standing ou t'nc si*, p.-*. Ihuo ].oor hoy f.und himself 
cut oil' from any chauce uf escape, and seated himself 
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(juictly oil one of the chests, and gave fri;o and un- 
checked jiassage to liis tears. 

The strangers iiiiglit liave been about lialf an hour 
on board, and hv. could plainly hear the stLanier blow- 
ing off the steam frcmi her escape-pipes, close by ; even 
lh(‘ nois(i of tlu' paddles eould be dislinguislied, — the 
.ship of war could not be a rille-shot from tlu'in. 

“At last then,” growh*d Bill, who was getting tired 
of tin; delay, “ haven’t th(‘y betui humbugged enough ? 
'what a set of fools tlioy must be ! ” 

Frank heard the oars shipped in the boat, and she 
f]t‘w past the bows on her way back to the steamer. 
Ihll went on dc'ck to look after her. But a tremen- 
dous dt‘t(‘rmiuatitui was formed in thi? ho\ 's breast, — 
“Now or never!’’ he whispered to himsidf, and he 
)u‘ld his hi‘art with botli his hands, as if ]u‘ feared it 
would hurst. JUit he eould not relleet fur any h'ligth 
of tiuK', th(* boat was still only a short di>tauee from 
the seijooner, hut every stroke carried it fai'llna* away 
and left him hopelessly lu hiud. 

Bill had walked away from the hatch, — the pufilng 
of t]it‘ wiudsail told the boy that ht* iiad ipiitt(‘il 
it, hut he heard voices on the forecastle, — a j)oriion of 
tlu* crew* was slamWiig there and hndviug after the 
bo.at. Oh! if lie could only have one glanct* of the 
sea ! l>ut, once possessing the conseivnisness that lie 
ei)uKl be fi\‘e, he was driven to a decisive sle]) by an 
almost incomjirelieiisible impulse. He drtwvtlie knife 
he won* in his belt, and held it convulsivi^y in Ids 
hand ; in a second, he tore the shoes fnuu his feet, 
threw olf Ids jacket, and in a eoujde of hounds he 
reached the deck. The path was clear, but the eook 
atid male were standing near the hulw arks, four or 
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i!\c otlicrs on the forecastle, — he must leap ovei'boarJ ; 
ow n if death threatened him, he must escape ; and 
•with one bound lie sprang on the rail. 

‘‘ Slop him I” Jhll shouted, who was standing on 
the otluT side and had not noticed him ; ‘‘ slop him 
;:ial the mai(‘ rnslied forward at the saim* moment — 
■ ills flng(‘rs touched his leg, but the tiUTided, and vet 
desperate, ])oy leaped overboard, and a few seconds 
latiT the water closed above his head. 

'J'he boat was liardly two hundred yards from tlie 
.^1‘hooner wlicn the oarsimai noticed the b«»\*s leaj) 
ijito the watta-, and raised their oars in the air, as if 
at word of commaiul. 

‘‘ What's the matter?*' the lieutenant in command 
of tlH.‘ boat asked. 

‘‘ Man uvc'i'board fn»m the schooner, sir,” tme'of tlie 
>.‘dlors said. fhe lieutenant looked round hurriedly, 
and a iiunement (d' his hand turui’d the bow td’ the 
boat once more towards the schooruu*, where it was 
‘udent tliat suiiietliing cAtraordinary bm. I taken 
[dai'o. 

riH‘ mat<* was jicrfeetly mad — be bad sjirung on 
t:ie fureea>tie, and drawing his broad knife from 
tiu’ sluaitli, liurled it at the hi.^ad of the l)«)y, who hail 

:ii>t ri^eu to tiie surface. It whi/./i'd harmle>.-iv into 

• * 

tiie water hardly an inch from his baek, and t.he blood- 
tiiirsty fe llow , w ho j)ercei\ed the imminent danger to 
wiiieh tlu'V were exposed, and who only df‘sired 
I'eveiigt* on the person he termed a traitor, shouted 
t *r a ritle, to Mow out the brain.*? the lad, who wa.s 
^^^villmling with all his strength towards the strange 
boat. 

ihil tried, at the same lime, another jnetlmJ of 
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terrifying the fugitive, and getting him on boar:] 
again. 

“A filiark, Frank — a sliark!” ho y(‘l]c(l \vith all* 
his strongtli ; lay hold of the rope — here it is!” 

Frank, ho\vi*v(‘r, did ind liear the cry. or ]>aid no 
attention to it, for eviai tlu' terrible le('th of a shark 
had I(»sl their horror for tlie nioineiit. 7\yay, away 
from ]i(‘re was the only idea that aniiiiated him, aiid 
almost iim'onseioiis, with the sole instinetivc* feeliin^ 
(d‘th(‘ swimmer to ket'p himself above water, he cleft 
liis way towards the boat. 

Faek !'’ ih(‘ ofllctT in the boat ordered; the six- 
teen oars fell with a crash into the water, and the 
next inoimmt llu* sharp bow was imptdled towards the 
swiinnuT. 

** A ^nn — a gun !” the mate cried, stamping the 
deck wildly, and om* of the er(wv hamhal him at the 
saim' moimad a loaihal rifle, just as the b»)at w*as 
approaeliing the swimmer. 

ilalhu*. you sir!'’ tlu» offet'!' shout (‘d to him, on 
seeing, with eNtnnne surprise, that soim hody on board 
the sehooner was really gt»ing to lire at tlu' lad ; stop, 
we'll ]Mek him up, and you can say if he ha> eum- 
miltt'd any crime.” 

The wmrds lunl scarcely passtal his lips wlien the 
bright lla^l^ left the imiz/de, but the frightful excite- 
ment in wliieh the mate was, caused him to m;>s Ids 
aim, and the boat had drawn so near, that the bullet 
struck the identical oar which one of the boatmen 
hcKl <uit to the swimmer. 

** Hang it all, what’s that ?” the litnitonant sln^nted, 
angrily Inoking towards the seluxmer. “ Take hiie* 
into the ]>i»at, my men. I'll look after this.” 
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Six nrnou.'^ arms were stretched out towards the 
]>ul ilicvliad scarci' raised him out ol' the water, 
’tro he eried, i]j a voice almost choked by exhaiistiuu 
and exciteimait — 

- The sir,— the«./y*/r/” 

Then ’s IK) shark alter you, my poor hoy !’* said 
111'* who naturally sujiposed that Frank 

hiid faiirird liimsidt* pursued by a monster of the deej) ; 
“ hut a wor^r fie tluin tiiat sent a bullet after you.” 

“ A w'TSi'foer” tin* bt)y cried, houi'Ver, who liad 
by tiii- time bet-n lifted into tin* boat; “that is the 
wor>t !” and. ])oiniin^'to the schooner, lie u‘!led, in a 
villi Voire — “ Awav from li ere — awavr-the* an* pidnt- 
ini: theii* ^nin Jit us- -that is the Shari: — that is the 
iSVho'/i*— tlial i^ the terrible pirate* wlio ke])t me u 
[ ri-^oner as hi.- servant !” 

‘‘ The iS/iO/Vt theoibeer starti’d n[) »]iii'']dy, aiul in 
^urJ.^i.-e. *• 'that the SJ^itri: ! by llea\tii-! the vll- 

e;.!i]iot be mad eiioindi to lire on us! ” h(‘, how- 
Me]', sU'hlen(^ a<ided, for a commotio]] in the bows (;f 
l.:e '.''.‘h^H'iur seemed to evinet; souivt iiim.; of this sort, 
a;.v! eoahrmed tl’.e boy’s statement. Ihil Ixdore he 
h:e u to <i(y in Ids state (d’ ind(‘ei-ion. whellier to 

n : "n beard ifji* pirate and reeomiiienee his iiocs- 

t’„:ation on the L^nniml of the pre.-enl (jenuneiation, 
or pni'l ha.-tily on hoard Ids owji \e.'-eh tlie pirat<* 
him.-elf [ml a liasty termiiiati<fn to bis doubt.s. 

*• Tiiev are troino to tire, by Heavens ! ” one of the 
sailors shouted, ami almost at the same moment when 
they saw the \ei](ov tla.-li beleh f»rlb fnmi the gun, a 
bad killed three of the men, and the sea closed over 
the sinking b"at. 

A .sliout of triumph from on bo;ird the Sharks fol- 
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lowed the successful shot, but only from a portion of 
the crew, for old Tom Brendall, who was not yet 
acquainted with the boy’s escape, rushed on deck with' 
a pistol, to shoot down the man who, he fancied, had 
betrayed his vessel in this manner. But the next 
moment brought him a much more important task 
than revenge, for the echo of the shot appeared to be 
returned from the steamer, and her first ball cut 
through the peak hallyards, and the mainsail fell with 
a crash on deck. 

Old Brendall was too much of a seaman, and had 
grown too grey in the school of crime, not to be fully 
aware that, whatever might have been done to deserve 
punishment hereafter, there was not a moment now 
to lose, if he wished to save his ship from the most 
imminent danger it had ever been in. The contest 
had been commenced and must now be maintained, 
for a lucky shot might injure the engines of the 
enemy’s vessel and render them harmless ; so, while 
his first orders referred to the management of the 
schooner and an attempt to escape in the only way 
left him, his second pointed the long barrel of the 
swivel in desperate courage at the steamer, and he had 
the satisfaction of seeing his iron messenger strike her 
and scatter the splinters in every direction. 

But his triumph was not destined to last long, for 
while the ship was steered towards the reef, a heavy 
broadside poured from the steamer’s side, and ere the 
sound reached their ear a ball dismounted the liwivel, 
while another w^ounded the foremast so severely that 
the pressure of the sails immediately dragged it over « 
the lee^sido. 

The Shark was a wreck, and a second broadside, 
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which struck her in several places between wind and 
water, completed the work of destruction. 

' “ Halloo, my boys ! ” old Brendall yelled, whose 

fury increased with the danger that menaced him ; 
“ gather round me, we’ll show the viljain that we can 
die like men, and don’t intend to ornament bis yard- 
JlTflT; he4j,an fetch us if he wants to have us. Con- 
found it all, I only wish I could put a second shot into 
the other boat.” 

This boat, to which he alluded, bad been lowered 
from the steamer’s side, almost at the same moment 
that the first was sunk, and was now picking up the 
sailors with the boy, who were floating on the drifting 
fragments. 

** We can cut them off, perhaps, with the gig,” cried 
the mate, springing to the davits w’ith four of the 
crew ; “ they have no arms with them, and, heavily 
laden as they are, they could not defend themselves.” 

“ That’s madness ! ” the captain said ; while the 
mate, however, was lowering the boat and taking 
muskets out of the arm-chest, “ let ^he boat be ; who 
knows if we can’t use it in securing our safety ? ” 

“We know all that!” the mate replied, with a 
laugh ; and while the men, with whom he had spoken 
before, there was no doubt, climbed ^own like cats and 
pushed off the boat, he leaped after them, and the 
direction in which he steered proved only too soon 
that he was by no means inclined to engage in such 
an insane contest with the other heavily manned boffl:, 
but meant to seek safety in flight and shamefully 
, desert the companions upon whom he had brought 
this dreadful catastrophe. 

“ Dog ! ” the captain shouted in bis fury, on guess- 
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ing the intention of his first ofiScer, and springing to 
his arm-chest, he took up a musket and fired at the 
runaway. The ball grazed the mate’s arm, and passed • 
through tho side of the boat, and ere Tom Brendall 
could take up another gun the sharply-built gig 
was out of gunshot, and soon alter disappeared 
among tho breakers on the reefs, into which it 
way. 

The steamer had, in tho mean time, come up, and 
tho pinito Avas summoned to surrender. 

Old Brendall, in answer, fetched a white ensign and 
hoisted at the gaff, but when a boat pushed oil’ from 
the steamer to take possession of the pirate, they were 
received with a heavy fire of musketry, which killed 
seven or eight of-them. 

This horrible treachery was answered by a broad- 
side, and when the smoke dispersed the ])irate vessel 
was seen slowly sinking. But only very lew of the 
band could be picked up alive by the boats sent out 
for the purpose : even in the wjiter they fought with 
their kuives like maniacs. They knew what fate 
awaited them, and preferred an honourable death in 
the water to that which Avould have been the only too 
well merited reward of their deeds on board the ship 
of war. 

Old Brendall had put on end to his existence with 
a pistol-shot. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

A TISIT TO THE T03J0A ISLANDS, AND HOW EKANK 
-s«cha.noed a chieftain fob a NATDBALIST. 

F rank's illncaa. He makefi new friends. The English naturalist. - 
Tlie Tonga Islands. The chieftain’s costume. The medicine- 
man. Matters grow alarming. Frank’s presence of miud. 
Exchange of prisoners. 

The fearful excitement of the last few hours had, 
however, been too much for the boy : he was attacked 
with a violent fever, and hovered .for many a weary 
week between life and death on board the steamer, 
w here he was treated with the utmost kindness. His 
good constitution at length gained the victory over 
the w eakness of his body — in the balmy climate of 
these zones the air did its part as well, and he 
regained, although slowly, his perfect health. 

When he was so far restored' as to be able to 
answer the questions addressed to him without dan- 
ger, and recal before his mind’s eye the past scenes 
of sufll^ing, he was invited to give the captain a 
faithful report of the character bf the mysterious 
schooner, and he did so as comprehensively as he was 
able. 

He now learned, too, that a boat, with five men in 
it, had escaped among the reefs, and they had not 
been found, in spite of the continued search mode 
after them. It was very possible, too, that they had 
been lost among the bi^ikers, for the fragments of a 
X 
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boat had been seen by the steamer’s crew drifting 
about among the small coral islands. 

Frank was, as it were, bom again ; but although 
the captain kindly offered to employ him as steward, 
until he could land him in England or America, he 
was so sick of a seafaring life, through the misery he 
had endured on board the pirate, that he earn^tly,^ 
begged to be landed at the first European seltlement 
they might touch at. 

The captain willingly promised him this ; but told 
him that the spot would be some distance off, as he 
had coaled only a few weeks before in Valparaiso, and 
was now bound direct for the East Indian settle- 
ments, which he intended to reach as soon as possible. 
The only place he would stop at en route was Java, to 
deliver despatches to the English consul : if he liked, 
he w'ould leave him there, and he w'ould find plenty of 
countrymen who would be willing to take him into 
their service, on the captain’s recommendation. 

Frank had no choice left him but a voyage, to India, 
and found very soon that he had no cause to repent 
having been taken aboard the Fljfing Fish ; for he 
was not only treated in the kindest manner by the 
crew, who listened to his stories of piratical life with 
extreme interest and many a hearty curse ; but he 
also formed tlie aetjuaintanoe of a person who was as 
agreeable as he was useful to him. 

There was a naturalist aboard the steamer, who had 
been given a passage to Samarang, in Ja\’a, by the 
English Government, in order to travel about the 
interior for a time, and collect specimens. He soon so 
much loved tlie boy, for his open, true-hearted manner, 
that ha begged him to remain with him ; and Frank 
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himself felt quite attracted to the little thin man, who 
told such capital stories, and had seen so much of the 
world. In a very short time they were on such 
friendly terms, that Frank told him the whole histoiy 
of his life, simple enough, up to the last year ; and as 
his clear blue eye was the best guarantie of his truth, 
^Ir.%.tjvans — that was the naturalist’s name — deter* 
mined on keeping him with him as long as he liked to 
stop. 

The steamer had in the meanwhile made rapid pro- 
gress in the quiet waters of those seas, under an almost 
perfect calm ; but the heat, as well as a w'ish to inter- 
rupt the monotony of such a long vqyagc, induced the 
captain to approach the islands and stop at one of them, 
to take fruit on board. Leaving the Navigators’ 
Islands on the starboard side, they held a west-south- 
west course, and soon after sighted an island on the 
horizon, which the captain of the steamer stated was 
A'avaoo, the most northerly of the Friendly Islands. 

They lay to during the night, and on the next 
morning soon approached the reefs, from which a 
whole swarm of canoes filled with 'men put out to meet 
them. 

But though the islanders were glad to see a ship 
and do some trading with her, they had scarcely drawn 
near enough to perceive the wlicels, which were 
hisliing the w*ater with tremendous force, than they 
again pulled to land in violent haste, unloaded their 
canoes as if their life depended on it, dragged them up 
the bank, and then fled to the bushes. They cer- 
tainly believed that they liad escaped some terrible 
danger. 

But this did not suit Captain Ellis’s purpose, and 
i2 
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he ordered a boat out, which took small articles for 
barter, and which Mr. Evans and Frank were allowed to* 
go in. They had been watched from shore ; but when 
the boat left the steamer’s side and approached the 
coast, islanders knew that they had nothing to 
felhr fitom that, and came down to the shore to receive 
tiiem. They did not appear nearly so friendJf-aar 
when they were standing in their graceful canoes and 
waving green branches: matters were now entirely 
changed. At first they wished to visit the white men, 
and must consequently ask their permission, and gain 
their good-will : but now the white men were coming 
to them, and it w^as their business to say whether the 
meeting should be amicable or hostile — the big ship 
was still firiug up into the air (they regarded the 
pipe through which the steam w^as let off as a species 
of extraordinary cannon), and could not do them much 
harm in that way. 

It was a stately band of warriors that awaited their 
approach — savage, almost naked, tattooed forms, with 
long wooden w'eapons of attack, bows nine and ten 
feet in length, and arrows four feet long, very sharp 
and armed with hooks : many of them, again, with 
heavy, strangely-carved war-clubs in their hands, and 
their heads decorated with feathers and fiowers, 
according to the aboriginal custom. At first it ap- 
peared as if they intended to prevent the strangers 
landing ; at least they collected close to the spot which 
the boat was steering for, and the motions they made 
with their lances and dubs lodked anything but 
friendly and peaceable. In truth, they would have 
willingly bartered with the white men on board their 
own vessel, but did not feel at all disposed to let them 



THE CHIEETjLlK’B COSTUME. 117 

.land, as they had already experienced too much mis- 
fortune from the visits of the white men, and pro- 
bably did not wish to expose themselves voluntarily to 
it again. 

The officer in command of the boat would naturally 
not land on an island whose inhabitants had oftra 
given ’proofs what hostile sentiments they entertained 
towards Europeans, without having his men well 
armed ; but he had received strict orders from the 
captain not to use fire-arms unnecessarily, and only to 
shed blood in self-defence. He therefore now tried 
to come to an amicable understanding, and advancing 
to the boivs and standing upright, *he waved a white 
handkerchief as a svrabol of amitv. 

The sailors, in the meanwhile, lay on their oars, to 
await the effect which the friendly salutation might 
have on the islanders, and, in fact, a very peculiar 
movement commenced among them. They collected 
together in various mobs, and if one party was for the 
landing of the strangers, another opposed it, and it 
was especiall}' the latter who swung their spears and 
war-axes, and made a fearful uproar. 

Suddenly the crowd gave way, and there appeared 
upon the white coral sand of the beach the most ex- 
traordinary personage Frank had •ever set eyes on, or 
imagined in his dreams. He w^as one of the tallest 
and most powerfully-built warriors on the island^ 
towering neariy half a foot above the rest, who were 
generally tall men, but dressed in the most wondrous 
fashion that taste could devise. 

Instead of the tapa apron — a stuff which the women 
form out of the bark of certain trees — and which 
nearly ail the others wore round their loins, he had 
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tbrust both legs through the arm-holes of a waistcoat^ 
the back being in front, and, as they saw afterwards, 
carefully fastened behind with a row of pobshed brass 
buttons ; as a species of breastplate, he wore a pair 
of stays, probably obtained from some shipwrecked 
Tessel, and fastened behind with coir rope, as it did 
not entirely surround his person ; round his iCect ho 
wore a pair of braces, and on one foot a boot, on the 
other a splendidly embroidered slipper, which the 
salt water, however, had treated scurvily. The most 
beautiful and interesting thing about him was his 
head-dress, an old gray beaver hat, pressed into every 
possible shape, in'whose crown a hole had been made, 
to permit the insertion of a quantity of feathers, 
*whieh fluttered like a helmet-plume in the fresh 
breeze. 

Frank looked at Mr. Evans, and was almost burst- 
ing with laughter ; but the latter, who had probably 
been present at ceremonies of a similar nature, nodded 
to him, with great alarm, to keep quiet, and remain 
serious, as any ridicule of the chieftain at this moment 
might entail the worst consequences. Frank might 
possibly have felt this, and held his head doum ; he 
could not possibly look at the flgure and remain 
serious ; but even in this posture the ill-treated waist- 
coat and the stays rose before him, and when he at 
last took a rapid glance at the spot where the proud 
chieflain was standing in all his majesty and splen- 
dour, and even turned round to display his qualities 
from another point of new, be could endure it no 
longer.. First he giggled to himself, and then the 
long-suppressed boyish merriment burst its bounds, 
let him struggle against it as he would. Aud he was 
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not unsupported in it; for tbe sailors scarcely heard 
the well-known sound, when neither subordination, nor 
fear of eventual punishment, could keep them in order, 
and a burst of unanimous laughter sounded over the 
sea. 

The islanders started up at the moment faiaotudy, 
and the old chieftain raised his lance, which he had 
till then carried sloping like a musket on his shoulder ; 
but it was of no use — the sight was too comical, and 
tlie crew could not restrain themselves. At first the 
lieutenant tried to check them, and draw their atten- 
tion to the danger w’hich they exposed themselves to ; 
but his eye fell on the savage as he was turning 
round, and it was all over with his own seriousness — 
he laughed till the tears ran dowif his cheeks. 

But that which houra of negotiation could not have 
eflected, this involuntary merriment on the part of the 
sailors brought about at once. The islanders certainly 
helAheir ground for a while, and cast furious glances 
at the laughing pale-faces ; but their own merry 
light-hearted temper w'ould not suficr them to remain 
serious for long in. such jolly society, and the chief- 
tain, strange to say, struck the key-note. First ho 
regarded the strangers, then his own band, and bis 
mouth was expanded to a still^widcr grin ; his eyes 
opened to their fullest extent, and at hurt he haha'd 
as furiously and heartily as the worst of the sailors, 
which was naturally the signal for an outbreak on the 
part of the islanders. 

Mr. Evans was the only one who remained serious ; 
but explained it afterwards as caused by a bad lip, 
which he did not wish to injure by any excessive 
use. 
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Tbe warriors, just before so savage, quickly laid 
aside their arms, as if any further ceremonies were 
abolished by this little interlude ; and while a part of 
them sprang into tbe water, jx> drag the boat nearer 
ths^lteseh, the others hurried back to fetch the fruits 
tb#y hid recently brought on land — ^bananas, pine- 
apples, papayas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and oranges, 
which they wished to barter. 

The old chieftain played a most important part in 
this proceeding, for he not only regulated the price of 
the fruits, but also the value of the articles offered in 
exchange, and his verdict was peremptory ; it was 
irrevocable, let the strangers protest against it as 
much as they pleased. Mr. Evans alone appeared to 
have any influence over them, as he understood a 
little of their langui^e. They were highly delighted 
that a white man called the things by the same names 
as they did, and even if he could not alter the prices, 
still they loaded him with presents. Thus, aillong 
other things, they brought a large calebasse, filled 
with tamarinds, which he was excessively fond of ; and 
when he gave the chieftain, as a mark of gratitude, 
his penknife and watch-key, the savage felt so 
afiected by it, that he fell upon the little man’s neck, 
and, as a mark of his sincere affection, rubbed noeea 
with him. 

This is a custom very much practised in all the 
South Sea islands, and it is the sign of the most dis- 
interested affection, when they take hold of each 
other, and rub their noses together with traces of 
heartfelt emotion in their features. Mr. Evans was 
compelled to go through this ceremony nolens volens, 
while holding the calebasse under his left arm, and 
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did it with a face which it would be difficult to 
describe, but which threatened the crew with 
hysterics. 

This time, however, the old chieftain was offended 
by their presumption ; seizing a couple of oxaii||lfe 
which lay near him on the beach, he hurled tbem^^ltt 
remarkable precision and most excellent effect at the 
heads of the two noisiest, and ordered them to return 
to their boat, by gestures which they could not mis- 
interpret, and with a loud menacing voice. 

Having now settled the fruit business, the lieu- 
tenant would have w'illingly returned to bis vessel, for 
the natives were becoming very importunate, and had 
made several attempts to steal trifles from the sailors. 
But hert> a most unforeseen difficulty presented 
itself, for the chieftain Te-ta-i-ta, as he was re- 
peatedly called by the islanders, had suddenly formed 
such an intense attachment for their little naturalist, 
whom he asserted he intended to make his medicine- 
man and physician, that he stated the boat could 
return to the vessel as soon as they pleased, but the old 
matabooles or councillors had decided (though not a 
soul had spoken on the subject), that the little pale- 
face should become their physician ; and Taaroatuihono 
(one of their Esculapian deities) J^ad conducted him 
to these shores, w here he would become a great man 
and a chieftain. 

But though all this was highly flattering to the 
little naturalist, it did not appear to be equally agree- 
able to liim. In fact, be bad a strong suspicion that 
the treacherous natives intended to roast him, rather 
than make him their physician — the former being 
besides much easier than the latter ; for who can tell 
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the taste of such people, who perhaps might prefer 
bones and gristle to wholesome fat? 

The lieutenant at first laughed at the idea, for ho 
fimcied the old chieftain was having a bit of fun. 
But Te-ta-i-ta did not appear in any way inclined for 
jesting, for he ordered two of his people to secure the 
white doctor, and then signed to the strangers to get 
into their boat. The Indians at the same time re- 
assumed a very threatening aspect, seized their long 
spears, bows and arrows, and brandished their war- 
clubs in anything but a friendly manner : it seemed 
that they could scarcely be restrained from falling 
on the Europeans, and the officer was compelled to 
think of the safety of his party, however much he 
desired to avoid hostilities. 

His hurried orders soon brought all the sailors out 
of the boat : while two of the crew, well armed, re- 
mained in the boat, the others jumped into the water, 
which was hardly knee-deep, and waded to land, 
where they drew up in two rows, quietly and silently. 
They were rough-looking fellows, these sailors, as 
they stood naturally and yet defiantly by the side of a 
guard of stiff marines, who had been sent to defend 
the boat ; and the order W'as so suddenly executed, 
that the Indians ,at first actually fancied that the 
strangers had commenced hostilities. Two arrows 
whizzed over their heads, one of which stuck into the 
ground, and the other glanced off the b^nrel of a 
musket. At the same time, however, they gradually 
retired, keeping the little naturalist in the centre, and 
Mr. Evans clung like grim death to his calebasse, while 
Te-ta-i-ta remained in the rear of the band, and walk- 
ing up and down proudly, commenced a long speech, 
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in v^hich he probably sung his own praises, and ridi- 
culed the Europeans. 

Frank was the only person who had remained, and 
quite unnoticed too, between the hostile bands ; for, 
uncertain whether to follow his new friend flancuig 
tlio Indians, or place himself under the protection of 
the sailors, he remained seated on the old spot, look- 
ing in turn at either party. The savages, however, 
weiv gradually retreating with their prisoner, and 
Te-ta-i-ta appeared inclined to execute a war-solo 
dunce in ridicule of the whites, not five paces from 
the boy. He naturally saw the latter, but as ho was 
sitting on the ground perfectly unarmed, he considered 
it much beneath his dignity to honour him with more 
than a casual glance. 

“ My boys ! ** the officer said to his men, “ there 
will be nothing left but to attack them, or else they’ll 
carry the little man off bodily, and we mustn’t allow 
tliat — but don’t fire till I give you the word — make 
ready to charge ! ” 

The sailors levelled their muskets with their bayo- 
nets mounted, ^nd Te-ta-i-ta, on hearing the rattle of 
the fire-arms, stopped in his dance for a moment with 
outstretched legs, and with his back turned towards 
Frank, listened attentively. It struck the boy that 
this was the very moment to execute a coup de main^ 
and in a second, before either the sailors or the Indians, 
least of all Te-ta-i-ta himself, could imagine what he 
intended to do, he sprung up, and throwing his whole 
weight m the jump, he thrust his head close beneath the 
buttoned waistcoat, between the chieftain’s legs, and, 
at the same time, lifted him off his feet. 

The effect was magical, for the chieftain threw up 
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his arms, and, losing his balance, fell backwards with 
his whole length on the top of the boy, and the lieute- 
nant, taking advantage of the opportunity, ordered his 
men to advance. Before the savages could prepare 
for a rush, Te-ta-ita was in the hands of the pale-faces, 
and as they soon put him on his legs again, they em- 
ployed him as a shield, to prevent them from firing a 
shower of arrows and darts, w^hich would have strucl 
the old man first. 

The whole affair had now assumed such a different 
aspect, that the natives at first appeared to bo in 
doubt whether they had not better retire with their 
captive. But whether the old chieftain began to 
doubt that Taaroatuihono had really sent the little 
man for their benefit, or that he did not wish the 
island to derive the exclusive benefit, while ho was 
dmggod off a hostage, without sharing in it ; in fine, 
his cry, a sharp piercing yell, suddenly chocked the 
islanders in their progress, and after a few shouts had 
been interchanged, a small deputation of unarmed 
men came up, bringing vrith them the naturalist and 
his ealebassc, but, at the same time, a great (juantity 
of fruits, and splendidly-carved arras and other orna- 
ments. 

The lieutenant yi’ent toward them, though not out 
of reach of the bayonets, took the little man by the 
hand, and then signed to his people to let the chief- 
tain at liberty, but refused the fruits and weapons, 
under the idea that the savages wished to recommence 
a barter. The savages, however, obstinately refused 
to take them back with them, and as the whites could 
not understand what had produced this unexpected 
liberality, Mr. Evans was compelled to play the inter- 
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prcter. He caused the Indians to repeat it to him 
twice, and then would not afford the required expla- 
nation, although it could be seen from his face that 
lie understood what thej meant. At last, however, he 
was forced to confess ; and the white men again broke 
out ill sliouts of laughter, when Mr. Evans, with a 
ruthcT e!iib:irnia.sed look, explained to them, that the 
r<'<l scoundrels considered it beneath their dignity to 
excliange so great a chiefbain for such a little; insigni*- 
licant niau on equal terms, and regarded the added 
matters not in the light of a present, but as a ransom 
priqii rly accruing to the white men — the Indian was 
worth at Iva^t that mueh more. 

An aniud boat had, in the meanwhile, been sent off 
from the steamer, when the captain had noticed tho 
threattMiing movements of the islanders w ith his glass, 
and the lieutenant, who had the naturalist's ransom 
oarri(‘d ii.to his boat by the Indians themselves, slowdy 
retired. The boat was then set afloat, and tho crew 
waded out up to their waists, when one half got in 
and arranged their arms, while the others waded still 
furllier out, and then followed their example, under 
cover of the muskets. The marines remained standing, 
while the sailors seized their oars, and live minutes 
later they were out of reach of any arrow — even if 
the Indians had entertained hostile inUmtious towards 
them. 

The latter, how’ever, were standing on the beach ; 
dancing in high glee, and in fnmt of them all, Tc-ta-i-ta 
displayed his majesty, stamping the coral sand with 
his naked feet, and swinging the club, so that the 
feathers in his hat fluttered backwards and forwards 
in the breeze. 
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CIIAPTEE XIII. 

TEE OOEAL BEEFS A3fD THE COKAL INSECT — AERITAL 
AT JATA. 

A man overboard. Description of the coral reefs. The Fhji'i}g 
Fi$h arrives at Java. The landing. Life in the Dutch 
hotels. Various nations represented. Departure for the 
interior. 

The deeply -laden boat slowly approached the steamer, 
where the crew were waiting in readiness to take the 
fruit on board. Ropes were let down to draw up the 
•bananas and baskets of oranges and sweet potatoes, 
wliilo others threw the cocoa-nuts up to their com- 
rades on deck, laughing and telling anecdotes about 
tlie events on the island. 

The lieutenant went straight to the quarter-deck, to 
give his report to the captain, in whicli he spoke in 
high terms of praise of the lad, who through his well- 
judged and bold intervention, had not only prevented 
great loss of blood, but, \in all probability, saved 
Mr. Evans’s life. 

Frank, in the moan time, was standing on the deck, 
to receive the weapons which Mr. Evans handed up, 
until they came to the calebasse with the tamarinds, 
Kaw, whether the little man fancied it too hea\y for 
the lad, or did not wish to trouble him with it, he 
called his servant, a little perfectly round Malay, who 
had accompanied him on all hia travels, to take chai^ 
of the precious article. The latter, in obedience to 
the summons, jumped on to the rail, and bent down to 
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seize the calebasse with both hands, which Mr. Evans, 
who was standing in the exterior bow of the boat, 
handed up to him. But when an accident is fated to 
happc?n, the greatest precaution cannot prevent it : 
the ^lalay had either not considered the calebasse so 
lieavv, or had not taken the proper steps to secure his 
fooling — but the result remained the same. 

‘*llavc YOU got it?” Mr. Evans asked from the 
boat ; and his face grew quite red from the exertion of 
liolding up the heavy calebasse in the air. 

(iot him all right, Tuwan!” the ^falay cried; 
and at the next moment, as his master removed his 
ar?ii, he was dragged overboard by the weight, and the 
waves not only closed over his head, but the eyes of 
the astimished sailors could follow him, as he disap- 
peared in the “ purple gloom ” below. 

“ Bless iny soul! ” said the little botanist, clapping 
Ids hands together — “ AV'here is he gone with the 
tamarinds ? ” 

“ You’d better ask where the tamarinds are going 
w ith him,” the boatswain asked, who had watched the 
whole scene from above. “ If he don’t let go, he’ll 
cast anchor in fifty fathoms water.” 

All now pressed anxiously to the spot whore the 
little Malay had disappeared, and looked silently down 
into tlie depths. 

“ There he is ! ” a voice suddenly exclaimed. 

Where ?” 

** Tliere, below ! at a great depth — there he comes ! ” 

And a round object came up from beneath, like a 
large bright gn?en bubble — for the salt water gives a 
peculiar hue to any strange object in it— drew nearer 
and nearer to the light of day, and became darker the 
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higher it rose, until at last the head of the M.ilay 
appeared above water, and was speedily followed by 
the half of his body. 

Help ! ” he cried, just as he was sinking again, and 
the water filled liis widely-opened mouth ; but a couple 
of powerful hands had already clutched his thick black 
hair, and a few seconds later the fat little Malay lay on 
the deck, puffing like a young spermaceti whale ; but 
the tamarinds had disappeared. Fortunately for the 
Malay, the handle of the calebasse had parted, or he 
W'ould really have followed it to the bottom ; for ho 
held the latter still closely clenched in his hand, and 
when he was quite recovered, it took some trouble ere 
he could be induceid to part with it. 

The Flying Fi§h^ now amply laden with fruit and 
vegetables, continued her voyage without further 
delay westward, ran between the New Hebrides and 
Solomon’s Islands, and passed the dangerous reefs and 
rocks of Torres Straits, where they were forced to 
anchor for three nights in succession, before they 
reached the open waters of the Indian seas. 

But w e have talked so much to the reader about the 
coral reefs of these islands, that we cannot refrain, 
while in the Torres Straits, w’hich separate Northern 
Australia from New’ Guinea, and w here these coral reefs 
and formations are displayed in their strangest varie- 
ties, from saying a few words about their composition 
and peculiarities. 

The coral tree rises perpendicularly from the sea — 
and frequently at places where there is a depth o 
above 400 fathoms, or 2,400 feet — to the surface, but 
never above it, and extends its branches in every direc- 
tion. The coral is a soft and very porous stone, of a 
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dirty white or brown hue, about whose origin philoso- 
pliLTs are not yet quite agreed. The most probable 
idea is, certainly, that the tree, or the mass resembling 
a tree, is produced by a little insect, wliich forms its 
cells out of a certain juice, or some other material ; 
and by piling up one cell after the other in an extra- 
ordinary inaniier, produces in time those gigantic, 
irregular, incomprehensible masses, of wliich not only 
the reefs, but even a majority of the islands, in the 
Southern Seas, are composed. 

Others assert that the coral tree, or this mass, 
winch CA'teiids willi such extraordinary rapidity, grows 
liki* any other plant, and is not formed by the insect ; 
and this asst'rtion is supported by the appearance of 
tlie coral, and espt'cially by the nature of the insect 
itsi'lf, as the latter can only exist to a depth of thirty 
feet, and not lower. If this were really the case, the 
cv»ral would f<»rm the transition between the vegetable 
and mineral world, and is only employed by tlie coral 
insect, which is certainly found in it, and takes up its 
abode in ])ores which already existed, but were not 
fvrmed by it. 

Jlnw ever this may be, these coral masses are visible 
at the ontraiico of Torres Straits, where they form a 
perfect wall, called ** The Barriers,’,’ only le*aving here 
and tluTc a narrow entrance; and while on their easter.i 
border, where they are w’a.shed by the Pacific, they do 
nt»t afford safe anchorage within a stone’s throw 
on the w est, they form a close mass of partly barren, 
partly forest-covered islands, between which vessels 
» ^ei•k their passage slowly, and are forced to anchor 
every night, generally in from five to fifteen fathoms 
water. 
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Many of these islands, like the majority in tlie 
Southern Sea, have a volcanic origin, and, strange to 
say, the greater part of them display a similar primi- 
tive formation, as tlie mountains in their centre have 
a decided tendency to run from west to cast. 

Tliis tendency is most clearly traceable in the La- 
drone, Caroline', and Mulgrave Islands, and a glance 
at the map proves that they are not only connected 
westwards with the New Hebrides, Peejee, Friendly, 
Navigator’s, and Society Islands, — and behind these 
slope off into the flat coral islands of the dangerous 
Archipelago or Fomatu group, — but also to the east 
they maintain their connection with the East-lndian 
Archipelago as far as Lu^on, throwing out branches 
through the long' insular chain of Timor, Flores, 
Sumbayo Loinok, Bali, Java, ISuinatra, and thence 
into the Peninsula of Malacca. The last-mentioned 
are a nearly uninterrupted chain of still active volca- 
noes, whose former super-aqueous connection can still 
bo clearly distinguished, for the sea, under the effect 
of the monsoons, only broke through at the places 
where it found tlio least resistance; and the still 
existing sub-aqueous firc-sources possess safety-valves, 
which expel the collected volcanic elements — just 
according as the mass lies further eastward or west- 
ward — either in the Sandwich Islands, at Hawaii, on 
Java by means of the Gebo, or else in Sumatra. 

The reader, however, must not fancy that all these 
islands are exclusively coralline. The islands of the 
Ettst-Iudiau ArchipelagOji with mountains of more 
than 11,000 feet in height, are nearly all of volcanic 
origin. Upon many of them the craters are still in 
terrible activ ity ; on others they are burnt out and cold, 
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but rov(‘aling their origin in form and strata; and 
others again resemble a mass of stone and lava, which 
lias been convulsed by subterranean fire, perhaps by 
an earthquake, and only reveal, in their lava masses 
and burnt rocks, tlie fonner desolation of the destruc- 
tive clement, though they are now covered by luxuriant 
vegetation, and a strata of loam. 

Still a great (piantity of islands in the South Seaa 
are <*oniposed entiref^ of coral, generally displaying, 
liowever, a crater-like form, as long and narrow 
strlj>s of coral begird deep lagoons or lakes, and force 
tfie (thserver almost involuntarily to fancy he is stand- 
ing above the summit of old sunken \olcanoes, whose 
t* -at urea un> clearly and faithfully traced on the sur- 
fai'c of the sea by the coral-tree, wliich occupies the 
edge of the cnitcr as a pedestal. 

I hit th(» moat pt‘culiar formation of the coral is 
revealed in the reefs, which surround nearly all the 
isiaiuls — we might say all, \^'ithout exception — at a 
distance of about a mile or half a mile, and over which 
tlie 8(‘a incessantly breaks. They generally rise to 
t }i(^ surlace of the water, and thus provide the islands 
with a broad belt of perfectly still water, let the sea 
beyond rage and storm as much as it pleases, in w'hich 
the islanders not only carry on their fishery unim- 
j»ed(*4l, but are also enabled to maintain a constant 
and always certain connection with the different por- 
tions of their island. 

At a spot where a little stream of sweet water 
|H)urs down from the hills, and mingles with the salt 
^ water, these corals, for which pure and nninixed salt 
ater is a necessity of existence, form deep con- 
venient passages for ships, which frequently widen oiit 
K 2 
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into large and spacious havens within the reefs, and 
usually iu tlie vicinity of the stream of fresh water. 
On the other hand, however, there aic many islands 
which do not possess this convenience, and conse- 
quently are utterly inaccessible to larger vessels. 

Within these reefs, the depth of the water often 
varies from many fathoms to scarcely a foot ; at one 
spot, the deep blue sea appears fathomless, while, close 
by, the liglit coral ground isvisib^ covered, as it were, 
with a crystalline case, out of which the wondrously- 
twisted branches and trees rise up, and little fishes, 
glisteuing with all the colours of the rainbow — con- 
scious of the security of the hiding-place — dart back- 
w'ards and forwards through the jagged, in’cgular, 
flower-laden masses. 

But this will be enough, dear reader, to give you a 
cursory idea of the corals and reefs, for whole volumes 
would be requisite to describe all the wonders of tliat 
w'orld. 

The Fhfing Fiah, then, passed these dangerous islands 
safely and rapidly, and when she felt the deep, calm 
waters of the Timor JSea beneath her keel, they con- 
tinued their voyage without further adventure, passed 
through Bali’s tStraits, leaving the tall mountain of 
the same name to the right, and running along the 
northern coast of Java, reached Saraarang, after a 
passage of five weeks since leaving the Feejce 
islands. 

As soon as they arrived, Mr. Evans went ashore 
immediately, accompanied by Frank, and put up at one 
of the Butch hotels, where iVank found himself trans- 
planted into a nmv and most unexpected world. 
Never accustomed to actual luxury, or even to the 
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<Treatcr conveniences of life, lie hero found himself, 
as it were, by magic, surrounded by persons and' 
things win ell appeared to him quite fabulous. 

As a white man, he was regarded by this mixture of 
Malays and Chinese as a higher being, and he found 
himself not only freed from performing those sendees 
which he had done for others, and that too with the 
best will, but four or five coloured sen^ants alwa^ys 
ready to do tlu'm for himself. On the first day the 
\\holeseen(‘ had the double attraction of novelty, to 
uhieli he yi<‘lded with delight, and was not even able to 
re.'ilize and compn hend its most prominent features, 
lit* was surroundt‘d by a confused mt*d ley of languages 
and forms, wiiieh would have required vreeks to dis- 
tingui>h and r(‘gard in their reality t but after the first 
day tlie servile r(*adines8 of the Malays began to grow 
tlisagreeable to him, and he debarred himself from 
many things, which it would have cost him only a 
word to t»btain, that he might not be pained by seeing 
fi)ur or five men rush forward to obey his commands. 

He was most suqiriaed at the Chinese, wdth their 
widt», short, cotton trowsers and jaekets, tlieir bare 
lieads and long pigtails, their clumsy shoes, and 
comical, though craffcy-looking eyes. AV^herevor he 
glanced, he saw tliis busy, active, indefatigable race of 
beings : here they were traders standing in their 
gtrangi ly ornamented shops, and chattering the half- 
unwilling purchaser into buying things he did not 
want — there smiths, tailors, and cobblers, who were 
standing naked to the w aist in their hovels, or sitting 
to ply their needle or hammer with untiring industry. 
At another place he saw them as bakers, then os fire- 
work makers, or marching through the streets as 
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hawkers, with baskets depending from a heavy pole 
balanced on their shoulder — as gamblers and opium- 
sellers, as actors in tall bamboo booths ; in short, as 
everything which can be conceived busy and active in 
our w orld — but never idle, never lazy. 

Frank, however, had not much time to look round 
him in the town, for Mr. Evans, through an invitation 
he received from a large coffee-planter in the interior, 
had a famous opportunity to hunt in the mountains, 
and he had no idea of letting it slip. Frank was to 
accompany him. 

Travelling in Java is very comfortable: dragg('(I 
along in tlie softly -cushioned cai*r(da,\)y iouv small but 
active ponies at a hand gallop, the traveller sees the 
magnificent scenery of this splendid country lly past 
him. Every five paals (the paal is not quite an Eng- 
lish mile) there is a post station where the liorses are 
changed, and that without delay, for the ^lalay gi'ooms 
arc standing witii the ready liaruesscd liorsos under a 
portico, and the spring carriage soon rattles again 
along tlie sjdendid broad post-road. 

Tho Dutch know liow to make themselves comfort- 
able, and otlier nations might take a lesson from tlicm 
with advantage, if it is absolutely necessary so greatly 
to effeminate the body by the avoidance of the slightest 
exertion. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

HOW rilANK WENT HUNTI>'a WILD BELLS TX THE 
JAVA MOrXTAINS, AXD WAS HIMSELF HUNTED 
IN TUKN. 

The coth'.' ].lanUvti(Wi. Hunting the wild oxon. Tlie prua ssion 
tniv* Hing tlirough the jungle. The mountain lake. A savago 
hall. An unpUrrihunt dilemma. Frank takea to water. The 
value of pn aenct* of niirul. Miraculoua cacaj>e. Death of 
the hull. I'he iiuntiiig cncainpiaent. Keturn to the jdan- 
tation. * 

Isa lew hours tlu'V arrived ait the little village of 
BalKulau, where tlnw had iin great distance to reach 
Herr I'ocK ii’s collet' plantation. The scenery hero was 
inagnihccnt : leaving the tntpical climate hehiiul thoiii 
1 he liiglcT they ascended, they found the cocoa-palm ih> 
longt'r nourishing, or at least bearing no fruit, and 
rarely rising to any height, iiut tliey had reached the 
district of the fern jialius and of the wild pisiuig, with 
its broad rustling leaves ; immense oaks raised tlicdr 
majestic light-grey trunks, like gigantic pillars, and 
eo\ (‘red witli a dense dark-green foilage ; chaltt ring 
monkeys climbed about with yelfs and cries or extra- 
ordinary howls among the boughs, or sprang from 
brnneh to branch ; while the black, red, and yellow 
l^epper bird sailed with heavy flapping wings through 
the ftjrest, or whetted its beak upon the bough where 
it had settled. 

M \ lihetT Foelen received the two Europeans in the 
most cordial manner, but scarcely allowed them to 
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rest on tlio first day, as they would require two days 
for the purposed hunt on the Urarang, and on the ’ 
third must be back in Bahadan to bo present at 
some Indian festivities and games, which they could 
not be allowed to miss. Besting therefore on that 
day, to be prepared for the fatigues of the next, 
they got their fire-arms in readiness, and started at 
daybreak for the desolate passes of tlie Urarang, 
where wild oxen and stags were found, and at times a 
royal tiger, which not unfrequently burst on the set- 
tlement, and killed and carried oflT cattle and even 
men. 

A few weeks back a magnificent fellow of this genus, 
which had assailed and dragged oiT a !Malay, had been 
captured in a pitfall, and was preserved for the fes- 
tintics about to take place. 

The most interesting sport, however, would be the 
pursuit of the bantings or wild oxen, and Frank was 
astonished at the crowd of Malays, whom their 
hospitable host appeared to have summoned from 
the whole neighbourhood. From every side they 
flocked in with their short but sharp klewangs — a 
peculiar kind of short sword, or long knife — and were 
with equal rapidity loaded with pronsions, guns, 
touts, and all sorts of things. Frank found the whole 
affair very comical, on seeing the preparations made 
here for a hunt of two days, while an American 
Imnter, with his blanket on his back, and some dried 
venison wrapped in it, with his knife at his side, his 
rifle on his shoulder, and, at the most, accompanied 
by a good dog, wanders about for months in the 
woods, and kills the bear and the panther, the deer 
and the turkey. 
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But wlipn you are at Eome you must do as the 
3h:)nians do ; in India it is imagined that yo\i can 
noith<'r Iravcd nor hunt, without tormenting yourself 
witli a swarm of servants ; and this circumstance 
would ruin sport, were there not such an immensity 
of game in the dense forests, tliat something must he 
continually started, let the hunters make as much 
noise as they please. 

At eight o’clock the procession started, the sports- 
men on hors(‘back, aecompanic'd by ten or twelve 
mounted davanese, and a number of coolies, or ser- 
vants, on foot, hut always at a sharp trot, in their 
rear, i hi leaving tlie house they /piitted the broad, 
eonvonieiit road, and followed a narrow path, which 
led tljein. for at least eight ptuils, tlirongh nothing 
hut eoir<M<-t;ardcns. 

But y(»u must not imagine, dear reader, that these 
coffee-g irdens were a row of restaurants, with wooden 
benches and little arbours, in front of wdiich blue 
sign-boards, Miih golden letters, announce that whicli 
busy waiters, with carefully curled locks, and very 
short jackets, carry about within ; no, the whole was 
forest and thicket, at the first hurried glance, and it 
was not till they had advanced some distance, that the 
regularly planted trees, and ground clean'd from 
weeds, indit'alcd the coffee-plantations, or the eoffije- 
gardens, as they are called here, with some propriety. 

After pa.s»ing these gardens the actual forest com- 
menceti; a narrow pathway led through wild nisp- 
berry bushes, pisang and fern-palms, continually 
shaded by the luxuriant vegetation, till it suddenly 
terminated iti alang-alang, or oziers and thorns, near 
the little low bamboo hut of a Javanese. 
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Now, the servants commenced tlieir task, for they 
cut down the jungle with their sharp klewangs, and 
the horsemen followed slowly in smglc file. The 
men, while doing tliis, made such a row, that it would 
be hopeless to think of finding any game, until they 
at last reached a more open glade, and ^Ir. Evans 
declared that he W'ould dismount and hunt on foot. 
The princi[)al object of their expedition was, indeed, 
a litllc ]ak(^ high up in the mountains, probably the 
crater of some exJiausted volcano, round wliosc; shores 
the bantings generally congregated ; and as they 
were no longer at any great distance from it, Herr 
Eoelen at length, yielded to the prayers of tlie little 
Englishman, and himself got down from his horse, 
a thing which he svas not particularly lend of doing. 
This also rendered it possible to get rid of a numbtT 
of their noisy followers, w'ho were ordered by the 
Dutchman to jireparc the night encampment at a 
spot well known to them; and with proportionately 
very little no’m \ — though still suflieient to drive away 
any t imid game, — they continued their expedition w ith 
only about six times more atteudauts tluui tluy actu- 
ally required. 

At length they reached the spot whence they would 
be able to survey the small mountain lake, and Mr. 
Evans insisted that only those should advance who 
were armed with guns ; if the others were w anted, 
they could easily be brought up. ISIynheiT Eoelen 
shook his head, but at last acquiesced, and Frank was 
sent forward with one of the Javanese, who carried 
firt'-arms, to reconnoitre. 

The two glided gently and noiselessly on — for the 
Javanese, fortunately, w*as one of the more silent men 
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of hla race — aud at length reached a small clearing, 
whence they could survey the glistening lake, which 
was covered with myriads of wild-fowl. But these 
were not the objects they were in search of, and 
Frank had strained his eyes in vain without seeing 
anv large animal on the shores of the lake breaking 
the dark vordurt* of the swampy meadow's or ozier- 
heds (»ppo>ite to them. Suddenly the .1 avaiiese nudged 
him cauiiou.sly, and with the whispered words, “Miri, 
miri ! I>ointed to a spot in the lake just 

C)ppositt‘ th(‘m, and which ha<l not hitherto ettrac ted 
the hov's att<‘n{i<ui. The .lavanese pcTsisted, and at 
length a ilark object moved in tho water, and Frank 
clearly di>tinguish(‘d seven dark hodi(‘s, whi<‘h WTro 
statiding in the water, apparently^to cool tlu'ir sides, 
ami now and llien throwing up tlio waUT with their 
snouts 

I'hesc were the bantings, and tbeir plan of liction 
was (piickly fonm‘d. jleturning to the others, th(*y 
gave a n port of tin* gaint) they had seen, aud by llerr 
Foelcn’s advice they forim*d two parti(‘s, each of five 
men — Mr. Ihans and Frank witli thret*, .Mynlicer 
F«H‘]cn with four, .lavanese — in order to ereep round 
the lake, which was not more than lialfainile in 
diaiiH'ter, and, if ])ossible, catchy the bantings w hile 
yet in the* water. 

Evans and Frank started immediately, for the longer 
but more open route wa.s alh^tied to them, and refused 
to take any one else with them ; but Foelen sent for 
eight or ten of his coolies to cut a path, and they 
proposed to meet again on the opposite bank of the 
lake. 

They could, however, only advance very slowly, for 
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although this portion of the forest was called “ open,” 
it was so covered with every description of underwood 
and creeping plants, that it was quite impossible to 
keep a direct course. The most terrible tliickcts were 
formed by tlie rattan, better known to the Grormau 
reader by the incorrect or, at least, antiquated name 
of “ Spanish cane” (as the Spaniards probably brought 
the first specimen from their Transatlantic settlements 
to Europe). It is a creeping plant, in the most com- 
prehensive sense of the term, for witli its reed-like 
leaves it ‘stretches in extraordinary lengths from bough 
to bougli, interlaces the trees with its thousand arms, 
and, in addition to its extreme toughness, is provided 
with closely-growing prickles, two inches in length. 

It can bo conceived tliat any thickets, where this 
plant has gained the upper hand, are quite imper- 
vious, and it is requisite to creep round them, or cut a 
path on one side ; but they delay one’s progress most 
materially, and rondtT the walk much more fatiguing. 

I3ut for all that, our hunters advanced with some 
degree of spc(*d, taking all things into consideration, 
and arrived after about half an hour’s march in sight 
of a little tuft of fern-palms, which they had selected 
as a mark before starting, and behind which the oxen 
had certainly entered the lake. 

Here they stopped, for they liad agreed with the 
other hunters that tlicy would stop till they lieard 
the signal, on getting near the animals. When they 
heard the cry of the ulung-ulung — a red falcon wuth 
white breast, frequently found here, and which one 
of the Javanese imitated excellently — they w’ould 
advance on both sides, and the bantings must then 
certainly come within shot of one of the detachments. 
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In the possible, but not very probable, event tliat 
the oxen would attempt to swim across the lake, 
two Javanese had been left behind with gims, and all 
tlie other coolies as beaters. 

They liad not beoji standing ten minutes at their 
post, and listening breathlessly for the appointed sig- 
nal, wlicii there was a splash in the water, and iho 
bushes began to crack and rustle : at the same mo- 
ment, too, they heard the signal. Just as Frank and 
Mr. Evans left tlie bushes, wliich had liitherto con- 
cealed tliein, and entered a glade in froid, four of 
the bantings nislied irom an opposite thicket, and 
attempted to cross the glade, at ‘about sixty pact's 
distance. The front one was a splendid red bull, with 
sharp, twisted horns, and he was 'closely followed by 
two otlier young bulls. The cows came in the rear. 

I’ll take the front one, and you let fly at one of 
the others,” cried the little naturalist, forgetting all 
else in the sudden excitement ; and when the two rifh^s 
cracked almost simultaneously', one of the bull-calves 
fell dead ; while their leader, wounded in the flank, 
made a furious bound and fell on its knees. But this 
was only momentary', and might bo ascribed more to 
surprise at flic shot than to tlie ball, for it liad scarce 
touched the grass with its foaming muz/.h.*, ere it 
sprung up again, and throwing up its h(‘ad with a 
fierce, angry' growl, it scarcely perceived tlie ibc before 
it, than it bent down its head and rushed at the 
alarme'd naturalist. The two Javanese now fired also, 
but one of them^missed, while the other only wounded 
the raging beast in the leg, and rendered it more 
ftirious, so that the little Englishman, who was quite 
confounded by these events, would have become an 
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easy prey for the bull, had not Trank sprung forward 
to attract the bull’s attention, and then render him 
harmless with bis second barrel In the former de- 
sign be was perfectly successful, but when the beast 
lowered its head and rushed toward him, and he raised 
the gun to his check, the cap missed fire. Trank 
immediately perceived his imminent danger, and 
throwing away the useless rifle, tried to escape to the 
nearest tree. There was, how'ever, not only a strip of 
marshy ground between him -and safety, but the bull 
wDuld gain the advantage, as he would have to run 
across right in front of it. There was no time for 
choosing, and in the hope that the water would keep 
back his pursuer. Trank sprung over a deep ditch, 
and jumped into the lake, as far -as he possibly 
could. 

lie certainly heard a shout at the same instant, 
but it w^as immediately drowned by the bubbling of 
the water above hjm, and being an excellent swimmer, 
ho kept underneath, until lie imagined he had placed 
a safe distance between himself and the raging animal, 
lie only rose to the surface when he found it impos- 
sible to remain any longer down, but had almost 
uttered a loud cry of terror, on seeing that his terrible, 
inexorable foe w as swimming scarcely twenty paces 
off, and seeking for its victim wdth loud snorting and 
puffing. 

Trank could not dive again immediately, for he re- 
quired a few seconds to draw breath ; but, although 
he only kept his mouth just febove water, and did not 
make the least noise, the furious animal had seen 
him, and now swam towards him with an angry bel- 
low', as if challenging its opponent to the contest. 
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The lad considered himself lost, when he suddenly 
thought of the little sharp knife whicli he carried in a 
sheath at his waist, and feeling whether it was still 
secure, he determined on making an attempt to dive 
again, and so get under his enemas stomach and give 
it a stab, from which it would slowly bleed to death. 
When he saw, therefore, that the bull was swimniing^ 
directly towards him, he dived once more, and two 
seconds later, the bull sw'am exactly over him, and 
even struck his shoulder with one of its hoofs. 

Now whether it was that it felt something in tlie 
water, or had marked the spot so accurately at wliich 
the pursued had disappeared for the second time 
beneath the surface — at any rate, it turned round and 
swam back again to the spot. * 

Several shots w^ero now fired at the bull by tlio 
hunters congregated on the shore. Frank could hear 
the liollow sound beneath the water ; and a fresh 
danger accrued to the weari(^d lad, who might be 
so easily shot by one of the Javanese bunglers, when 
he rose to the surface, instead of the bull. Still ho 
9HU6’l rise again, for he w^as afraid of losing conscious- 
ness by remaining too long under the water, and then 
he would infallibly be drowned. 

His friends on shore w*cre in pcarcely less terror 
than himself ; for they saw plainly, what Frank under 
the water could not notice, namely, that the furious 
animal appeared to be cognizant that its victim must 
be just under or close by it, for it scarcely passed the 
spot ere it tunied back again, and swam round it in 
small circles. 

Mynheer Foelen and Evans now fired at the bull 
again, and one ball hit it in the head and glanced off, 
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while the other struck the water iu front of it and 
bounded harmlessly over its back, and the J avanese also 
gave it a broadside ; but as the latter scattered their 
lead in every direction, and the Europeans momen- 
tarily expected the re-appearance of the unhappy lad, 
they were soon stopped. Besides, the firing appeared 
to have no other effect on the bull than to render it, 
if possible, still more furious, for it seemed determined 
not to return to land till it had ample revenge. 

Frank, when just on the point of rising to the sur- 
face again, looked up, and his heart ceased to beat 
when he saw the dark form of his foe swimming in the 
clear water just- above him. But he had no choice 
left, and in the hope that the bull would not see him 
immediately if he* rose right behind it, and that he 
would then gain time to draw breath again and col- 
lect his strength, he rose as quickly as he could, and 
saw daylight once more; but close before him — so close 
that he could have laid his hand upon it-r-swam the 
bull. 

In spite of his exhaustion, his hand sought the 
knife ; at this moment, the tail of the raging animal 
lashed the water, and turning suddenly, it perceived 
its prey. Frank gave himself up for lost ; but the 
thought crossed his mind like lightning, to catch hold 
of the tail and hold tight ; the bull would then be 
utterly unable to attack him, as it had no purchase for 
its feet in the water, and perhaps he might 'succeed in 
conquering it ; at any rate, he would gain time to 
keep above water and recruit his strength. Of course, 
he did not require the tenth part of the time in efiect- 
ing this which I have employed in describing it ; in a 
second he had seized the buirs tufted tail, and, while 
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the latter uttered a fearful bellow, and turned round 
’upon him, the very movement took Frank out of reach 
and danger. 

Fear, excitement, and bodily, almost superhuman 
exertion, had, however, so worn out the lad, that he 
felt his strength gradually deserting him, and his only 
hope lay in wounding the bull, and tiring it out by the 
loss of blood. Plucking his knife from the sheath and 
drawing as near as he could to the animal’s body, ho 
thrust it in with his utmost strength, and repeated the 
blow thrice in rapid succession, at the same time ren- 
dering the orifice as large and gaping as he possibly 
could. 

The bull, thus assailed, bellowed furiously from 
pain and rage, but was notable to shake off its enemy, 
who held on like grim death ; and itself exhausted by 
the former wound, the stab it had just received weak- 
ened it still more and caused it to sink in the water. 
It made one last attempt to drive its horns into its 
youthful assailant, and so tremendous was it, that 
Frank, who felt his left hand slip, suddenly let the 
knife fall from his grasp in order to hold on with his 
other hand. But he had no further use for a weapon ; 
the poor tortured and exhausted brute seemed quite 
to have forgotten liim, and with hurried groans and 
panting, and only thinking of its own preservation, 
as it probably felt itself sinking deeper and deeper, 
it began swimming in a direct Ihie for the nearest 
land — a flat piece of swampy ground — and dragged 
Frank after it, who was quite undecided whether to 
follow the brute ashore or not. 

He had, however, no more cause for fear. At the 
spot where the bull — no longer caring for the hunters 
. L 
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who were rushing up, and with eyes already beginning 
to grow green and glassy — must land, several of the 
Javanese, with Mr. Evans, had posted themselves, and 
as soon as its front legs touched the ground, they fired 
three balls into its head at scarce ten paces distance. 
It fell dead in the shallow water, its blood-dripping 
muzzle just touching the land. The lad, however, 
who was greeted with shouts of triumph and delight 
by the otlier hunters, was so exhausted, that when 
the excitement of the nerves ceased with the depar- 
ture of danger, he could not get ashore alone, and was 
therefore lifted out by the Javanese, who sprang in to 
his assistance. 

The banting-hunt was now at end, for the remainder 
of the herd had got too great a start, and were besides 
so startled that it would have been impossible for the 
hunters to catch them, even if tlieir own exhaustion 
would have permitted it. Tlie white men, therefore, 
left the coolies to carry the meat and hides of the 
killed bulls to the plantation, mounted their horses 
again, and galloped, as quickly as the difficulties of 
the path would permit, to the encampment, where 
every preparation had been made, as if they were 
going to remain there for a month. 

Posts had been driven into the ground, and a thick, 
firm roof of reeds and leaves laid upon them. Tlie 
walls were formed of pieces of outstretched sailcloth, 
and even mattresses had been provided for the 
Europeans, which had been brought up on the backs 
of servants, that the white lords of the land might 
sleep upon them for one night. 

The* natives, who are very skilful in such matters, 
had formed a table of bamboo, and even in Samarang 



THE HUNTING ENCAMPMENT. 147 

or Batavia it could not have been covered with greater 
'profusion, or a finer display of dainties, fruits, and wines. 
All this was produced in the most terrible wilderness, 
as if raised by enchantment from the ground ; and 
when the sportsmen had exchanged their w^et clothing 
for dry garments, and came out of the room specially 
provided for the purpose, into the dining-room, Frank 
actually rubbed his eyes to be certain that he was not 
dreaming, so much did it all resemble a story of the 
“Arabian Nights,” or the quaint history of Fortu- 
natus’s wishing-cap, which children listen to with 
such intense delight. 

The luxury which is displayed in Ji)‘'istern countries 
as regards everything appertaining to comfort, and espe- 
cially to servants, is really fabulous.* Even the shortest 
expeditions are not undertaken, without requiring a 
special servant or native — in these countries, con- 
vertible terms — to carry each trifle. But if a higher 
official, or a regent of the natives — who, however, are 
under the authority of the Europeans — have a journey 
or tour of inspection to make, he is not satisfied with 
the production of everything which the villages can 
offer, but a 'whole army of “ attendants ” must gallop 
before and behind the carriage, to render his progrc.ss 
through the country more imposing. 

Thus it is in the Dutch Indies, and in British India 
it is much worse, where every lieutenant in the army 
keeps a battalion of servants ; and a surgeon, who had 
to undertake a short journey alone, w as heartily pitied 
by his friends because he would be compelled to go 
without many, and yet so necessary, comforts, as ho 
had only about a hundred natives to accompany him. 

It is true, that the hot climate of those countries 
• L 2 
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forbids the European aiij species of corporeal exertion ; 
but, taking this as an excuse, he refrains from the 
slightest movement, and weakens his body in a few 
years to such a degree, that at last he is not able to 
perform the slightest duties for himself, even if he 
really desired it, and so becomes a species of cripple, 
who is utterly dependent on those around him, and 
is the most helpless being in the world if they happen 
to desert him at a pinch. 

It is good and advisable to take certain precautions 
in these hot regions, especially if our bodies are not 
acclimatised to the heat; but to refrain from the 
slightest movement, and to watch with almost timid 
care, lest we should lift our arm to light a cigar, or 
move a chair to the table — as is the case there, — and 
rather than do it call up a body of servants, weakens 
and unnerves the body to such a degree eventually, 
that the evil and injurious effects cannot be long 
absent ; and many, very many of the diseases of these 
hot countries, have just as frequently been engendered 
by this utter and voluntarily-produced exliaustion of 
our whole nervous system, as by the hot climate 
itself. 

On the next morning — they slept without rocking 
through the nightj, in consequence of their unusual 
exertions — Mr. Evans and Frank went out alone, as 
Mynheer Foelen asserted that ho had business which 
called him back to the plantation. He * left them, 
however, the greater portion of the natives, with 
whom they could not at all agree, and who made such 
a tremendous row in the forest, that there was not a 
chance of getting a shot. Frank, in fact, felt so 
exhausted by the immoderate fatigue of the previous 
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day, which he now began to feel in his litnbsj that by 
midday they knocked-off, and returned to the planta- 
tion, greatly to the delight of all their attendants. 


CHAPTEE XV. 

A TIGEB AND PANTHEE FIGHT. 

Tlie native festival. Gamelangs and anklongs. The captured 
tiger. The Javanese display their bravery. Hoyal amuse- 
ments. Death of the tiger. The panther shows fight. An 
unwelc6me guest. Escape of the panther. 

In the plantation they found everybndy in the greatest 
state of excitement and preparation for the morrow’s 
festivities. An open spot had been prepared for the 
tiger-fight, and about fifty Javanese were busied in 
erecting a gigantic bamboo-cage at another spot, on 
whose scaffolding a quantity of laughing and chatter- 
ing natives were standing, probably narrating the 
history of former similar festivities, and killing them- 
selves with laughter at the reminiscence of the comical 
scenes they had witnessed. 

During the evening, the strangers heard, as an 
initiative of the coming festivity, the strange and fre- 
quently melodious sounds of the gamelang and anklong, 
the gongs and violins — sounds so peculiar that they 
could not possibly imagine from what instruments 
they were produced, and whose wild unstudied har- 
mony they found themselves quite unable to follow. 

The gamelang especiaUy claimed their attention, 
with its multitude of metal bells, of all sizes, and 
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beaten with little sticks, much after the fashion of our 
glass harmonicas, or hand-bells. 

The anklong was much more simple, and consisted 
of pieces of bamboo of different lengths, which hung 
in a frame, and were shaken against another serrated 
piece of cane, producing thereby a sound resembling 
the bells of the Swiss kine. 

The violins were all two-stringed, and generally 
played by Chinese, each of whom, however, had his 
own peculiar notion of harmony; while the gongs 
formed the bass, and consisted of round metal plates, 
which were beaten with padded sticks, and produced 
a horrible crash,' that could be heard at an immense 
distance. The approach of night in no way inter- 
rupted the harmony, for whenever one of the natives 
laid down the gamelang sticks, probably from fatigue, 
another had been waiting long and anxiously for the 
moment to seize them, and without a pause the con- 
fused sounds for a long w’hile tortured the ears of the 
W'oaried sportsmen. 

AVhen Frank rose the next morning at an early 
liour, these sounds were the first to greet him, and he 
fancied the fellow^s had not left off during the whole 
night — nor, in fact, had they done so. Little flags 
were fluttering in , every direction, and beneath long 
bamboo huts, open to every breeze, stood broad tables, 
covered with everything that Indian fancy could 
collect, in the shape of fruit, and meats, foots, leaves, 
kernels, berries, pickles and preserves, sugar and 
confectionery. 

The main point of attraction, and the centre of the 
scene, w^as the open space on which the cage stood 
with the prisoned tiger. . The cage itself, though 
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strongly built, was only made of wood, but it was the 
easily-splitting aren-palm, which wounds the tiger’s 
gums, when it bites furiously at the bars, and compels 
it to refrain from any such attempts. 

The tiger, which had only been brought in that 
morning from the place where it had been captun^l, 
lay stretched out quietly and almost motionless in the 
cage, with its gleaming eyes half closed, and appa- 
rently not heeding the group of men — mortally hated 
men — that closely surrounded it ; but the flashing, 
sparkling eyes, which restlessly looked round, as if 
selecting a victim from the mob, contradicted this 
apparent calmness. For a long .while the terrible 
brute endured the laughter and chatter of the spec- 
tators ; nor did it even move when a daring boy tor- 
mented it with a piece of bamboo thrust between tho 
bars. But at last it hurled itself, with a fierce bound 
and angry growl, against the w^ooden grating, and the 
gasping jowl, the glistening fangs, the fire-flashing 
eyes, betrayed the fury that consumed the entrails of 
the captured animal. 

At such an outbreak of frenzied rage the Javanese, 
just before laughing so'noisily and carelessly, dispersed 
like a flock of pigeons on which a hawk has suddenly 
pounced, and did not return till they had distrustfully 
examined the cage, to see w'hethcr the savage brute 
could not get out; and then came back laughing loudly 
and merrily at their own timidity. 

The gamelangs, at this moment, commenced a quick 
and bold melody, and the natives retired bashfully 
from the cage, for the procession of the Europeans, 
with the regent at their head, marched up to the spot, 
preceded by many hundred lance-bearers. While the 
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white men and the regent mounted a balcony at no 
great distance from the spot, whence they could be 
witnesses of the whole scene, the lance-bearers drew 
themselves up in three rows, as far as their number 
permitted, round the cage, thus leaving a space of 
about seventy paces in diameter, whose centre was 
occupied by the tiger’s den. 

The band kept up an uninterrupted noise: the 
circle of lances round the still caged tiger was now 
closed, and the spectators — an extraordinary medley of 
Javanese and Chinese men and women from the ad- 
joining village — drew as close as they could to the 
armed band, in order to witness the liberation of the 
tiger. All the neighbouring trees were thronged with 
men, and a perfect crowd of young fellows and men 
had collected on a decayed waringi tree, which stood 
close behind the last row of lance-men, and just oppo- 
site the balcony, where they clung with hands and 
feet to the withered branches, and could scarcely await 
the moment when the spectacle was to commence. 
They had, certainly, one of the very best places, and 
others were continually climbing up to get among 
them, but were pushed back by those already in pos- 
session, as, if driven out too far on the withered 
branches, they feared the chance of tlieir breaking. 

The gamelang-players and the gong-beaters were 
seated in a balcony, also built of bamboo, some ten or 
eleven feet above the ground, and close behind the 
lance-bearers: the instruments had been purposely 
carried up there, in order to allow* the musicians to be 
witnesses of the scene, so that they could regulate 
their time to the state of the battle. All the other 
instruments were neglected, for the voluntaiy^ musi- 
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cians had their hands full, and had something else to 
attend to, than shake the anklongs. 

When all this was arranged, a inandoor, or official, 
approached the platform with* all possible ceremony, 
which only etiquette united with religious bigotry can 
invent ; and after receiving permission from the regent 
for the sports to commence, the row of lances opened, 
suddenly, and a Javanese dressed in his holiday state, 
and armed with no other weapons than his kliris, 
walked into the open space, followed by two servants. 
The latter carried dry wood and pieces of bamboo, as 
w ell as burning coals in a hollow cocoa-nut, and walked 
up with them straight to the cage, behind which they 
piled up the wood, then fired it by means of the coals, 
and hurriedly quitted the arena, in wdiich the first 
comer — apparently a mandoor also — remained alone. 

The latter now sprung on the cover of the cage, 
w hich was formed of stout planks, and the tiger, which 
lay crouching beneath him, slowly raised its head, to 
see what was going on, and perhaps wuth the faint 
hope of getting something in reach of its claws, on 
which it could expend its fury, excited as it had been 
during the w^hole morning ; its tail began to oscillate 
gently backwards and forwards, although it did not 
seem to move a limb. 

The Javanese, howwer, paid no attention to the 
animal beneath him : well acquainted wdth its nature 
as he was, he began to lift and then shut again the 
trap-door of the cage, and the tiger’s eye was soon 
fixed on the opening, which he saw open and shut in 
such rapid succession. Being baulked in this fashion, 
it remained lying in its old posture — when the mandoor 
at last lifted off the trap-door, and threw it dow n by 
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the cage — in the expectation that it would be again 
closed. 

The mandoor, in the meanwhile, descended from the 
cage again slowly and solemnly, as if to show that he 
was not in any way alarmed, though throwing side 
and almost imperceptible glances on the tiger. He 
then made a low bow^ in the direction where the regent 
was seated, or, more properly speaking, he cowered 
almost to the ground, and began walking majestically, 
and without looking back — for the monotonous tones 
of the gamelang informed bim that the tiger had not 
yet quitted its lair — toward the spot where he had in 
the first instance entered the arena. 

The fire gradually extended : the hinder part of the 
cage was already burning briskly, and the flames were 
commencing to attack some of the side-bars, and find 
their w’ay to the interior. The tiger began to feel too 
w^arm in its bed, and looking up to the opening of the 
cage, as if doubting w hether to emerge or* not, it com- 
menced to lash its tail. All at once, this member went 
into the flames, and with a hoarse growl, the excited 
brute turned round to meet the foe that dared to assail 
it. But instead of an assailant made of flesh and 
blood, the dense smoke and the sufibcating heat of the 
fire were directly in front of the tiger, and on attempt- 
ing to escape by a retrograde movement from the hos- 
tile element, it found itself soon after — and much 
surprised, as it seemed — in the open dir, and the 
gamelangs and gongs burst forth in a loud and w ild 
roar of defiance and triumph. 

It was a splendid tiger, of a deep yellow colour, with 
long, regular, black stripes, broad head, and immense 
paw'S, that now stood for a moment by the side of its 
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cage, uttering a roar of concentrated fury and despair, 
and then rushed, with short bounds, toward the 
nearest row of spearmen. 

But here it most unexpectedly came into collision 
with tlie sharp spears of the men, who held down their 
weapons toward it, and rising on its hind legs, while 
the dark features of the Javanese were lighted up 
with triumph, it turned away and ran round the circle 
past the rows of lances. The gongs were .beaten 
furiously, as the animal flew past them, and it cast a 
timid glance in the direction of the orchestra, but did 
not check its speed till it arrived again at the spot 
where it had made the first attack, and, having appa- 
rently made up its mind that there was no other or 
better way of escape, it leaped i'ight among the 
spears. 

Poor brute ! on all sides they drove the sharp points 
into its body and wounded it vitally ; but in spite of 
that, it broke away once more, ran with its gaping 
wounds a little distance in the arena, and then essayed 
a second leap, precisely at the same spot. But its 
strength was too greatly exhausted ; and liberating 
itself once more from the lances, it tottered back a 
few paces and expired, while the instruments burst 
forth madly in a species of triumphal march, and the 
nearest Javanese, who had not yel taken part in the 
contest, drove their lances into its still quivering 
body. 

In a second, a quantity of coolies bounded into the 
arena, to drag away the dead tiger, as well as the 
cage, which was now in flames ; while the ring opened 
on the other side, and afforded ingress for eight others. 
They carried a second, rather smaller, cage, in which 
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a spotted panther was confined : a joyful shout ran 
along the rows of spectators, for the panther is far 
more active and quick than the tiger, and generally 
displays more courage, which renders the contest, or 
rather the execution, very much more interesting. For, 
after all, man is a blood-thirsty, ferocious animal — like 
the panther. 

The same ceremonies as on the former occasion were 
performed : the mandoor entered the circle with the 
same solemnity, except that it was not necessary to 
bring in fresh fire, as the burning fragments of the 
tiger’s cage were more than sufficient to enkindle that 
of the panther. When this was done, the Javanese 
mounted on the cage, but the panther was more rest- 
less than its predecessor had been, and darted forwards 
immediately the trap-door was slightly lifted. But 
when it was closed, it sprang back again to its old 
position, and observed with sparkling eyes its alternate 
opening and shutting. 

The mandoor on the cage could not see the animal, 
and the spectators, who from the panther’s whole 
behaviour might perceive that it was extraordinarily 
lively, and ready to die gallantly, seemed to await the 
result with breathless attention. The gamelang 
and gong-beaters alone hammered away at their in- 
struments, and appeared to consider it their duty 
to fill up the intervening period as pleasantly as 
possible. 

The Javanese now pulled the door oflT, and flung it 
away ; he then sprang down from the cage, and was 
beginning with all becoming dignity his sembach or 
homage, when the panther bounded out of the cage, 
and the Javanese forgettmg in a moment all his 
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assumed calmness, fled with tremendous bounds, which 
would have done honour to the tiger, towards tlie 
protecting lances, which he safely reached, accompa- 
nied by the shouts and yells of the mob, while the 
liberated animal did not appear to pay the slightest 
attention to him. 

The pantlier, however, after one hurried glance at 
the hooting spectators, whose noise for the moment 
deafened the gamelangs, bounded along close by the 
outstretched spears — so close, that it almost touclied 
them ; and one of the Javanese, W'ho probably found the 
opportunity too tempting to let it pass, tlirust out 
his spear and wounded the animal^ sliglitly in the 
flank. 

The effect of the wound was magical ; the panther 
fell back, and rushed from one side of th(3 arena to 
the other, and then crouching down just in front of 
the musicians’ orchestra, it leaped with one bound 
right over the three row’s of spearmen, and climbed ho 
rapidly up among the gongs and gamelangs, that the 
lancers were not able to stab at the animal, ere it dis- 
appeared behind the bamboo balustrade. 

How the surprised musicians dispersed when the 
savage, enraged beast bounded among them so sud- 
denly ! all care for their necks or other members was 
forgotten ; they left their gamelangs and gongs in the 
lurch, and threw themselves over the balustrade of 
the somewhat lofty orchestra w ith perfect contempt 
of death. Had a flash of lightning struck the build- 
ing, they could not have dashed out of its way with 
greater rapidity. 

But though the exhibition of musical instruments 
the panther found up there must have possessed all 
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the charm of novelty, it did not interest itself in them, 
at least for the moment— with a second hound, no way 
inferior to the first, it was once more on level ground, 
and flying through the rows of natives, several of 
'whom hurled their khrises ineffectually at it, it sprung 
over the nearest fence, and had soon disappeared 
in the adjoining coffee plantation, where it defied 
pursuit. 

The musicians could not be again collected until 
a considerable time had elapsed. 

The panther, probably, would not have afforded the 
natives such extreme pleasure by the longest and most 
obstinate fight, as it did by its leap among the musi- 
cians. Joyful shouts at first drowned every word, 
and even a good hour later, groups of the tall, brown, 
and picturesquely-attired natives were standing laugh- 
ing and talking, and described with the most expres- 
sive gesticulations the various comical details of this 
last “ sport.” 
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CHAPTER XVT. 

THE EIGHT BETWEEN THE BOAR AND THE GOAT, 
AND HOW THE MONKEYS BEHAVED THE WHILE. 

The goat and his^tub. An impertinent intruder. The monkey^s 
tricks. The boar shows fight. The blue monkey interferes. 
He meets the usual fate of intruders. The boar gives in. 
Termination of the festivities. Indefatigable musicians. 

But the natives soon bad other scenes to afford them 
matter for conversation, for the attention of the spec- 
tators was now attracted to another place, whither 
the Europeans proceeded w’ith the regent. 

This w’as the already-mentioned gigantic bamboo 
cage, which was formed below of strong posts, some 
distance apart, and higher up covered with a thin net- 
ork of rattan and bamboo, wide enough to allow the 
interior to be plainly seen, and stiU sufficiently close 
to keep in the larger varieties of monkeys. 

In the centre of this cage w'as a post, and near it a 
rather largo empty cask on one end, while its sole 
inmates had been till now a very powerful goat, and 
four of the common long-tailed brown apes. The goat 
was pacing majestically up and down the cage, eating a 
few luxuries that were thrown in by the spectators, and 
did not deign a glance at the apes. It had a stately 
beard, and a pair of splendidly-twisted horns, and w’as 
apparently a strong and remarkably muscular animal. 

The blue monkey — so called from the bluish-grey 
colour of its hair, or more frequently the howling 
monkey, as it utters the strangest and most melan- 
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choly shriek that can be imagined — ^was sitting with a 
black long-tailed monkey (the blue ape has no tail), 
on the top of the cask, rarely allowing the other to 
take his seat upon it ; and the blue gentleman fre- 
quently turned round and cast a most savage glance 
on the other, when it amused itself by lashing its 
long tail, and happened to strike the blue monkey. 
It made a grab at it once or twice, but could not catch 
hold of it, and probably did not care to commence a 
serious quarrel, for the black apes are savage brutes, 
with teeth as sharp as a dog’s — and, besides, cannot 
understand a joke. 

The brown, who are also long-tailed, apes — just in 
the same manner that we prefer going to those very 
places which w^e, ought not to visit — had sprung 
several times already on the cask, and when the blue 
ape turned round on them, attempted to climb up the 
post in the centre of the cage ; but it vras never more 
than an attempt^ for the post had been' well , rubbed 
with soap, and one of those seated below always 
seized tlio experimentalizer by the tail, and drew him 
back. On one occasion they terribly annoyed the 
goat by actually falling on its back. 

This pleasant still-life was soon, however, to be dis- 
turbed in a most unexpected and rough fashion. In the 
first place, the men assembled round the cage with their 
loud laughing and chattering, and the sounds of the 
gamelangs and gongs close by — for the musicians 
had gradually collected again— rdid not at all please 
the animals. They became restless, and the goat, 
probably believing that one of the apes was to blame 
for it all, lowered its head and butted at the cask. 
By this attack it terribly atartled the blue ape, and 
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pinched the tail of the black monkey against the post, 
so sharply, that he drew it up with a loud cry of alarm, 
examined it carefully, and twisted it in every direc- 
tion. lie then had a comfortable scratch, while gnash- 
ing his teeth at the goat as it walked majestically up 
and down, and cutting all manner of angry faces. 

Suddenly, the attention of the whole company was- 
attracted towards the.door of their temporary abode, 
for a band of chattering, laughing coolies arrived there 
with a large and apparently very heavy bamboo cage, 
which they put down close to it. The door was then 
opened', and when the goat curiously approached it — 
and even the blue ape had come down from its eleva- 
tion, to sec what was going on — a trap-door was sud- 
denly removed, and at the same instunt a fierce, black, 
bristly boar rushed in, as if shot from a bow, among 
the terrified company, who naturally dispersed as sud- 
denly as the gong and gamelang beaters just before, 
when the panther visited them. 

The ape mounted the cask at a bound, and pro- 
ceeded to climb the pole, but this was prevented by 
the soap, and the goat fled at the first alarm to the 
other side of the cask, and fancied itself in security 
there. The boar, however, not taking the slightest 
notice of the other animals, scarcely found itself 
liberated from its close confinement, than it also tried 
to find its way into the open country, and ran with a 
savage grunt all round the bamboo wall, seeking for 
the outlet, which it could not find. 

The goat, in the meanwhile, had pressed itself close 
to the cask, and it was only when the grunting boar 
passed several times close by it, that its old anger and 
pride gained the ascendancy over its alarm : it bowed 
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its head, drew back a little, and just as the boar was 
passing, gave it such a tremendous blow in the temple, 
that the poor brute was hurled back against the side 
of the cage. This was, however, a little too much, 
and turning angrily on its treacherous assailant, the 
boar gave him a slight wound on the shoulder, and 
pressed the goat so close, that the latter was com- 
pelled to escape on to the tqp of the cask, which 
it eflected with one leap — in fact the cask had been 
placed here for that very purpose. 

By this proceeding, the goat was of course terribly 
in the way of the monkeys, which tried again, though 
in vain, to retreat via the post, while the two brown 
apes ran up the side walls, and, then supporting 
themselves by their legs and one arm, let the other 
and their tail hang down, and gnashed their teeth at 
the boar, who was certainly the cause of the whole 
commotion, and who now began playing the part of 
master of the house. 

The goat, in the meanwhile, examined the terrain, 
without deigning to look at the monkeys, who were 
scratching and biting each other, and at last, clearly 
perceiving that up here it had its rear protected, it 
sprang down from the cask, and lowering its head and 
drawing back a couple of paces, it butted the boar 
once again so furiously, that he fell on his knees, but 
soon started up, and turned angrily again on his cou- 
rageous assailant. The boar attacked the goat so vigo- 
rously and with such unexpected success, that the 
latter sought hurriedly to regain its place of shelter, 
but upset the cask by its violent leap, and reached 
the ground on the other side, while the boar savagely 
ran at the rolling cask. 
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But now the comic side of the contest rcvally com- 
menced — the two large monkeys, also deprived of 
their refuge by the overthrow of the cask, tried to 
climb, though fruitlessly, up the slippery post. The 
black one, who appeared the most agile, had scarcely 
raised himself more than four feet from the ground, 
when the blue one seized him by the tail, and pullell 
him down again, and then attempted to secure his own 
safety by flying to the bamboo posts. The goat, how- 
ever, then butted at the black monkey, and while the 
latter sprang actively aside upon the boar, and from 
the latter to the wall, the goat generally ran its head 
with such fury against the post, that the whole build- 
ing shook. The goat could not devote much time to 
an examination of the wood-work, for the boar attacked 
it again ; but cleverly escaping from the rush by leap- 
ing on one side, it gave the black fellow such a violent 
and well-judged blow in the rear, that the animal fell 
on its knees with a furious grunt at the unexpected 
blow, and only recovered in time to receive a second 
butt on the side of the head. 

With a loud yell of pain the boar again rushed at 
the goat, who, with a single bound, mounted the over- 
turned cask. But here it had no holdfast, the cask 
began rolling, and the goat had its feet full in retaining 
its equilibrium. The boar appeared, too, to have 
received such blows that he was really forced to gasp for 
breath ere he could renew the extraordinary contest. 
He, therefore, contented himself with grunting at the 
apes, who when the boar remained quiet for awhile, 
began employing the animal’s back as a step, by means 
of. which they sprang conveniently up and down. At 
last, however, the goat lost its balance, the cask rolled 
• . m2 
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from beneath its feet, and the boar, regarding this in 
the light of a fresh insult, rushed to the attack once 
again. 

This time, however, the boar was most roughly 
greeted; the goat, in the worst possible temper, 
through the rolling of the cask, — perhaps, too, through 
the wounds it had previously received, — did not await 
the attack, but itself rushed on the boar. 

The second blow, by which it followed up the first 
one, would, probably, have been still more dangerous 
had not the blue ape interposed, though in a most invo- 
luntary manner. The latter, namely, had in the mean- 
while and very mnnecessarily commenced a private 
quarrel with the black ape, which Black ey, though for 
a long while mdst patient and enduring,^ at last 
thought incompatible with his feelings of honour and 
courage. He, therefore, suddenly set upon the blue 
ape so furiously with nails and teeth — holding on by 
his tail twisted round one of the posts in the mean- 
while — that the blue ape was forced to let loose to 
defend himself against the furious attack, and now, 
w'hilo his assailant remained hanging by his stern- 
cable, as the sailors would say, and swung backwards 
and forwards, he fell between the two animals contend- 
ing below, just as, the goat was preparing for a fresh 
butting match. The poor wretch could not have 
arrived at a more unseasonable moment, for his breast- 
bone was broken in by the force of the^blow, and 
he fell dead by the side of the boar ; w hile the goat, 
w hich, on hearing the loud yell, could only imagine that 
a new opponent had arrived, sprang back again upon 
its rolling cask. 

The boar, ou the other hand, of course unaware of 
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the famous, though involuntary, service the cleadhenst 
had done him, gave the corpse a couple of digs in his 
powerless fury, and then turned towards the cask. But 
here the goat, which had acquired fresh courage and 
confidence, by the successful result of the contest, met 
him half way, and belaboured him in such a manner 
tli.'it the boar at last was unable to rise from the ground, 
tlirougli an injury to his spine. The goat, which 
animal in tlu'sc contests generally gains the victory, 
now gave him three or four tremendous blows, and 
then bounded — but this time in triumph — again on the 
cask, where it seemed to rock and balance itself, as if 
in fun, and thus gave great umbrage to the black 
monkey, who had found this a famous place from 
which to watch the contest. • 

AVith the victory of the goat — for the boar w’as so 
exhausted that it could not recommence the contest — 
the interest the spectators took in the battle ceased, 
and the Europeans quitted the scene, to which the 
natives now thronged curiously, to see whether the 
boar would recover again, or the goat renew the fight, 
for which there was no want of incitement. 

The festivities were thenceforth confined princi- 
pally to eating and drinking, and the dances of the 
natives, which lasted the whole night ; at least the 
incessant sounds of the gamelangs^and gongs were the 
first things that greeted Frank Wildman’s ear when 
he awoke the next morning at daybreak. 
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CHAPTEE XVII. 

MALAY SUPERSTITIONS ABOUT THE ALLIGATOR, AND 
HOW THE APES CATCH CRABS. 

Visit to a Malay village. Frank has employment offered him. 
An ill behaved alligator. The great magician. The incan- 
tation. Punishment of the criminal. The deserted campong. 
The monkeys’ evening diversions. Crab-catching. Pain and 
pleasure. 

During the next month nothing extraordinary oc- 
curred, for Mr. Evans and Erank wandered about the 
woods, devoting the whole of their time to scientific 
inquiries, and collecting plants and minerals, so that 
they came home frequently heavily laden, and the 
Javanese shook their heads, wondering how these 
mad Europeans could go about in wind and storm, 
dew and rain, in order to load themselves with withered 
plants, and fragments of stones, as if they were gold 
and jewels. Mr. Evans’s health, however, at last gave 
w^ay, and fearing a fever, w’hich he might possibly 
escape by a course of medicine, he returned with 
Erank to Samarang. 

The young lad, who disliked the idle, life in tlie 
hotel, while he felt unwilling to spend his days in 
doing nothing, again longed for active scenes, and 
moat welcome to him was the invitation of an Ame- 
rican, whose acquaintance he formed in Samarang, to 
visit him at Djaraka, a little village close to Samarang, 
and there employ his time in hard work. 
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Djaraka lay on the sea, and the house of the Ame- 
rican, a Mr. Wilson, surrounded by cocoa-palms and 
bananas, overlooked the wide expanse of waters, which 
w as enlivened by countless boats and sails. It w'as an 
exquisite spot even for Java, that land of fine scenery ; 
and the little village itself, with its strangely mingled 
styles of architecture, the poor bamboo huts of the 
natives, close to the spacious and elegant dwellings of 
the Europeans, only served to bring out in lidte 
striking relief the splendid vegetation, and rich co- 
louring of the fruit-orchards w'hich begirt it. 

Frank made himself quite at home there, collected 
birds’ eggs and insects, chafers ai\d butterflies, and 
employed a great portion of his leisure time in ex- 
amining the state and cultivation. of the country, in 
which he w^as so successful, that in about six months 
Mr. Wilson proposed to him to undertake the ma- 
nagement of a plantation belonging to a brother-in- 
law of his, a Dutch planter, in the island of Bangka, 
near Sumatra. Frank gladly accepted, and the time 
for his departure was arranged for the next month, 
as a prahu which was going to carry machinery and 
other necessaries to the little colony would then be 
ready for sea. 

About this time — and he employed his days now 
almost exclusively in wandering about the neighbour- 
hood — they heard that some five paals westward, on 
the southern coast, a man had been devoured by an 
alligator, and a Malay enchanter was going to try the 
alligator on the next day, and probably kill it. 

This was an opportunity to learn something about 
the manners and superstitions of this strange people, 
which Frank would not let pass unnoticed ; but as 
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Mr. Wilson had no time to accompany him, he was 
forced to set out alone, and trotted on the same 
morning, accompanied by a Malay servant, and pro- 
vided with a letter of introduction to the mandoor of 
the village, towards the place indicated, which he 
reached after a two hours’ ride. 

The Malay, who accompanied him, spoke English 
well enough to carry on conversation with him, and 
he aDukl not have required a better interpreter ; be- 
sides, too, he was an old acquaintance of yours, dear 
reader, and no one less than Mr. Evans’s little fat 
Malay, who had not at all agreed wuth his old master 
since the day when he fell overboard with the tama- 
rinds. lie had consequently left him about a month pre- 
viously, and looked out for Frank, whom he had always 
liked. The fellow was most modest in his demands, 
and seemed to be dearly attached to the young man. 
Wo can, in truth, call Frank so, for the last year had 
made a great alteration in him, both bodily and men- 
tally, and he looked even older and more manly than 
he really was. 

On their little horses they galloped merrily up to 
the mandoor’s house ; Frank delivered his letter, was 
most cordially received, and forced — in spite of his 
assertions that he had eaten a hearty meal only two 
"Tiours before — to seat himself at a table, upon which 
several girls laid a number of dishes of every pos- 
sible variety. The mandoor incessantly pressed him, 
and the little man was so friendly at the same time, so 
polite, and made such a terribly sorrowful face w’hen 
Frank declined one of the countless dishes, or, better 
speaking, plates, that the latter was force d willy- nilly 
to overload his stomach, and only hoped for a ride 
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after dinner, in order to bring it again into some 
degree of order. 

As soon as the mandoor saw that Frank was regu- 
larly at work, he cowered down on the ground, and 
ate only those articles which Frank had left. The 
young man really felt uncomfortable at being regarded 
so reverentially here, and almost involuntarily he 
remembered that he himself had been treated as a 
servant on board the pirate, not so very long ago. 
In India, however, colour ennobles, and W'e Europeans 
must not consider it so very strange, for if we were 
to revert to the source of that which, among U6, 
brings one portion of the nation on their knees before 
tlie other — equally extraordinar}% and perhaps more 
extraordinary, things would be brought to light. 

After dinner, or indeed during the meal, he was 
served with coffee, but prepared in a very different 
way from what he had been accustomed to. One of 
tlie girls, namely, put a tablespoouful of pounded 
coffee into his cup, and then poured boiling water 
upon it : it was certainly rather unpleasant to have 
his mouth filled with grounds, but he w^ould not for 
the world have said anything, for his hospitable host 
would have been capable of upsetting the whole cam- 
pong (village), in order to discovp another way of 
satisfying his taste. 

But Frank was, above all, interested in the alliga- 
tor enchanter ; and he awaited impatiently the 
moment for startin*g ; but the mandoor had already 
attended to this, and sent off a messenger to inquire 
into the progress of affairs. The latter soon returned, 
and Frank now learned that the magician would re- 
gard it as an honour, if the white man would be 
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present at the incantation, and they would defer 
the ceremony in order that he might have time to 
come. 

If this was the case, Frank would not by any 
means cause delay : fresh horses were soon brought, 
and with the fat little Malay on agladach or servant’s 
horse behind them, and a whole swarm of others 
whom the mandoor considered he required as an 
escort, tliey galloped through a grove of magnificent 
cocoa-palms, towards a little poor fishing village, 
which they reached after half an hour’s sharp ride. 

They found the whole population on their legs, 
although the su,n was still high ; but the mandoor 
galloped straight up to one of the largest bamboo 
houses, which was adorned with a long verandah, 
sprang from his horse, and, after lifting Frank from 
the saddle, carried him into the interior of the cabin, 
where he was most solemnly received by an old man. 
Here they again found a table covered from top to 
bottom with eatables and liquors, where, as it seemed, 
the whole previous festivity was to be renewed. The 
young man, however, found this beyond a joke, and 
he declared laughingly, that he w^as not able to swal- 
low a single mouthful, and the natives were compelled 
to devour the dainties alone, in spite of all their en- 
treaties. His host'atthe former feed, however, seated 
himself at work again, and did not allow it to be 
perceived that he had had anything to eat before 
during the day. 

The meal was more speedily completed than might 
at starting have been anticipated from the number of 
small dishes ; the majority of the natives had already 
gone down to the sea-shore ; and Frank now stole 
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gently out of the hut with the Malay, in order not to 
miss the ceremony of the alligator enchanting through 
the eternal eating and drinking. The fellow’s name 
was Tji-kaiidi, from that of the village which he was 
born in. 

Tji-kandi on the road explained to him the real sig- 
nificance of the ceremony, which had its origin in the 
superstition, or, more correctly speaking, the religious 
lud good-tempered feeling of the natives : for the 
latter consider the alligator sacred. Allah, — for 
nearly all the Javanese are Mahommedans, — liolds it 
under his especial protection ; and no Javanese would 
venture to kill an alligator, except under the present 
exceptional circumstances. 

Allah, namely, has severely inteklicted the alliga- 
tors, who are his children, from devouring, or even 
killing his other children — men, and the alligators are 
much too reasonable beings to overstep such a com- 
mand ; they even keep order among themselves, and 
many persons gravely assert that sw immers have been 
defended by alligators against any individual of their 
band w ho tried to infringe their law. But there are 
wicked, worthless beings in every sect, among all 
beings ; then why not among the alligators as well ? 
and there are even instances, though certainly rare 
ones, where such a villanous and godless brute, for- 
getting Allah’s ordinances, attacks, kills, and devours 
a human being. Allah, how'ever, is magnanimous ; 
the punishment does not follow immediately; the 
sinner is warned and allowed time to repent. For- 
bidden fruits, however, are the sweetest, and human 
flesh is very' nice to certain tastes : when lin alligator 
has once committed such a fault, there is generally 
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but a poor prospect of its amendment ; it is ten to 
one that it seizes the next man that comes across its 
path, either by the arm or leg, or devours him at a 
meal; and Allah, now seriously displeased with such 
an impenitent sinner, orders man to inflicj ^ con dign 
^pmsl^inent upon it : these commands men then obey, 
antTEilihe wicked alligator. 

Tji-kandi had hardly finished his little story, when 
tliey heard horses galloping behind them, and the 
mandoor with his whole suite came up to them. 
They had missed the white man entrusted to their 
charge, and in great terror mounted their horses to 
catch him, before any accident could happen to him. 
They certainly made him gentle reproaches for caus- 
ing them such an alarm, but Erank galloped laugh- 
ingly towards the beach, where the Malays were 
standing at a reverend distance from the water, and 
apparently listening to the words of an old native, who 
was narrating something to them with marvellous 
gesticulations and in a loud voice. 

It was the enchanter ; the young white man was 
introduced to him, and he then turned towards the 
sea, whither all the others followed him, evidently in a 
state of nervous excitement. 

The spot they were bound for lay on the verge of a 
small swamp, oversown with ozier-like bushes, and 
intersected by numerous lagunes. This was the 
favourite abiding-place of the alligators, for they could 
reach the shore comfortably imder the shelter of the 
ozier bushes when they wish to travel incognito, and 
roast themselves on the adjoining slip of sand to any 
degree of hitrdness they pleased in the burning sun. 
Here the alligator had treacherously seized the man 
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who kept his canoe on the edge of the swamp, and 
here, too, it was to suffer its punishment, 

Frank, however, was not a little astonished at not 
seeing a single trace of any such animal — he had 
fancied tlie man-eater had been captured and would 
be kept in confinement, till the hour for its execution 
arrived ; but now Tji-kandi told him that the intended 
victim was still somewhere in the sea, for in that the 
" charm consisted — killing an alligator, which was con- 
fined in a cage, was no such difficult task, he could do 
that himself. 

The magician lost no time in long preparations, for, 
advancing along the sand bank, in such wise that he 
always kept ten or twelve paces of dry ground between 
himself and the water (and he had chosen ebb tide 
for this ceremony) ; he uttered a long-drawn pecu- 
liarly yelling or shrill cry, and then began singing a 
low monotonous song, to which he beat the time with 
his hands. From time to time he repeated the cry, 
which quivered with a most peculiar effect across the 
water, and then he bow’ed his head to east and west 
and commenced his incantation anew^ 

There w as a movement in the water — a couple of 
dusky bodies emerged ; they lay like pieces of charred 
wood on the surface, and drifted slowly up without 
any visible movement. Others came up from the 
other side, opposite the willow' swamp ; four or five 
raised themselves slowly from the depths, and every 
time that the peculiar cry was heard, it almost seemed 
as if these dark bodies were held by wires, for they 
moved forwards simultaneously as long as the cry 
lasted, and when it ceased they fell back more and 
more into their old position. It was evident that the 
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man exercised an extraordinary, and at the first blush 
inexplicable, influence over the animals, for they un- 
-inistakeahly obeyed his call, then gradually approached 
the beach, and lay there drawn up in rank and file, 
and as if waiting further orders, with their heads pro- 
jecting above the water, while here and there some 
very large brute raised half its harnessed back above 
the surface of the water. 

But the old enchanter was not disposed to initiate - 
his audience immediately into the arcana of his pro- 
ceedings, for he now began a slow and solemn dance 
before the brutes, commencing with the last in sight, 
and while the spectators drew nearer slowly and 
timidly, to understand the words which the enchanter 
muttered rather .than sang, he appeared to pay no 
further attention to them, but devoted himself exclu- 
sively to the alligators. 

Frank did not understand a syllable of the whole 
incantation : Tji-kandi, however, who drew as near 
the magician as be could, which infringement of re- 
gulations was conceded as the European was standing 
by his side, explained to him that the old man was 
praising all the virtues and qualities of each individual 
animal, and telling them that Allah was satisfied with 
them, and would allow his sun to shine upon their backs, 
and that they should remain such respectable, tem- 
perate alligators, and not let themselves b© seduced by 
evil examples, though he would not mention any name. 

“ You are the best !” he sang as he walked up to a 
tremendously large fellovr, who lay there with half- 
closed eyes, and looked up sleepily at him, you are 
the best of all, you keep them in order, and I know 
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that you assisted my son against the vagabond, whom 
we killed last year.*’ 

“ You are still young !” he then continued, address- 
ing another, “ but I fear no good will come of you ; I 
have heard bad things about you — very bad. Eepent, 
repent.” 

“ And you are good too,” he sang to the others, 
“ and shall Imve presents, which your father will bring 
you — huh, eh, hu ! ” Ajid the lengthened yell again 
sounded over the waters, so that the beasts held up 
their heads and looked around ; it seemed as if it came 
from every quarter at once. 

But now the dance assumed a different character — 

• 

it became more animated and expressive, and was 
executed almost exclusively round a rather large alli- 
gator with a remarkably broad head, which lay with 
nearly half its body projecting from the water, and 
regarding the old man with its glistening, cunning 
little eyes : this was the criminal, and the magician 
now expressed his opinion about the brute’s conduct 
in unsparing terms. 

Good Allah! how he assailed the alligator — for this 
was not the first lapse from virtue : twice already, once 
fora well-founded suspicion, the second time caught in 
the very act, the animal had been reprqved, and warned 
of the inevitable consequences of Such conduct ; but 
now the measure of its iniquities was full, and punish- 
ment must ensue. 

The alligator, as if it understood the conversation, 
and was certainly tortured by an evil conscience, 
first raised its gigantic upper mandible, and shut it 
again, as if it was troubled by emui; but gradually it 
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commenced to retire slowly into the water — it did not 
feel quite comfortable at this summing up. The old 
man scarcely perceived the movement, for he had 
not taken his eye off the animal, ere he again uttered 
his huh-i-uh, far more piercingly than on any previous - 
occasion, and the crocodile lay quiet and immovable. 

The old man now made a sign, and several Malays 
with baskets came up, and brought food for the croco- 
diles — for one a piece of meat, for another a fish, for« 
a third a lump of rice, and it was, in fact, a regular 
feast. Por the criminal, however, a special dainty 
had been prepared, which consisted of a large piece of 
meat, with a powerful shark-hook concealed in it. 
This the old magician himself took — and this portion 
of the incantatioij was natural enough — to the broad- 
headed crocodile, and first casting a large lump to his 
neighbour, to excite the animal’s appetite, he then 
offered him the hook. Meat and hook disappeared 
together, and the up-raised arm of the enchanter was 
the signal for the Malays to give a slight pull at the 
rope to which the hook was attached. The old man 
stood by the beast’s side, and when the captured 
brute began to perceive that it had swallowed some- 
thing out .of the common, and grew restless, he 
recommenced hjp lecture, told the other crocodiles to 
notice how they could witness with their own eyes 
the consequences of disobeying Allah’s commands, 
and then let go of the rope with a peculiar cry, very 
different, however, from the preceding. 

In a second, some twenty Malaya were hanging on 
the rope, and the immense captured brute, so suddenly 
torn from its native element, lashed the water with its 
tail, and made a ffirious noise. But it was of no avail, the 
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hook was secure ; and the old man, quite 
his roriner solemn iiiovenients, jumped to the head ol* 
tlie alligator, and drove his^khris into its throat; thou 
retiring, he left the animal to be despatched by the 
Olliers, who soon with their daggers separated the head 
from the body, which quivered for a while on the 
sand. 

The other alligators, on seeing the turn nnitters 
had tak(‘n, lii*re retired slowly into the water, witliout 
anybody mole&ling them in the slightest degree. 

Tji-kandi ceriaiuly believed in the 8U|)ernatural 
power of the enchanter — he had been brought up in 
tile bidief, and that is an excuse for much ; but J*'rank 
bad evt ry reason for conjecturing that the old fellow, 
who laid been chosen priest and . protector of tiu? 
alligators, watched them daily fixim his cabin, and ba<l 
rendered them half-tame by continually feeding them 
with his own hand. The approach of the animals is 
easily explicable, therefore, in this way; but still the 
inlimate relations subsisting betw’een the man and the 
animals, were extraordinary, and must originate from a 
careful knowledge and study of their several characitjrs, 
wdiieli could naturally only be obtained by patience 
and perseverance. 

The inandoor, who now came up, was evidently 
delighted that the execution had g6ne off so satisfac- 
torily — the white man would thus feel a certain 
respect for his coiiiitrynien, dud he Wld Frank a 
quantity of anecdotes about other “ wicked alliga- 
tors, all of whom Allah had delivered into their hand, 
and w hat a remarkably talented man their magician 
was ; and that, in addition, he was akilled in breeding 
storms, and other trides of the same nature. 

K 
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The evening had, in the meanwhile, advanced con- 
siderablj, and on walking up the beach they approached 
a little thicket of mango and ramputan-trees, above 
which a few cocoa and aren-palms raised their heads. 
It was an old deserted campong, and immediately in 
its rear the wildly overgrown jungle began again. 

After walking close up to the old campong, they 
were on the point of turning back — for the mandoov* 
assured them supper would be ready, and the meats 
and coffee, and other delicacies grow cold — when a 
young fellow emerged from the thicket, and said a few 
words to the mandoor. The latter turned, with a 
laugh, to Frank,^ and asked him if he had ever seen 
the apes catch crabs. Frank replied in the negative, 
and the mandoor^ taking his hand, led him gently and 
cautiously through the deserted village, to a spot 
which the young fellow had pointed out, and where 
the old, formerly planted hedges of the rosa sinenais 
(or rambaiig sapatoe, shoe-flower, as the natives term 
it, in consequence of their using it to make the boots 
of tlie Europeans black and varnished) rendered it an 
easy task for them to approach unobserved. 

At length they reached the boundary of the former 
settlement — a dry sandy soil and strip of beach, where 
all vegetation ceased, and only a single tall pandanus- 
tree, wdiose roots •were thickly interlaced with creep- 
ing plants formed, as it were, the advanced post 
of the vegetable kingdom. Behind this they crawled 
along, and, cautiously raising their heads, they saw 
several apes, at a distance of two or three hundred 
paces, who were partly looking for somethiiig as they 
walked up and down the beach, while others stood 
motionless. It was the long-tailed brown variety, and 
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Frank was beginning to regret that he had not his 
telescope with him, to watch the movements of these 
Ftrange beings more closely, when one of them, a tre- 
mendously large fellow, began to draw nearer to them. 
Carefully examining the ground, over which he went 
on all fours, he stood at intervals to scratch himself, 
or to snap at some insect that buzzed round him. lie 
'^'iine up so close that Frank fancied that he must 
scent them and give the alarm to the other monkeys, 
when, suddenly passing over a little elevation covered 
with withered reedy grass, he discovered a party of 
crabs, j)arading up and down on the hot sand. With 
a bound he was amongst them, but nojt quickly i?noiigh 
to catch a single one ; for the crabs, though apparently 
so clumsy, darted like lightning into a quantity of 
small holes or cavities, which made the ground here 
resemble a sieve, and the ape could not thrust in his 
])aw after them, for the orifices were too narrow. 

The inandoor nudged Frank gently, to draw his 
attention, and they saw the ape, after crawling once 
or twice up and down the small strip of land, and 
peering into the various holes, with his nose close to 
the ground, suddenly seat himself yery gravely by 
one of them, which he fancied most suitable. Ho 
then brought round his long tail to the front, thrust 
the end of it into the cavity, until he met with an 
obstacle, and suddenly made a face, w^hich so amused 
Frank that he would have laughed loudly, had not 
the mandoor raised his finger warningly — and directly 
after the ape drew’ out his extraordinary line with a 
jerk. At the end of it, however,^ hung the desired 
booty, a fat crab, by one of its claws, and swinging it 
round on the ground with such noleuce as to make 
k2 
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it lose its hold, he took it in his left paw, picked up 
a stone in the other, and after cracking the shell, 
devoured the savoury contents with evident signs 
of satisfaction. 

Four or five he thus caught in succession, on eacli 
occasion when the crab nipped him making a face of 
heroic resignation and pain ; but each time he was 
successful, and he must have found in the dainty disi^f 
and the revenge for the nip, abundant satisfaction for 
the pain he endured — or else he would not have set 
to work again so soon. 

Thus Hien the ape, quite engaged with the sport, 
and without taking his eye oiF the ground, had ap- 
proached to within about twenty paces of the party 
concealed behiad«the pandanus tree. Here again the 
ground was full of holes, and looking out the one he 
conjectured to be the best, he threw in his line once 
more, and probably felt that there was something 
alive within, for he awaited the result with signs 
of most eager attention. The aftair, however, lasted 
longer than he had anticipated, but being already 
tolerably filled by his past successful hauls, he pulled 
up Ins knees, laid his long arms upon them, bowed his 
licad, and half closing his eyes, he assumed such 
a resigned and yet exquisitely comical face, as only 
an ape is capaWe of putting on under these circum- 
stances. Hut his quiet w^as destined to disturbed 
in a manner as unexpected as it was cruel : he must 
have discovered some very interesting object in the 
clouds, for he w’as staring up there fixedly, when he 
suddenly uttered ^ loud yell, left hold of his knees, felt 
writh both hands for bis tail, and made a bound in the 
air, as if the ground under him was beginning to grow 
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rod hot. At the end of his tail, however, hunfj a 
pi "antic crab, tom with such desperate energy from 
its hiding-place, and Frank could not restrain himself 
any longer, but burst into a loud laugh. The mandoor 
at first retained his gravity ; but when the ape, alarmed 
by the strange sound, looked up in spito of his pain 
ami saw men, and then bounded off at full speed, 
s’ith his tormentor still dangling at the end of his 
t'ail, the old man could no longer refrain either, and 
they both laughed till the tears ran down their 
cliOfdxS. 

The ape, in the meanwhile, ilew across the narrow 
strip of sand, followed by all the, others, towards 
tlie jungl(», and in a moment after, not a single one 
was visible. • 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE SHIPWRECK. 

Frank prepares to depart. The crew of the pralny The hur- 
ricane. Magnificent appearance of the oceHii. (\»war<lice 
of the captain. The prahu sinks. Frank liatliing with the 
waves. The impromptu raft. A sail. Out of the fr3fing- 
pan into the fire. 

The time approached when Frank was to commence 
his new^ duties, and they had only to await the setting 
in of the south-east monsoon, when the prahii would 
he sent. across to Bangka, with a quantity of articles 
intended for the plantation. Frank was to accompany 
them ; and full of hopes at his new prospects, which 
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even the description of the unhealthy climate prevail- 
ing there, given him by Tji-kandi, did not dissipate, he 
made his slight preparations, and was all in readiness 
to start, when the monsoon sent its harbinger over the 
sea ill the shape of a stiff south-easter. 

They were compelled, however, to await the passing 
of this storm — at such a season a large vessel has great 
difficulty in keeping afloat, much less one of theser 
coasting vessels. But when the weather cleared again, 
and the fresh, sharp breeze promised a quick and suc- 
cessful voyage, the last provisions, with water and 
other necessaries, were taken on board — not omitting 
a kantaka, or snivel ; for piratical prahus frequently 
made these seas, though repeatedly crossed by vessels 
of war, the scene of their savage aiid inurdcTous 
attacks ; and after a cordial leave-taking from Wilson 
and Mr. Evans, whom he visited in Samarang, but 
found still seriously ill, they weighed anchor and put 
out to sea in excellent spirits. 

The crew of the prahu consisted of the master, who 
was an Arab ; seven Malays, as sailors ; a Chinese, as 
cook ; and Frank and l^i-kandi, who could not be 
induced to quit him, as passengers. Tji-kandi, how*- 
ever, w as taken on board, w ith the understanding that 
he would lend a hand when required. 

The distance from Samarang to Bangka is not great, 
in fact it is only a few degrees, so that any good 
vessel could perform the voyage, with the favouring 
monsoon, in a very short time. The first day gave 
them the best hopes ; the sky was clear, and the wrind 
blew so stiffly from the south-east, that they could 
scarcely carry all their matting sails; and the little 
vessel bounded merrily over the waves. The next day, 
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however, brought many changes : as the horizon cleared 
in the east, the breeze grew stiffer — the clouds flew 
athwart the sky, as if afraid of arriving too late to 
witness the uprising of dawn, and the sea roared with 
a hollow and gloomy sound. Their sails were reduced 
— for they cannot reef them on board such vessels — 
and they ran before the wind at a speed of ten knots 
an hour. 

But the monsoon is a dangerous guest, when ho 
pufts out his cheeks just at the change — the old north- 
west monsoon has not quite forgotten his former tricks, 
and frequently howls his parting salutation across the 
sea, when the new lord, the south-east monsoon, is 
busily engaged in sweeping the sea clear of foam and 
w aves : and if the two come in collision, ships gene- 
rally bear the brunt of it. 

Hah ! how it howled over the w'avcs, and roared and 
whistled through the rigging of the prahu : the sails 
had been reduced as much as possible, and still it 
threatened to tear the mast from its wedges, through 
tlie violent gusts it assailed it w ith. The Malays are 
excellent seamen in quiet weather, but when they are 
compelled to peril their life against the elements, they 
soon lose their heads, or do not set to work with any- 
thing like the requisite energy'. 

The sea gradually rose, and the ’waves grew so high 
and pursued them with such fury, that they were 
compelled to set more sail to escape them, unless they 
w'ould run the risk of having their deck washed by a 
tremendous sea, and losing every thing upon it. 

In spite of the storm, they therefore put on more 
sail ; but the wind blew with such violence, that they 
seemed ready to burst, and the masts groaned and 
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creaked, and the vessel laboured as if she were going 
to pieces. 

With sunset the storm appeared to increase instead 
of abating ; the hurricane howled along its path, and 
one of those terrible typhoons, the terror of the sailor, 
was rattling at tine gates of the ocean, as if wishing 
to force its way into its nethermost depths. The sea, 
at the same time, glowed with a peculiar phosphor 
reacent light, though with a degree of splendour which 
the sailor rarely witnesses, even in these latitudes ; the 
agitated sea not only emitted a bright light, through 
which the vessel cleft its fiery, glistening, and spark- 
ling w'ay, and left a bright strip of silver behind it in 
the darkness, but the entire ocean appeared a liquid* 
fire down to its lo^’est depths, and the wfivcs, as they 
rose and roared behind them, cast a brilliant light into 
the remotest corner of the prahu. 

But tliough the effulgence of the sea is magnificent 
in calm weather, and the flashing and sparkling of the 
waves, which appeared to be traversed by thousands of 
fire-balls, is a very exquisite sight ; still, in a storm, it 
is terrible to behold, and if it appears with such extra- 
ordinary effect as it did in this instance, it is well 
adapted to fill the hearts of the generally timid natives 
with horror and alarm. 

Tji-kandi, though* generally one of the most sen- 
sible, was sitting on the deck near the rudder, in 
sihmt despair; and 'when Frank, who was not yet 
fully cognizant of all the dangers to which they were 
exposed, and was never weary of regarding the w ild, 
terrific splendour that surrounded them, tried to cheer 
him up, he shook his head, and said that it was all 
over with them ; the vessel would never reach port, 
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for the gates of the lower world were open, and 
it was possible to see into the fiery abyss through the 
clear water. 

As long as the sail was, not carried away, there was 
a hope of escaping the storm, for^the prahu was an 
excellent sailer; the crests of the pursuing waves alone 
usually reached the deck, and seemed to cover them 
with a fier}' shower. Their situation, however, grew 
ejich moment more dangerous ; the wind at the same 
time began to shift; and the A rab^ captain lay in tho 
cabin w ith his forehead on the ground, and prayed to 
Allah ; Tji-kandi was past praying. Tho only calm 
person of the crew was the Chini*H(»^ the pagan : the 
latter, w hen he saw that all had lost their heads, and 
the man at the tiller looked moro behind him at the 
thundering waves than before him at bis vessel, went 
n[) and took tho rudder, which w^as gladly given to 
him ; he then steered the prahu w'ith a steady, sure 
hand. The man of China turned his pigtail towards 
the waves, and suffered them to howl behind him as 
mucli as they liked : as long as mast and sail held, and 
the storm did not grow worse, they had a chance of 
e.scaping. 

But the wind w’as gradually shifting to the east, 
and they did not dare to run awav from their present 
course ; for in doing so, they would have the sea on 
their weatlier-side, and this would be a dangerous 
experiment. Still, the yards must be swung round, 
and yet the captain, to whom the charge of the vessel 
was intrusted, w'as not for a moment vi.sible on deck. 

Tchuning, the Chinese, would not longer take tho 
responsihilitv on himself, and begged Frank, who was 
standing by his side, to go below and fetch the Arab. 
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Frank, who was not at all satisfied with his behaviour, 
quickly left the deck, but had scarce disappeared iu 
the hatchway, when there was a fearful crash on deck, 
and at the next moment, a tremendous sea broke over 
them and actually washed him down the steps. He 
had scarce time to regain his legs, when a second sea 
broke with almost greater force against the side of the 
poor vessel ; and while Frank, more through an instinct 
of the danger in w hich he now w’as, rather than perfectly 
conscious of it, rushed back again to the open air, he 
felt himself suddenly seized from behind, and the Arab 
sprang over him, kicking him down the steps in order 
to save his own cpw’ardly carcass. 

But the very thing w^hich appeared at first to be the 
destruction of the young man — the cabin was already 
quite filled, and the vessel rapidly sinking — had been his 
salvation ; for the Arab had scarcely reached the deck, 
when another wave broke over him, hurled him against 
the still stvanding mast, where he lay senseless, and then 
washed him overboard, while Frank, who now followed 
him, grasped at the light bamboo railing which had been 
loosened by the waves, and found himself, a second 
afterwards, drifting on the open sea ; the prahu had 
disappeared, but ton men struggling w ith the weaves, 
were floating on planks and bamboos, at the mercy of 
the elements. 

It is a remarkable fact, but not the less a fact, that 
it really oftentimes appears as if the storm had chosen 
a special object, as if it desired to seize upon and anni- 
hilate some victim, and then, satisfied w ith its day's 
work, forgets its fury and turbulence. The heaviest 
storm is frequently succeeded by a bright and quiet 
sky ; when the lightning has struck some peaceful roof, 
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and wliile the building is blazing and smoking, and 
men stand confounded and trembling at the fearful 
blow, the clouds part, the sun breaks through, and 
shines down from a calm azure sky upon the scene of 
desolation beneath. 

Thus it was in this instance : as if the sea had only 
demanded one small victim, the quivering prahu of 
tlie islanders, ere it returned quiet and contented 
Vithin its ancient bounds, or that the storm was ter- 
rified at the misfortune it had brought on the merrily 
bounding vessel ; at any rate, it forgot its fury with 
equal rapidity. The weaves, it is true, rose for aw})ile 
as high as they had previously dope, for their fury, 
when once aroused, could not be so easily aj)peased ; 
but gradually they became smallei; and weaker, their 
surface was smoothed, and the crew of the poor vessel 
drifted on the bamboo bulwarks, which a comj)as- 
sionate wave had carried within their reach to save 
them from utter destruction. 

But was this any salvation ? Would it not have 
been a thousandfold better for the wave wliich sub- 
merged their vessel to have carried them down at the 
same time, instead of suffering them to perish hero 
slowly and miserably from thirst, hunger, and exhaus- 
tion ? AVas not this dying a thousand deaths, when 
one sudden stroke would have * severed the thread 
which they would now be compelled to watch as 
each fibre parU^d ? ; the poor imman heart hangs 

to existence, and greets that as safety and a blessing 
which may perhapt bring a rescue, while a sudden 
death Lurries it certainly to that gloomy world, 
whence no information has ever been brought back to 
us. So long as one nerve retains its strength and 
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touglinesa, bo long we clutch at the poBsibility of exist- 
ence, and it is conseqtiently a fearful moment when 
the last hope disappears, and the unhappy man com- 
mits himself to fate and death with a gently muttered 

It is past !” 

It was a fearful night ; the clouds parted, when the 
hurricane ceased to impel them, into dense masses ; 
the moon cast her peaceful rays ouvthe heaving sea of 
fire beneath h<m, increasing rather than diminishing thC 
desolation of the surrounding scene, and the unhappy 
men clung to the spars, almost as much fearing as 
lioping for the approaching day. How long would 
they be able to h<'c?p afloat in the heaving sea with 
th eir weakened arms, and what must their fate be 
unless some vessel.came to their assistance? 

!No one knew how fiir they might be from land ; and 
in what a dangerous neighbourhood they were, even 
under the most favourable circumstances, be^een the 
piratical prahus of the entire arclupclago, and tl^^ 
BJivage, merciless tribes of Sumatra, who, besides being 
furit)usly enraged by the constant attacks and oppres- 
sion of the white men, were also accused of being 
cannibals ! It is a sorrowful moment when one is 
swimming on a piece of fragile wood upon the water, 
and only has the prospect of being swallowed by the 
waves, or the almosf equally insatiable shark, or being 
dragged from the water and sold as a slave — perchance 
to be devoured. 

There is land ! ” Frank suddenly shouted, who, 
after the first struggle with the waves was over, gained 
time and strength to look around, and now. clearly 
recognised, even in the flickering uncertain moonlight, 
the high and gloomy mountain range, which rose on 
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the western horizon : his cry attracted the attention of 
Tji-kandi, who was floating close by him, and it could 
not longer be doubted that that was the coast, and at 
the same time that the storm had driven them very far 
westward and close to land, which they would be 
enabled to reacli on the next day. 

Tchuning and two Malays were driven on anotlier^ 
little raft at no great distance from them ; they could 
"liear their answerijig signal, that they liad also dis- 
covered land, and they came up close to them by 
swimming and pushing. jVothiiig could be heard or 
seen of the remainder, and their shouts remained un- 
answ’ered ; but the Chinese stated, that he had sivu 
several persons swimming just after the praliu sank, 
and the approaching daylight might bring them in 
sight. 

The sea was still, as may be imagiiu'd, viTy dis- 
turbed, but ran hollow’, as the sailors say ; and the 
breaking or overpouring of the waves, the most dan- 
gerous for poor shipw'recked nien, had gradually 
ceased, and they drifted straight towards the coast 
w'ith the western current, which always accuiiipauies 
the south-eastern monsoon. 

When day broke in the east, they could clearly trace 
not only the high and jagged inountaiii peaks, but 
also the flat belt of palms which "begirt the high land, 
and a few^ hours would suffice to carry them on shore, 
unless some traitorous shark scented the poor fellows 
and selected a meal from among thcMn. 

Naturally enough their entire attention w’as devoted 
to the . land, and with truly painful excitement they 
observed the features of the mountains that ran dow a 
close to the sea, as well as the palm-trees, in order to 
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be able to calculate their approach to the shore, by 
the objects rising higher before them. No dwellings 
could anywhere be seen ; but they would not have been 
visible from the sea, even if the coast were really inha- 
bited, for the huts of the natives are always hidden. 
But not even rising smoke was to be seen, which 
on almost every coast delights the eye of the stranger 
by the certainty of the existence of human beings 
there. In its dark-green gloomy majesty the desert 
lay outstretched before them, and covered with a green 
impenetrable veil the mysteries which it concealed. 

** A sail ! a sail !” Tchuning shouted at this moment, 
who had accidentally cast a glance seaw^ards, and they 
could plainly distinguish, at no great distance from 
them, the bright, yellow, glistening, matting sail of 
an inland prahu, probably a fishing-boat, which seemed 
to bo running along the coast with a half wind. It 
w’as a rather large boat, writh two masts and grace- 
fully carved bows, and it sailed like an arrovr through 
the still restless sea. 

Frank hardly perceived the sail, ere he hastened to 
climb up on the bamboo spars on which they had 
been lying, in order to give those on board her a 
signal, lost they might sail past without perceiving 
them, Tji-kandi, however, was just in time to pull 
him back, and then shaking his head, be said the 
vessel did not please him at all, and th^ would 
perhaps do better by remaining a couple of hours 
in the water, and then landing, than by letting the 
fellows in the prahu know more about them than they 
did at present. At the same moment, too, Tchuning 
gave them a signal from the other raft to keep quiet, 
and Frank, on attentively examining the strange boat, 
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sa^ with his naked eye, that it was adapted for oars, 
and armed with two swivels in the bow and stem. 
There was not the slightest doubt but that they had 
to do here with one of the common Malay pirate 
boats, which cruise about through the whole archi- 
pelago, and not only plunder everything that falls 
into their clutches by sea, but also land on small, 
badly-guarded islands, and after robbing and burning, 
^arry off men and women into slavery. 

Till now the shipwrecked men had the advantage 
on tlieir side : if they remained quiet, there was a 
po.ssibility, even a probability, that they would not be 
noticed, for the low raft drifting on the water, with 
the dark forms projecting only a few' inches above 
the surface, could hardly be discovered from the deck 
w ithout a good glass. In addition, the pralni was at 
least a mile away from them, and as it had passed 
them, the distance that separated them would be 
every moment increased. 

.AJlah bo praised!” Tji-kandi whispered, looking 
after the vessel, as it rose and fell on the waves.” 1 
should not have liked to go on board as passenger ; 
but stop, what is that ? they cannot see us from that 
distance ? 

“ They’re tacking!” Frank cried at the same mo- 
ment, and, in fact, the vessel fell off from the wind, 
luffed, and the sails were backed. As she flew' round, 
the little party at first fancied that she was going to 
steer her old course. 

‘‘ They must have had a man overboard, to judge 
from their movements,” said Frank. 

Tji-kandi, however, shook his head, and said it 
could not have been any one from their own vessel, 
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for the prahu in tacking had run out of lier coaf^e ; 
“ and I expect we aliall have them here,” he added, 
in a by no means joyful tone. 

“ They’re running their old course again,” one of 
the Malays on Tchuning’s raft shouted. 

“ Kaya,” said the Chinese, in his broad, singing 
tone, “ it ’s not true ; they’re tacking again, and the 
next will bring them to pay us a visit.” 

Jiut they cannot have seen us !” cried Frank. 

“ It ’s nut necessary,” growled the Cliiiiese ; 
“they’ve picked up one of the others, and learned 
that ])robably some more of us are Hoating about ; so, 
out of pure humanity, they are coming to pick us up.” 

“ IVrliaps they’ll miss us though, if we keep very 
ijuiet,” said Frank ; but Tji-kaudi shook his head dis- 
trustfully, and it was soon seen that he was in the 
riglit. After a couple more tacks, in which the strange 
vessel had come mther close to them, her deck was 
crowded with men, and she was steered directly 
li>ward tluMii. A few moments later, the prahu stopped 
close by tliem, and there was a confus(‘d mi'dlev of 
sliouts and oatlis, ropes thrown out, and dragging on 
boi^rd the poor shipwrecked incu, who felt their eak- 
ness only too perci‘[>tihly, when they attempted to 
give their bodies a dill’ertmt moveiueiit. 

But tlie prahu had drawn so near hind witli tlie 
raft, in the meanwhile, that they were forci?d to make 
every possible exertion to get oil’ again ; and it was 
only when the strangers had placed a safe distance 
betwecMi themselves and the threatening reefs — for 
the oars could not be used in such a rough sea — that 
they paid any atteatiou to the persons they had 
ttuved. 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

WHAX THE CREW OF THE PRAHU DID WITH OUR 
FRIENDS. — THE PIRATICAL VESSELS OF TUB 
EASTEUK ARCHIPELAOO. 

Treatment on board the pirate. A canoe alongside. Tlie 
prisoners are brought on deck. Magnificent scenery. Tlie 
pirate fleet. The Dyak chieftains. Their war prahiis. 
Elegantly carved guns. Onr friends are bought and sold. 
Removal to another vessel. Prosf>ecta of escafie. 

Our friends, however, very speedily discovered what 
they had to expect from their new coinpaaions. Half 
perished from hunger and thirst, they naturally gave 
them in the first instance some rice to eat and a 
draught of fresh water. The hurried manoeuvres on 
board the prahu allowed none of the strangers time 
to trouble themselves about their guests; but they 
had scarcely got off land, so that they could be 
enabled to steer their old course, before tlie prisoners — 
for such they soon learned to regard themselves — 
were bound and carried down into^the hold, or rather 
“ between decks,” where they were laid between the 
rowing seats, in such a manner that only two could 
converse together. At first sentries were placed over 
them, but these appeared not to be very attentive, for 
flight or resistance could not be anticipated from 
unarmed men — they might just as well have let them 
go about at liberty. 

The only thing they could observe below, was the 
o 
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course the vessel held, namely, northwards up ‘the 
coast ; but whither they were being taken was a 
riddle which was difficult to solve, and roused anxious 
fears, for the inhabitants of the coast of Sumatra stood 
in evil report, perhaps worse than they really deserved. 
Tji-kandi, who was lying close behind Frank, said in 
in a whisper he hoped at least that they w^oiild be sold 
as slaves, for they would scarcely produce the same 
amount if sold by butcher’s w eight, at per stone. 

Holding a northerly course, they must pass their 
former place of destination, the island of Bangka, and, 
in fact, they ran through Bangka straits, being tolerably 
secure of meeting no ship of w^ar cruising against the 
wind in this monsoon. The prisoners, however, saw 
nothing of ilic land close by w'hich they sailed, and the 
pirates kept all day under the coast of Sumatra, 
passed Palembang during the night, and were well 
out to sea on the following morning. 

In vain Frank now desired to speak with tlie master 
of the ship, whom he possibly hoped to be able to 
terrify by menaces ; tlie Dyak — for the prahu in reality 
belonged to Borneo, and was only on a cruise, ere it 
returned with the north-west monsoon, heavily laden, 
to its native shores — would not enter into any discus- 
sion, and for four long days they saw* no one but the 
sentry placed over them, who, how’ever, did not 
exchange a word with them, and the few^* Malays, who 
were ordered to bring them their provisions. 

On the fifth day they heard another vessel hailed 
from the deck, and soon after a canoe came alongside. 
In on hour several Dyaks came dowm to them, and for 
the first time, they were .unbound and led on deck. 
Frank now had an opportunity of counting them, and 
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found only two were missing, the captain and one of 
the Malays. 

Mournfully the poor fellows went on deck, for they 
justly apprehended that now* a decisive change in 
their destiny would probably entail something worse 
for them than captivity, in which they still enter- 
tained a hope of being found and released by some 
European ship. But, when once landed, and probably 
dragged by their new masters into the int(Tior, w hat 
prospect w ould they have of escaping, or r('turiiing to 
their home ? Might they not, besid(‘s, be destined to 
send up a sweet savour into the nostrils of some pagan 
-horrible image! — or worse still, of being criticised 
by their masters after death, as to whether their llesh 
was tender or tough ? • 

All these thoughts, however interesting they must 
he for the acting personages of this little drama, were 
dispersed, at least as far as Frank was concerned, 
directly he reached the deck, and found himself close 
under the palm-clad, finely-wooded, magnificent coast 
of the immense island of Sumatra. 

The prahu was riding at anchor, and scarce five 
hundred paces from them rose a tremendous acclivity, 
surmounted by a tall, jagged, irregular crater, from 
whose yawning cavity the thick, .dense smoke rose 
toward the sky. 

But though his first glance was directed to the 
really magnificent scenery that surrounded him, still 
his attention was soon drawn to the sea, and the busy 
life going on upon it ; for around them tossed and 
swam a multitude of smaller and larger prahus and 
canoes, and light sailing-boats glided in and out 
between them, fruit boats came from the shore, 
o 2 
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heavily laden, probably to get the vessels ready for a 
more lengthened voyage ; and as far as his eye could 
see on the horizon, Frank observed several small sails, 
as it seemed, stationed as sentinels, in case a strange 
vessel approached, or the black smoke of a distant 
steamer, their moat dangerous enemy, became visible 
on the horizon. 

It was only too evident that they were at anchor 
here in the centre of one of those numerous piratical 
fleets which, even at the present day, and despite all 
the cruisers and steamers stationed there, traverse the 
island-dotted archipelago, and plunder and devastate 
the coasts with their savage, bloodthirsty hordes. A 
quantity of chieftains from the various coasts, who 
possessed no teititory — among them Arab cliiefs 
who carry war into every country — formed them- 
selves into little fleets, to whom the thousand 
secret bays and straits of the archipelago afforded 
shelter, as soon as they needed it, and whence they 
set out again with renewed strength and new thirst 
for plunder, as soon as any threatening danger was 
past, or the monsoon, which favoured them so much, 
had set in. 

The pirates did not regard their life and behaviour 
as dishonouring ; .like the old Yikinger, several great 
piratical princes cruised about, collected tribute where 
it was paid voluntarily, desolated with fire and sword 
all who opposed them, and swept the sea of all the 
peaceable traders who came within their reach. But 
more sanguinary than ever any robbers on land, those 
pirate ships have always demanded, and demand, 
a far greater expenditure of human life : too easy an 
oppoHunity is afforded them on the water, not only 
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to render their victims innocuous for the moment, but 
also to save themselves any troublesome witnesses at a 
later date, and a cast into the watery depths appears 
to them an easy murder. The sea destroys all traces 
momentarily, while the murderer on land can ever 
see in the blood he has shed, or the corpse he has 
buried, an accuser rise up against him ; but the pirate’^ 
prahu gently glides with swelling sails over the spot 
which was the witness of the horrors, and swallowed 
up the victims. 

The pirates of Mindanao, one of the Philippines, 
are the most notorious ; their ships are known and 
feared on almost every coast, and their deeds ionn the 
subject of countless ballads and songs through tlio 
whole of the archipelago. • 

These vessels were by no means built only to harass 
Indian prahus, and wage war with little fishing-boats ; 
they were even dangerous to European merchant ves- 
sels, attacked every ship that came in their way, and 
was not known to be a man-of-war ; indeed, recently 
they even attacked an American cruiser, and pressed 
it so close, that the captain could scarcely drive off the 
multitude of prahus that beset him, and was very 
glad to escape from such hot quarters with a favour- 
able breeze. 

The large war prahus are very sharp, both at the 
bow and stem, and lie flat on the water, but arc of 
such a length, some of them nearly ninety feet, that 
the vessel really appears narrow. In some of these 
prahus there are double rowing-benches, with as many 
as a hundred slaves, who, however, take part in the 
contest only in extreme cases. These boats carry 
special warriors to board vessels, selected from their 
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bravest tribes, thirty, forty, sometimes sixty or eighty 
in number. 

Many of the prahus are provided with a bulwark 
on tlie bows, which a common, not too heavy cannon- 
ball cannot penetrate ; and others have given this a 
peculiar but so appropriate form, that balls cannot 
strike them full, but glance over on either side. This, 
however, only helps the prahu, as long as sft rows or 
sails stem on towards the hostile vessel, but it is not 
possible to render the sides of the vessel bullet-proof, 
as the long oars must have full play. Besides a few 
carronades, generally six-pounders — but sometimes 
tweuty-pounderSy the latter of which are fixed in the 
bows, where there is a narrow port-hole through the 
bulwark, — their principal offensive arm is the swivel, 
of w'hich they generally carry several, and manoeuvre 
excellently. These guns are generally made of bra.ss, 
and are of splendid manufacture ; many ef them with 
the stamps of European foundries, for these vessels 
have been plundering the ships of all sea-going nations 
for cent iiries, and have obtained tribute from nearly 
every country. 

The regular war prahus have no fixed mast, but 
only a species of easily-raised bamboo post, on which 
a gigantic sail projecting far overboard is hoisted, and 
sends the vessel along at a tremendous speed. Their 
bows are generally adorned with fluttefing flags, or 
strips of the bleached leaves of the palmetto palm, 
and they look most romantic, w'ith their heavily-armed 
warriors on deck. 

But we must not forget our friends too long ; they 
now saw another prahu, considerably smaller than 
their owm, steering directly towards them, and evi- 
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denlly coming alongside. Signals were exchanged 
between the two crews ; the JVfalays of Mindanao 
conversed in very lively terms together, and, as it 
seemed, about their prisoners, but the language was 
strange to them ; they could not understand a word 
of them, iiu(\ though they listened attentively to the 
strange sounds, they sank back, deceived and despond- 
ing, into their old position. 

But the Mindanao dialect was not unfamiliar to all 
of them ; Tchuning, as it was soon proved, had un- 
derstood more of it than any of their present masters 
could expect, and drawing gently, and as if acci- 
dentally, to Frank’s sid^j, he whispered to him that 
th('y were going to be put on board the approaching 
prahii, t*arried some distance up tlie coast to a settle- 
ment of the Sumatrans, and probably be sold there. 

Any H'sistance was of course impossible ; the Malays 
had not, it is true, taken the trouble to bind them again, 
but surrounded as they were by a countless swarm of 
hostile prahus, what could they have effected against 
Jiumbers ? There was nothing left then but to yie‘ld, 
and wait for some more favourable moment which 
might perhaps present itself. If anything really 
dangerous to their life was designed, both Frank and 
the Chinese were firmly determined not to let them- 
selves be led like lambs to the slaughter. 

The smaller prahu now' came alongside, ropes were 
thrown out, to fasten them together bow and stern, 
and a bartering was commenced, as it seemed, to esti- 
mate the value of the prisoners against a quantity of 
other objects, among w'hieh gold-dust could be seen. 
At length, they came to an agreement, and it was 
only about the Chinese that they could not settle 
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matters. The pirates demanded more than the Suma- 
trans would give, for this prahu appeared to be a 
coaster, and a species of merry barter m as now carried 
on for the poor wretch, during which one of the chief- 
tains repeatedly took his pigtail in his hand and drew 
attention to its length, and his people on each occa- 
sion broke out into a noisy burst of laughter. 

Tchuning cast a timid glance around ; he was not 
at all pleiised at one of the Sumatrans taking him by 
the shoulder, and feeling his ribs and arms. Tchuning 
was a fat fellow, and he and Tji-kaiidi seemed to have 
fetched the best prices. At length, they had agreed 
even about him, the shipwrecked men were compelled 
to go into the other prahu, and all were permitted to 
go about at liberty, with the exception of the Chinese 
and Tji-kandi, who were put into a small railed-off 
place. Tchuning sighed, not without reason, into his 
companion’s ear, “ he entertained very * strong sus- 
picions that they were only kept apart to feed them 
up a little, and employ them on some extraordinary 
festivity, as a rare delicacy.” Tji-kandi’s brow was 
bathed with perspiration, and he prayed to Allah fer- 
vently to defer this festivity for at least four weeks, 
when he w’ould have grown so thin from terror and 
care, that he would not be fit either for roasting or 
boiling. 

To their astonishment they saw, too, that the prahu 
was not going to land in the neighbourhood of the 
fleet ; they were steering straight out to sea, not to be 
impeded by the south-easter, and appeared to be 
keeping a northerly course, when towards evening a 
sail, which certainly belonged to an European ship, 
liecame visible to windward. The prahu probably did 
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not like to cross her track, for she fell off from the 
wind iramediatelj and drew nearer to the coast, until 
the sail, which kept its course, probably for Singapore, 
had disappeared a few hours later on the horizon. 

Tlien evening drew on, and Frank had, in the mean- 
while, made himself acquainted with the condition of 
the prahu, and the number of the crew, as far as he 
could. Tliey were tall and powerful fellows, these sons 
of torrid Sumatra, and well armed, each with his khris 
or dagger at his side, even during the most peaceful 
occupations of the day. The chief armoury was in the 
cabin, and Frank was very glad to receive a summons 
from the captfiin to come down there, and Udl him 
where they came from, whither they were bound, and 
the circumstances of the shipwresk, which the Min- 
danao pirates had informed him of. Frank, however, 
spoke IMalay too imperfectly to be able to e.xplain all 
this to him to his satisfaction, and was again sent up 
on deck with great harshness, while Tji-kandi was 
ordered to take his place, and kept on talking for 
nearly an hour and a half. 

When Tji-kandi returned on deck and was carried 
back to his pen, Frank tried to steal to his side and 
hear his opinion about the possibility of their libera- 
tion, but the Malay was much top cautious to expose 
himself heedlessly to the risk of a discovery, and only 
whispered to Frank hurriedly and secretly, to get hold 
of a knife, if he possibly could, so that he could work 
his way out of his bamboo pen at evening, and have 
the Malays in readiness for a cou]^ de main. 

This was a ticklish commission; every weapon, 
even the smallest knife, had been taken from them, 
and if he were detected, their whole plan might be 
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frustrated by the greater vigilance of their foes. 
Besides, the next moniing would probably bring them 
into the vicinity of a larger fleet, when every attempt 
to regain their liberty would be utter madness. 

Fortunately, the breeze held on, and they were not 
compelled to take to the oars. The vessel glided 
quickly and lightly over the slightly heaving sea, and 
the prisoners, with the exception of Tehuning and 
Tji-kandi, were generally left to their own devices. 
Thus the young man succeeded at last in taking a 
knife from the cook’s galley, and handing it to the 
prisoner, and one of the Malays to whom he had told 
his design danced* close before the cabin one of their 
Javan national dances, in order to attract tlio atten- 
tion of the idling sailors. 

The approacli of twilight collected the whole crew 
on the deck of the little vessel, while a battle-plan w as 
drawn up between Tji-kandi and one of the other 
prisoners, which would bring them either liberty or 
death on that very evening ; and the fear which the 
Malays especially entertained of being eaten, and the 
preceding preliminaries of roasting or baking, was of 
no little service in c-\citing their not superabundant 
courage to a desperate determination. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

HOW THE MALAYS EXECUTED A WAR-DANCE, AND 
HOW THEY ENDED IT. — THE LANDING. 

Tlie war-dancc, and its execution. The unexpected termination. 
• Frank defends the cabin. A fight with a Malay. A fortu- 
nate rcHc^ue. Destruction of the whole crow. I’he prahu 
runs asliure. Landing pruvisious. A stockade is built. 

Two of tho Javanese Malays were in fact excellent 
dancers, and enchained the attention of tlieir new' 
masters to such a degree, that they pressed round 
them in a dense circle, and testified their approbation 
by loud exclamations of pleasure. 

One of the ^Malays, a young fellow of scarce more 
than sixteen years of age, had disguised himself as a 
girl, by the assistance of his sarong and by removing 
his head-cloth ; and the other, a very tall, muscular 
fellow, from the Thousand Islands, who had been mate 
on board the prahu, and held a certain rank, supported 
him with such savage grace and energy, that tlie de- 
light of the spectators was incessant. H is name was 
Pulo Pulo, called so from the word pulo, meaning an 
island, as a reference to the place of his birth. 

The captain of the prahu at last requested to see 
one of their real war-dances, which are being gradu- 
ally forgotten in Java, and the last dancer, gladly 
acquiescing in the wish, selected three others — and 
those the strongest of his comrades — to represent 
their fatherland, as he said, worthily in the eyes of the 
inhabitants of Sumatra. 
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But, as they wanted a considerable space, they 
foniied a circle as large as the deck allowed, and in 
this manner divided their jailors, who had, in fact, 
only eyes for the dance just commenced. 

Two and two, the Malays, now took their places 
opposite each otlier, and at first to the sound of a 
small, strangely-shaped drum, belonging to the cook, 
they commenced the introduction, that began with a 
friendly dance, in which a quarrel gradually broke out:, 
and degenerated into a regular fight. The young 
Malay, dressed as a girl, formed the centre of the 
dancing-band with a species of pantomine, in which 
the four dancers behaved like so many lovers, and 
finally, while the savage fair one escaped from their 
power, they commenced a fight of two against two in 
wild jealousy. 

The introduction was executed with that bold but 
still natural grace, which characterises all such natural 
dancers, let their movements appear ever so strange, 
and apparently unnatural ; the dancing-girl, now 
attired os a Bayadere, with glistening gold pieces in 
her hair (the probable result of some successful foray) 
which the captain had lent her, danced in the centre 
of the four men, first with one, then wuth the other ; 
and whenever she appeared to favour one especially, 
the others gave way to menacing movements, as if 
they were about to engage in deadly conflict. But 
the disguised maid never allow^ed it to go so far, she 
BO rapidly changed her favoured lover ; and the spec- 
tators shouted with delight at the masterly executed 
transition from jealousy to triumph, and from tri- 
umph to the deceived hopes of the dancer. 

The moon rose and cast her mild light upon the 



AN UNEXPECTED TEBMINATION. 205 

motley and picturesquely grouped band. On the top 
of the light bamboo roof of the cabin, with his straw 
cigar in his mouth, reclined the captain of the little 
vessel, looking down at the dance beneath him ; and 
close before him, so that he could just see over their 
Imads, stood six or seven of his people; while the 
others, perliaps fifteen or sixteen in number, enclosed 
the dancers on the other side. 

rraiik, with the rest of his companions, was among 
the spectators, and only the steerer was excluded from 
the enjoyinent of the spectacle. Their course lay 
again from north to east, and as near to the land as 
they could venture, in consequenco ^f the possibility 
of a storm rising. Still they could clearly trace the 
dark coast on the lee, in the •moonlight, which 
stretched out to the west of them like a long, dark 
wall. 

The dance had in the meanwhile become more wild 
and animated ; and Pulo Pulo called to one of the 
Sumatrans to give them two liandspikes and two 
lances, to represent the different parties. Nearly 
everybody hurried to meet their wishes ; and a few 
minutes later, the four Malays were standing opposite 
to each other in a war-dance, w'hich they commenced 
by bending over first to the right, then to the left w ith 
upraised weapons, os if trying to find some uncovered 
place on their opponent’s person. The pretended girl 
was still standing in the middle, and seemed to be 
timidly escaping the threatening weapons of both par- 
ties. The couples menaced one another still more 
furiously ; their movements grew more and more vio- 
lent ; until Pulo Pulo went close past the disguised 
lad and whispered a few words in his ear. 
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The pretended girl glided away, and among the spec- 
tators, who laughingly made room for her ; but at the 
same moment the young fellow rose to his full height, 
tore the khris from the belt of one of tlie bystanders, 
and drove it into his aide, while the captain, whom Pulo 
Pulo struck furiously across the temples with a hand- 
spike, fell back senseless and let his head hang over the 
deck. 

The moment was ruinous for the former owners of 
the prahu : before they could rightly comprehend 
what was going on, and how the sports of their slaves 
had been converted into such fearful earnestness, the 
heavy handspikoc of Pulo Pulo and his comrade 
crashed on their skulls, and the lances they had them- 
selves furnished drank their w'arm heart-blood. Three 
succeeded in escaping to the quarter-deck, where the 
mate joined them ; another portion found safety in 
the bows ; but here Tji-kandi and Tchuning, who had 
also found a couple of lances, threw themselves upon 
them and dispersed them, for they were quite con- 
founded, and did not really know how’ many foes they 
had to contend with. 

Frank Inmsclf had taken an active part in the con- 
test, for, tearing a khris from one of the first who fell, 
ho boldly attacked a gigantic Sumatran warrior, who 
was just aiming a deadly blow at Pulo Pulo. His 
weapon passed beneath his upraised arm into his 
chest, and the man fell dead on the deck. Then, how- 
ever, being well aware how necessary it was to take 
possession of the cabin, where the whole of the arms 
w^ere kept, he sprang down the light bamboo ladder, 
and arrived just in time to prevent the enemy from 
entering by one of the hind windows or port-holes. 
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The 'three fugitives, namely, whom the mate had 
joined, hardly perceived how matters were on deck, 
tliaii their first thouglit was naturally to gain the cabin, 
and tlien, with the fire-arms in their power, to bring 
--the victory speedily on their aide, for till then not a 
single shot had been fired ; but Frank scarcely per- 
ceived the body of the first obscuring the port-hole, 
than he seized one of the lances arranged against tlie 
n*all, and ran the enemy through with it. A fall into 
the water announced his victory directly after ; but, 
at the same moment, another Sumatran attempted to 
enter by the h'ft hand port-hole, though in vain, for 
he was transfixed by the lance ; while anotlier dark 
form sprang through the right haiuf-port, and would 
probably have killed Frank, had not Tji-kandi and 
Tchuning, equally well aware of the importance of the 
place, readied the cabin just at the right time to pro- 
. tect the young European from the raging Sumatran, 
and render the latter innocuous. Tran.slixed by the 
lances of both, the last two enemies were destroyed, 
and tearing the guns from the wall, the three sprung 
again on deck, in order to end the contest raging 
there. 

They were hardly w’anted — the surprise seemed to 
have been complete ; the Sumatrans, deprived of their 
leader by the first blow, thought ho more of gaining 
tlie victory, but rather of saving their own lives. 

The two last of the entire crew had taken refuge 
on the little mast or pole, on which the broad matting 
sail was hoisted, and defended themselves here with 
the most desperate fury against their foes, w’ho tried 
to stab with their lances. 

Tji-kandi and Tchuning ran quickly with their 
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guns toward them : but Frank scarcely perceived-their 
intention when he threw himself in their way, and 
begged them to spare the lives of the two unfortunate 
wretches. 

Let them live !’* he cried, and moved the barrels 
of their guns on one side, which they had already 
pointed at their victims ; “ they can do us no more 
harm.** 

“ But they can betray us!** shouted the gigantic 
Pulo Pulo, who sprang up furiously, covered with 
blood and perspiration, and hurled the young man on 
one side; “ down with them!** he thundered at the 
same time to thp two gunners, and taking the third 
musket from the hands of the G-erman, the three 
shots cracked siirvultaneously, and the unhappy men 
fell down from their eminence on deck, and were 
thrown overboard without further delay by the 
natives. 

They were free, though it had been purchased by 
a terrible amount of blood ; and so utter must have 
been the surprise of the Sumatrans, who fancied them- 
selves perfectly secure, that only two of the Malays 
had been killed and three slightly wounded. Among 
the dead was the young lad who had played the part 
of the girl in the dance, and had struck the first blow 
at the heart of an enemy: he lay with a gaping 
wound in his chest, and the gold ornauTents still in 
his hair ; and the friends had collected round him, to 
see whether any life was left in him, when, suddenly, 
a violent blow shook the little vessel to its keel, and 
the Malays, now forgetting all else, turned their entire 
attention to the vessel itself. 

The latter, namely, so long as the fight lasted, had 
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been -utterly neglected, with not even a man at the 
tiller, had drifted nearer and nearer to the lee coast, 
and now struck on a bank of coral or rock, from 
which, however, it was again liberated by a few 
minutes of violent stamping, and brought into deeper 
water. The Malays, though so weak in numbers, went 
seriously to work to set their newly-acquired vessel 
in order, and get it under sail : Frank proceeded to the 
tiller, and the others hoisted the huge matting sail 
right in the wind, in order to get off the coast. They 
were going to stand straight out to sea, and gain the 
track of vessels running between Java and Singapore, 
in order that they might not fall into the hands of 
pirates again, and perhaps be compelled to account for 
their possession of the prahu. 

They soon brought the graceful vessel on the other 
bow, but Tji-kandi, who had not been pleased by the 
• blow on the rock, climbed down into the hqld, and 
speedily found his worst suspicious confirmed. There 
were more than three feet of w^ater in it ; and though 
he immediately sprung on deck again, and called the 
crew to bale out, they soon saw that they would not 
be able to keep the severely injured prahu long above 
water. At any rate they did not dare to go further 
out to sea, where it was always a matter of uncer- 
tainty about finding a ship ; and, turning the bow once 
again toward land, their only hope lay in reaching 
it, — shipwrecked a second time, — ^before the leaking 
prahu sank under them. 

The wind was fortunately favourable for them ; they 
sailed quickly up to the coast luider a fresh breeze ; 

' but spite of their incessant baling, the prahu grew 
gradually heavier in the water. When they at length 
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saw the dark strip of land so close before them- that 
they could recognise the jagged outline of the forest 
on the nearest slopes, fortunately for them the how of 
the prahu ran dead on a sand-bank : the vessel wore 
round before the wind, then heeled over to leewards,^ 
while the slight materials of which her upper works 
were composed, as well as the steep sand-bank, pre- 
vented her from sinking to the bottom. 

Their distance from the coast could not be very 
great, but they could not undertake anything before 
daybreak ; they had no occasion either to fear that tliey 
would float again ; the hull was not only too full ot 
water, but they soon found that the ebb set in toward 
morning, and carried them still more firmly on to the 
firm sand. Their life, therefore, was secured as far as 
the sea was concerned, and their only care would now 
be to carry on shore as much as possible of the pro- 
visions, as they of course did not know how they 
would be received and treated by the dwellers on the 
coast. 

Thus day slowly arrived, and when the gloomy mist- 
veils, which had lain on the water during the last 
hour before morning, gradually cleared away, the 
thickly w ooded hospitable coast lay extended only a 
few hundred paces before them, and seemed to stretch 
out its arms to reebive them, for they had drifted into 
a little sandy bay, in which the w’ater fell* so consider- 
ably that they were enabled to wade on land by sun- 
set. 

The time was employed by them quickly enough, 
and, after a short council of w’ar, all armed themselves 
to the teeth and started for land, laden with all the 
provisions they could carry. They, however, ap- 
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proached the coast with extreme caution, for they 
could not be aware whether an enemy might not 
oppose their landing, or an ambush threaten their 
lives as soon as they set foot on dry land. 

But it did not appear so : no enemy was to be seen ; 
there was not even smoke visible along the whole 
coast range, as probably just at this spot the low 
depth of water had prevented the natives from settling; 
and unattacked, unimpeded, they reached land after a 
sharp but short march. Rendered confident by this, 
when they had placed everything in safety which 
they had brought on shore, they determined on re- 
turning once again to the wreck to save a second load ; 
they therefore hid their weapons carefully in the 
bushes, and carried on shore during the course of the 
forenoon nearly all the guns, with a considerable quan- 
tity of ammunition and rice, at least enough to support 
them for a month. 

The flood-tide ‘ interrupted their labours, for tlie 
water became too deep, and there was no canoe on 
board by which they could maintain the communica- 
tion with the land. 

But what to do now ? Seek a tribe of the natives, 
and yield themselves unconditionally to them, or 
march up and down the coast in an armed band, until 
they reached a port and found b}^ chance some Euro- 
pean vessel of war, or perchance a peaceful European 
trader — both were equally dangerous. Pulo Pulo, 
who seemed to be acquainted with the dwellers on 
this coast, advised them, simply to throw up a 
little earthwork at this spot, which did not appear 
to be frequently visited by the natives, and then to 
set to work building a small boat or canoe, which 

p 2 
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would not occupy them a week, as they could fetch 
their implements at the next ebb from the wreck. 
But then there would be no other choice left them 
than to stand out to sea as quickly as possible, and 
gain the track of European vessels, many of which 
would arrive during the prevalence of this monsoon, 
or at least to get out of reach of the Sumatrans, from 
whom he appeared to anticipate an unpleasant inter- 
ruption and still worse treatment. 

After a long discussion it was at last found that 
Pulo Pulo’s advice was certainly the best, and in 
order to employ the flood-tide as well as possible, they 
went to work to find a favourable spot for the camp, 
in whose vicinity it was requisite that a couple of 
suitable trees should be standing, to dig out a double 
canoe without being exposed to the danger of being 
attacked while at work by a hostile tribe, and be cut 
off from their encampment. 

Both those objects were found at no great distance 
from the banks of a small stream, which rustled mer- 
rily through a dense thicket of magnificent fruit-trees 
and palms. Here, too, were several trees excellently 
suited for the purpose, which they could fell, and 
employ in arranging their camp; and they impa- 
tiently awaited the next ebb-tide to fetch all they 
required for the execution of their plan, and then set 
to work without further delay. 

Portunately, the weather remained calm, and, swim- 
ming ashore before the water had fallen to the lowest 
mark, they set to work diligently in composing a 
small raft of the upper bamboo spars, on which they 
could arrange all they intended to take on shore at 
once, and thus easily land it. 
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Here, however, Frank persuaded them to take the 
little swivel, fastened in the bows of the prahu, with 
them, which might do them excellent service eventu- 
ally ; and although Pulo Pulo, who had assumed the 
supreme command, did not seem to have much incli- 
nation, he at least yielded, and allowed them to put 
it on the raft with .the requisite ammunition, which 
brought it quite down to the water’s edge. They 
carried it safely ashore, and then returned on board ' 
for another cargo. But it had grown so late, that 
the water began to rise again before they reached 
the wreck the second time ; still they could load their 
little raft quietly, and then push it on shore by 
swimming behind it, which they effected before night- 
fall. 

And it was high time too, for just at midnight the 
wind rose to a gale ; it howled over the sea in wild 
fury, and the crested waves rose with irresistible 
force, and drove the drizzling foam up to the 
summit of the cocoa-palms, so that the clear salt 
water poured down their graceful trunks. 

But it was so far fortunate for the shipwrecked men, 
that the wreck parted at the first outburst of the 
storm, and the fragments were washed ashore among 
the mangroves and other bushes that covered the coast ; 
it would, therefore, be impossible for them to be disco- 
vered by means of the wreck, and arms and provisions 
once in security, they began on the next morning to 
build and fortify their encampment with their united 
strength. 

In -the first place, they felled the two trees standing 
only a few paces apart, which they intended to use 
for their canoes, and then began to erect the pali- 
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sades of the fort around them, bo that the trunks, upon 
which they would have to work, were within the 
encampment. They then cleared the forest as far as 
they were able, in order not to be easily surprised 
by an hostile attack, and formed out of the trunks 
they thus obtained a species of palisade fence, behind 
which they could await in perfect safety the attack of 
any superior numbers. The inner space was pur- 
posely rendered as narrow as possible, in order that 
they "might not have a long line of palisade to defend, 
but the little stream was contained wdthin it, so that 
they might not suffer from a want of water, in case 
they were invested. 

After all this had been arranged, and the swivel 
ready for immediate use on a roughly nailed framework, 
they set to work at building a little cabin for them- 
selves, which they covered with banana and pandanus 
leaves, and then employed the next day in collecting 
and storing every variety of fruit which grew in the 
neighbourhood. 
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CIIAPTEE XXI. 

now OUR FRIENDS WERE SURPRISED BY A NATIVE, 
WHOSE VISIT THEY WERE NOT AT ALL PREPARED 
FOR. 

• Tropical scenery. Clearing the jungle. Fruit gathering. Tlu 
tiger’s visit. Habits of the animal. Death of a Malay, 
A trap for the t%er. Frank up a tree. 

There is a peculiar charm in tropical scenery ; and just 
as in our home beeches and oaks represent northern 
vegetation, and the dense masses of pine cast their 
gloomy shadows over the wide mountain slopes, so 
palms and waringhi are the characteristics of the torrid 
zone, and the broad-leaved bananas or pisangs, with the 
tough and creeping plants, and the broad glistening 
leaves of the remaining vegetation, announce, by their 
peculiar trembling rustling, the strange, extraordinary 
world around, and fill the heart of the north man with a 
mysterious, holy awe, and deep reverence. 

The Malays regarded the surrounding scenery with 
all possible indifference — it was something which they 
saw daily around them in their own home, and they 
found nothing extraordinary ih it. Frank, on the 
other hand, though he had wandered over the beau- 
tiful Java, had never yet seen the forest in such 
savage and magnificent beauty, and really revelled in 
the enjoyment of this splendour. 

At the spot on which they had formed their 
encampment, the klewongs of the natives had caused 
great destruction in the jungle, as their axes had done 
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among the trees ; but hardly fifty paces off, the wilder- 
ness in all its glory surrounded them, and the dense 
undergrowth of wild coffee-trees, and countless other 
flowering and fruit trees, lay like a green sea on the 
hill side, above which the graceful stems of the cocoa, 
aren, cabbage, and areka palms rose. Through the centre 
of them the little lively stream rattled, over coloured, 
glistening pebbles, and in the actual forest the sun 
^ could find but a few little spots through which to 
steal, and gaze on its children, the fragrant flowers 
beneath — and yet they all raised their tiny heads 
towards the luminary, and had so gladly enticed it dow'n 
to them through the closely interlaced and envious 
branches. 

Only a single tree was left standing in this encamp- 
ment, a splendid variety of the acacia, which bears a 
blood-red berry, the saga hagve. It stretched its 
boughs far over the little square, affording- the poor 
shipwrecked mariners shade against the hot sun- 
beams, which otherwise would have revenged them- 
selves fearfully here for what they lost in the adjoining 
dense forest. 

Out of the fan-like leaves of the cocoa-palm the 
Malays contrived to make famous baskets, and with 
these they had been busily engaged the w’hole day in 
collecting the over-ripe mangistan and yambos, ram- 
boutans, and yanghaa ; and, above all, a large stock of 
cocoa-nuts. Tchuning, who undertook the duties of 
a cook again, had ordered a small cellar, or rather hole, 
in the ground to be dug to keep them fresh ; and 
Frank proposed, w’hOe the others were collecting 
fruit, to make an attempt to penetrate into the forest, 
and kill some game, that they might once again 
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regale themselves witli fresh meat, for which they 
were all longing. 

But Tji-kandi urgently dissuaded him, and would 
not consent to his going on any account, as he Vas 
ignorant of the dangers that would menace him alone 
in such a wilderness ; but when he saw that young 
headstrong persisted in his design, he requested, at 
least, to accompany him. But even tliis Frank would 
not consent to : one man made noise enough in the 
thicket to scare the game, and so render success 
impossible. 

So, shouldering his gun, and with one of the com- 
mon long knives at his side, he left the encampment 
toward evening, and stopped for a little with Pulo 
Pulo and another Malay, the former of whom had 
mounted a cocoa-tree to throw down the ripest nuts, 
while the other was shaking a young mangistan-tree, 
and. collecting the splendid fruit that descended in a 
shower. 

He was still standing and gossiping with them, 
when he fancied he heard a noise in a bush at no great 
distance from them — he listened, but all was again 
quiet; and the Malay by his side declared he had 
heard nothing, but left off shaking for a little while, 
to see whether the noise would be renewed. All was 
perfectly silent ; and Frank no^ crawled in the direc- 
tion of the bush, in the hope of coming up with some 
timid animal, which the sound of human voices' had 
driven from their neighbourhood. 

But the forest was so tremendously dense just at 
Jbhis.spot, that the young German could only advance 
step by step, fearing to make too much noise with 
chopping and breaking the branches. In vain he 
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att(‘inptcd to disoovcT a fresh trail on the soft groinul, 
which was so covered with moss and leaves, that even 
an unpractised eye could plainly distinguish the marks 
of any larger animal, though lie might not be able to 
decide what description of beast they belonged to. 

Several bushes had, in fact, been trodden down 
here, and the moss at the foot of a broad-houghed 
dadap (ispecially betrayed the lately-imprinted foot- 
marks of some largo animal, and Frank was just 
Htooi>ing down to examine them, when a shriek in the 
direction he had just come from reached his ear, and 
mad(' him start up hurriedly. The cry was imme- 
diately re-echoed by another, which seemed to come 
out of the air ; it was evident that something terrible 
had happened. 

Ho was not long in doubt on the subject ; just as 
he rt'ached the s])ot wdu're the nearly-filled fruit- 
baskets were standing, he saw an inimensc* tiger dis- 
appear in a thicket of wild coffee-bushes, bearing one 
of the ]\lalays on its back, but as little impeded by 
ttaj^urdeii as it were a child ; and though he instantly 
raised bis rifle to his shoulder, he did not dare to fire, 
througli fear of hitting the man. 

“3Iatjan!” Pulo Pulo shouted at the same time, 
as he slidod down the cocoa-palm, “ shoot him ! shoot 
him!’* 

But Frank required no further encouragement ; and 
with his gun raised, he walked boldly into the ojieiiing 
through which the boast had just disappeared with its 
victim, and he could distinctly hear the bushes 
trampled down just in front of him. The tige^' — 
although the strength of this animal is really extra- 
ordinary, for its immense paws seem to consist, iu 
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i'aci, of notliin^ but muscle and sinew — bad bt'rn, 
liowcver, liiiidered by the lliicket, iind bad not bet'ii 
able to escape so rapidly with its prey, but that Frank 
coiild get again into gun-sbot, and now d(‘terniineil on 
making an attempt at least; be raised tbe gun, and 
fired direidly at tlie body of tlio animal, just as it was 
making ready for a leap. 

Tlie tiger, tbough so terrible in its furj', wben ex- 
cited by ])assion, or througb bunger, is, after all, a 
cowardly brute, that timidly Jlies the eye of man, when 
])ossible, and only ventures to lea}) on its {)rey from a 
safe ambush. In fact, tb(‘re is lud a singb* savagi* 
animal, with tbe exception of tbe shark, p(‘rba})s, that 
does noteverfly frominan, in spiti‘ of lb(‘ mult itude of 
fables narrated about lion.s and tigi'rs, bears, })an11iers, 
suake.s, crocodile.^, and other terrible b{‘a>ts. Such 
stories are generally exaggerat(*d, if not cut indy in- 
ventions, for every traveller, though pi‘rba[)s almost 
ignorant of loading a gun, much less of bunting with 
it, always likes to have bad an adventuri', ( sjxrially if 
lie has been in a country where tlu* inhabitants ha\o 
told him that wild beasts arc now and then semi, and 
must naturally have one terrible story to narrati' at 
least, in which he escaped a fearful danger only with 
great diinculty, and through his^jirescnee of mind. 

How rarely does tlio real hunter, wlio wandiTs in 
th(» w'oods all day, and sleep.s tliere at night, imad a 
savage beast of prey ? He may watch the stag, that 
goes quietly grazing tlu* woods, but tbe shy wolf, the 
panther in the northern forests, and the tiger ami hou 
ill the southern, are themselves too frequently engaged 
in the cliase, and listen to the sliglitest noi.s(‘ of a 
cracking branch, or even a falling leaf. If it is a man 
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that they lu^ar approach, and whom they do not coiint 
as ilieir prey, tlien t]i(‘Y withdraw timidly and hurriedly 
to their hiding-place, and fly from the neighbourhood 
ill which their arch-foe is w'atching for them. 

In the sam(‘ way the myth about the rattle-?<naivC 
originated, which is said to fascinate its victim by the 
ey(*, and tlnMi swallow it. According to the fable, a rays- 
1(Ti{)us power enchiiins the bird, on whom the snake’s 
g]anc(‘ is once fiianly fixed, to the spot, and it strives 
in va-in to (\s(*ape ; the snake only re([uircs to keep its 
eyes lL\(‘d, and then slowly to writhe up and s(‘ize it. 

rattle-snake would be forced to die of starvjition, 
it it had to trust only to this power of th(' eyes, for 
there is not a living creature who has bi‘en witness of 
it, while hundreds of huniers liavc observed the crafty 
re])til(‘ gliding noiselessly through the grass, and 
s])ringiiig on its unsuspecting victim, when it lias 
reachtal the propew distance. It fiics man lik(‘ any 
otlu’r snak(‘ dtu's, and only when startled hy his 
snddt'ii ap[>rt>ach, it raises itself and sounds its warning 
rattle, rather as a sign of fear than of aiigei’. 

Such fearful fables have been also accredited to the 
v<\gi‘lal)le kingdom, for it was formerly asserted of the 
Javanese upas or pois(ni-tree, that its exhalations 
wt'iv so fearful as to kill the bird that flew over it ; 
\vhil(' the tree itself scarcely contains more poison 
than does ilu* hemlock, and only in its sap possesses 
any deadly efl’eet. But we men love everything 
slrangi' or extraordinary; and when anything is told 
us ill w hich our own fancy is interested, we adorn it 
as much as wc can, and think over it so much, until 
we believe it ourselves. 

The tiger, the most savage, blood-thirsty brute in 
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tlio -world, forms no exception to tliis ni](\ 
wlien it can spring on its prey from its luding-plan', 
it darts its fearful claws into it, and ru.'^lies witii 
furious bounds to its thicket ; but it can lx* tcrrifual 
equal facility ; frecpiently the bold intcrf m\*iic(‘ 
of a single man causes it to drop its ])i-ev, and if 
it bears the hunter breaking through tht‘ biainclu's 
and bushes, it crawls on its stomach, and pn'sses close 
t<> the ground through tlu‘ high grass or dense' bnslj, 
to sonu' secure hiding-place. 

In the same way the eh'phant, the rhinoce'ros, or tlu^ 
grey bear of the Rocky IMountains, the largest of all 
b(‘asts of prey, tly from man, and only wlien greatly 
aroiise'd does a single' brute forget its general tear; 
bnt tin'll woe^ te) the unbap]>v nmn ivlio e‘i-osses iis 
track, for unless the bullet has strue'k the* right r-iiot 
at starting, no matter whethe'r it [)re)Ve fatal e vemtii- 
ally, the wounde'd or oidy infuriateal animal le'e'ls llii'n 
no ])ain, knenvs no danger, and hnrls itse^lf in wild 
frenzy on its foe, whom it tears in pie'i'es, eir tranij)h‘S 
under feiot, 

-Rrank, however, did not know tliis dange'r, or if he 
did so, paid no attention te> it; for without taking 
lime to releiad his gun, and sedely animate'^ hy the 
thought of saving the unhappy man, he eln'w In’s 
klewaiig, and sprang with a leJud shout n[><>n tin.* 
animal. The tige'r, howev(,T, who faneie d the re* was a 
great de'al too much noise' about sucli a trijlc, h't iis 
prt'v fall, and crept with its tail hetwee'u its legs into 
a thieked of thorny rattans, into whiedi Frank conld 
not have followed it, even had he desireal te) do so, >o 
thiekly were the thorny creepers intertwine'd with the 
branches, and round the buslies. Rut he did not 
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think of rushing after tlie tiger, when he saw. his 
unhappy companion lying at his feet, and throwing 
away hotli rihc and klewang, lie attempted to recal 
tlie unfortunate Mala}" to life, who was covered with 
hlood. 

Jt was us(‘l(\ss ; the beast had seized and bitten 
tlirougli his throat with only too sure a gripe, and life 
had il(‘d long before. Even tlie wound in his side, 
where Ihe tiger had seized him in tlio llight, would, 
liave l)een snlfKa'cnt to kill him. 

Pulo Ihilo had, in the meantime, come down from 
th(‘ palm-tree, from which he had witnessed the. attack 
of tlu^ wild beast, but had not been abhi to give any 
assistance*, and Tchuning, now summoned by his cries, 
also hurried up. IE; luid been gatluTing sirih-leaves 
for chewing, iii the* neighbourhood, and ap])eared not 
a little confounded at the danger to which he had 
also bei'ii (‘X])osed. 

^‘Maii — dead 1 ” the IMalay, however, said in a 
monotonous tone, and turned away with a shudder, 
when he perct‘iv(‘d the wound in the lurk of the 
unfortunatt' man : there was no hope of saving him, 
and tlu' men now consulted as to what to do with 
the cor|>se. Erank wished to have it buried at once 
on the spot, but Echuning remarked that, if they left 
tlu* body lying th.en*,* and kept watch in one of the 
trees during the night, they might be surt* the tiger 
would return to ft'tch its prey, and then his hide 
might pay the penalty for the murder. 

There was sOnu'thing uncomfortable to tlu* young 
O’ennan in the idea of leaving the body ot a man as a 
bait in tlu* forest ; but the old spirit of the chase 
soon overcame this feeling, imd when his comrades 
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liad been informed of the inohinclioly accident, and 
tlu'V liad devoured their frugal repast, lie and Tcliuning 
--■for Piilo Pulo refused to have anything lo do with 
it — looked out two suitable trees in the vicinity, wliere 
Mu' tliick branches allow'ed but little of the moonlight 
to fall througli, and tlieir guns commanded the little 
sirij) of hind between them. 

Evening had scarcely set in, ere the two Imnti'rs, 
to whom Tjl-kandi liad recommended tlie greatest 
caution, took their places. 

dji-kandi was not at all satisfied willi the e.vpedi- 
ti<m; tliihr little garrison, iu' thonglit, and veny 
I'ightly, had been already too much wealumed. to allow 
a fourth part of it to remain outside tlu‘ w hol(‘ night 
roosting in irevs like wild turkiys, and if anything 
t»c(!urred to either of them, they would be all lost, 
thir two hunters, however, eouhl not be dissuaded, 
and Pulo Pulo liimself allowed it would bc‘ perhaps 
hitter to kill the tiger, which had tasted human 
blood, or else it would have an appetite for inori', and 
none of them would be sure of their lives on (pnlting 
'die palisades. 
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(MIAPTER XXTI. 

Tlllf: WATCH roll, THE TIOEll, AXI) THE STKANGK 
HOliT ()!' GAAIE FJIANAC STARTED. 

Tli<f wat(‘li for llie Toliuning uispljiya liin- pruiloiu-e. 

Fnink kills soiTiutliiiig. The natives a ltn,ck him. Frank. ,i,s 
lak<M> jtrisoiH’r. A rross-exaiui nation. l)ej)arture of llie 
jiaiives. Frank is left under a i^oiard. 

J^'uANic liad si‘loci(‘(l for liis scat a young waringln- 
trcc, OIK' of wliosc branches projected just over the spot 
’wlierc tlio corpse lay, so tliat the tiger would Ije 
within sliot if it a[)proaelied its victiiu again ; wliile 
Tehuniug, \Nitli du(‘ regard for his own safety, chose a 
low cocoa-pJiliu, wliicli, though certainly dost' to tlie 
spot, Avas still too liiddeu by bushes to’ Jillow a full 
view of the scene. Both sat about fifty yaials apart, 
but not a word was (‘xchanged betvviH'n them, for h'ar 
of warning the beast of tin' dangi'r that awaited it ; 
and Frank i's])i'cially listened Avith the clost'st atten- 
tion to the sligliiest sound, in the hope of hearing the 
creeping, stealthy step of the tiger. The moon had, 
ill the nu'anwliile, risen; and threw its pale, uncertain 
light over the narrow clearing, and the corpse lying 
then', and the tall waving leaves of the palms cast a 
nickering, misty shade over the tall grass in which the 
cor[)sc lay bedded. 

Frank suddmily fancied that he saw something 
moving at no gn'at distance from the palm on which 
Tcliuning had taken his seat, and when lie looked 
auAiously across, to see whether the Chinese had not 
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nUo Hoilcecl the o 1 >jcct, niovin<; as it wriv nmlrr ]\\< 
l)firrd, lie eoulJ not scv the least sii^ii tif liis i-oinraJi-, 
although tlie light of the moon it'll (llroetly upon tlu' 
tuft of the palm-tree, ami he had seen only a fi'w 
minutes before his shining head in the eeiitrt' of it. 
AVhat on earth had hccoim^ of Tehuning? 

The ohjeet be]o\y him, hout'vt'r, oceujiit'd t()o much 
of his atit'ntion for him to iroublt' liiuiself much 
about the Chiiu'St', and slh'ntly ayd nol.s(‘lcsslv look- 
ing to his rifle, h'st it rniglit misfire at tluj decisive! 
moment, he thrust tlu* barn'l cautiously over a branch, 
on which he found an excelh'iit n\<t for it, and trietl 
bi'fore all to tak(‘ a certain aim at tlu* moving object, 
whatev(‘r it might he*. 

Jiut tills was not hy any means si) (*asy ; fir in the 
denst' shadow lu' could not even jx'rct'ivi' the ('nd of 
the barrel, much less the glisti'iiing sight upon it ; and 
hi low all had again become so (juii't and motionh'ss, 
that 111' really began to fancy he had deceivtal himself, 
and taken the inovi'inent of some branch or bough in 
the wind for that of some living bi'ing. Hut he was 
i >on undeceived in this respect, tor he now saw cleai-ly 
and unmistakeably sonu' dark object leave' the shade 
of the bush, and crawl through tin* grass towards t lie 
outstretched corpse, as if it scented its pi’ey, but <!id 
not (juito believ(! in its (piietiuh', and wished first, to 
convince itself that it w'as perfectly harmless. 

Prank was quite astray as to the utter disa[)pear- 
ance of his companion, and at last fancied that he 
must have fallen asleep in his far from coinfortablo 
seat ill th(‘ palm-tree. 

After casting a hurried glance across, the moon 
now^ favoured him by falling directly on his barrel, 
Q 



22G 


rHAKK WIJ.T)MA^’’s ADVENTURES. 


and Ills eye was loolu'iig for the best spot on the 
carcass of liis creeping visitor, when lie saw another 
nioving point close by. 

There were two, and which was the right one ? 
It was strang(‘, for he had never heard that two tigers 
had hc'cn seen hunting together; and was it possible 
that on(‘ had f(‘tched the other to share the already 
l\ill('d jinw with it ? The first must surely be the man- 
eal(T, iind witliout. any further delay, he took a lorig 
and careful aim at the foremost dark body, and pulled 
the trigger. 

The shot echoed with the noise of tliiinder through 
the majestic fon'st, but a 3 U‘lling cry of human voices 
gave him an almost louder n'ply, and wlnle tlie body, 
at which h(‘ had first tired, lav motionh'ss on tlie 
ground, dark forms appeared on owvy side of the 
clearing, and before the start U‘d youth could even 
think about loading his gun, lu' felt, by the sliaking of 
the bough on whicli lie was sitting, that his nocturnal 
foes, (aisily conj(*ct uring th(‘ situation in which he 
was, had climbed the same tree, and were coming up 
to take him prisoner. 

The ajiproach of danger, liowi’ViT, rc'storod him his 
whole pn*senee of mind immediatt‘]y, and (piickly 
thrusting a cartridge, which he had made beforehand 
for Ids fancied sport, down tlu* barrel^ he had time 
enougli to put on a cap, when th<.‘ first leapt upon 
him from a branch overhead, and the next moment, 
shot through the breast b}' tin* barrel that almost 
touclu'd bim, fell down on the ground with a loud 
yell. Ihit otliers pressed forward ; l^rank had no room 
to use tlio butt end, for he had much difficulty in 
maintaining his balance, and letting the gun fall, he 
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tore -his klewan^ from its slieath and shonital for 
la'lp, deliTinined on dt'fending liis post, until Tvhuning, 
ulio must liave b(*en awakened by the sliols, eould 
liasten to Ins assistance, or bis friends in t]i(‘ (aiinp 
lieard Die contest and cain(‘ up. 

Springing up on bis feet upon the boiigli wlu‘re Ije 
liad liit.lK'rto been sitting, and seizing anotljert-osupjxn’t 
liiniself Frank cut at tlie first finlian who approaclit'il 
'with his sharj) lieavy weapon, jind favoured by his posi- 
tion, in wliicli no one could assail him in the rear, he cut 
liini d<.)wn, and would probalily hav(‘ held his gr*ound 
against tlie overwhelming niJinluu’s, had not oiu' of 
tin* fo(‘S climbed over him on the same bough, which 
]u‘ held with bis b‘ft hand. This was too W(‘ak for 
tlu' hurd('n, cracked, and fell wit 4 crash, ht^aring 
him with it through the hranehes. 

I>ut what had Ix'come of Tchuning all this while? 
Had ]i<‘ really be('n asleep, and was hi‘ still sleeping, 
as no shot was fired at the foe from his si<le ? ( >, 

di‘;ir no! -the sharp (we (»f the Chiiu'se had d(‘t(‘eled 
nmiKxliately, in. the dusky form cr(*<‘])ing below In’m, a 
very ditferent enemy from the tigtw lie had awaited. 
A\ lieu 111* saw' the bushes lin<al on either sid(‘ of him, 
and forms gliding tlirough the grass (wery where, lu- 
erept cautiously and gently l)a(*k to tht* top nf |ji» 
I’.'din-trce, taking very g(»od cai*e not to gi\e the 
slightest sign of his wdiereahouts by any imo'ement, 
which would have irremediably delivered hiui into the 
hands of his enemies. AVhat did he care f>r llie 
danger of Ids neighbour, w hen his ow n canaiss wa^ in 
tpiestion ? lie might shout fur ]u‘l[) us long as lie 
liked, but Tchuning did not stir, and only ca.-t an 
angry glance up at the moonlight, whieh might 
Q 2 
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possibly bclrny him by the gleaming of* his* rifh* 
bam^l. 

When Prank, who Ijad boon stunned by the iall, 
regained his sc‘ns(!s, lie found himself lying bound 
under a tree, and not far from him oraL'kled a huge 
lire, round whicli fifteen or twenty dusky forms were 
partly lying, jiartly eowia'ing, apparently engaged in a 
most zealous eonsultation. At first lie could not 
iniagim‘ ^vliein* he was— -whether all that surrounded 
him was ri'al, or whether lie was ailected by some 
wild ieverish dream, ^\hieh raisial the strangest, most 
exti’aordiuary objects before his fancy. Bui w hen he had 
opmied and closed his eyes several tiuu's, and rublu'd 
his forehead against tlie root of the tree, on which he 
lay, — for h<‘ could not us(* his hands, and all tliat sur- 
Toundi'd him iN'inaiiual stationary, he understood but 
too clearly that, it was no dr(*am, and that he was tlu' 
])risoner of a trilu‘, who wma* now prob'ably s('riousl\ 
consult ing whetlua* he should be roasted, or eaten as 
1u‘ was, w itli JH'pper and salt. 

Hut with this eertaiuty the love of life crossed his 
mind, and the tear of a. probably speedy and torturing 
death : the cold ])t‘rspiralion stood on his brow, and he 
attempted, thougli as (piietly as possible, yet with the 
exertion of all his strength, to free himself from his 
bonds, and escape the sa\agcs by flying to the forests, 
no matter whitber. 

Jlis movements were, however, by no means so 
iinobservt'd as be at first fancied, for a black fellow 
suddenly rose close to liis feet, who had been lying 
conceahal in tlie shade of the thick foilage, and now 
stooped over him, with Ids gleaming eyes fixed upon 
him. A sharply uttered yell interrupted at the next 
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rnoinont the discussion round the lins and tin* natives 
ccdlccU'd in a second round tlie captive. 

Frank looked round the eireh‘ an^j^rilv, and trl(‘d in 
vain to ris(‘ ; liis bonds lield him tii^hllv to tin* n^ot on 
w hich lu‘ lay, but Ids ^uard, at an (‘\elamat ion from 
(Oie of the Indians, ])robably the ehieilain, ilnwv Ids 
<‘urv('d knife, and cut tlie bonds without a word, 
'riu'ii, liowevor, taking tli(‘ youn^ whiti* man b\ the 
hand, lie led him slowly to the lire, and jxMntinj.; to a 
hti,^ that had been rolled up, he made him a .•>ioii to 
sit down. A f(‘W minut(‘s later the wh(»h‘ l)and was 
• 'ollei'tod round him, and th(‘ chieftain, (*r, at any 
rate, the man who appeanal to hav<^ the command (»n 
this expedition, onlenal him to get up and answrr 
.'fveral (pjestions winch he would ad'dress to liim. 

Frank olfryed the eommand, which he nndcrst<»o(l 
mor(‘ through tlu' added gest ieulati'jus than the 
words: the language, howev(‘r, though rescanbiing the 
Malay, had such a (piantity ofstrang(‘ word.s which In? 
was p(‘rfectly uuae<[uainted with, that, althougli hi' 
understood, or fancii'd he un(h‘rst(H)d. a st ray nanark, 
he was (piite unable to eomprt'hcnd the ent ire si-nx- of 
the c[uestii)ns addntssed to him, ami i-onscijin‘nt ly 
i-niihl give no satisfactory answi'r. In addition, it 
M’cnied more than probable that ithey wm-c doirous 
to find out from him the ])ositi<»n ami stfi-ngth id* the 
strange encampment, wliieli tlu*y Innl alrea<l\ dis- 
covered, either by means of the sj)i('s tiny are in the 
habit of sending out, or througli tlu' nmnerous signs 
in tin* surrounding fore.^t. 01 c<»urs(‘, it was I'l'ankhs 
object to let tliem know as little as j)o>sibl(‘ of tlicir 
true position, or at lea>t not to reveal an\ thing 
'vvhieh might be jjrejudiciid to his unturLunale cum- 
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ratios, and liti soon ronuirked tluat it ^ould be best for 
biin to boldly play the part of an ignoramus, and so 
at least make his present masters believe that he was 
not able to givt^ them any satisfactory information. 

In this he was perfectly successful, but they did 
not, for all that, give up tormentijig him with ques- 
tions ; and when he refused to make any reply, they 
fasteni.'d him again, without further ceremoin', to the 
nean'st tr(H‘, wliere he stood in the light of their fire, 
and commenced their former discussion with tlu* 
greati‘st (‘iiergy. They appeared, too, to have assumed 
a more decisive character, for twice individuals quitted 
tht^ group, and came up to feel the ribs and shoulders 
of their prisoner. 

Prank fidt a 'cold shudder, for he could liardly 
doubt but that he was treated hy the bftwn villains 
as a lamb n^ady for the slaughter ; ancl, in the agony 
of despair, he again tore at his bonds. In vain — the 
cord was tougluu’ than his miiseles ; it cut into his 
flesh, but he could not sever it; and hi‘ at last fell, 
I'xhausti'd and bleeding, and even Avith a certain 
degree of desperate resignation, at the foot of the 
little tree. 

lie had lain thus for about half an hour, when tliere 
was a movement among the Sumatrans. It was evident 
that they had come to some decision, for they h)okcd at 
their arms and collected in two bands, whose leaders 
made various arrangements and gave their orders. 
Prank at last could not entertain the slightest doulu 
but that the band intended to surprise his companion.s 
and return with their prisoners and the booty' to tht u 
native village. 

The little encampment Qpuld not be far distant from 
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tho ^pot ^v]loro tliey now wore, and all]iouu;h a slight 
liope clioorod liiin on tlio departure of the Sumatrans, 
til is was soon mingled witli apprelumsion for llu‘ fate of 
Ids friends, wlio, in addition t*) bcdng weakeiu'd by the 
abs(‘ne(‘ of liiiiisidf and Telnining, would, in tlu lr 
foolish security, be buried in sle(‘p at a nu)iiumt wiiea 
they ought to liave their eyes wide open, to repulst» 
th(‘ attack of tlieir treacherous Ibe. Ihit they must, 
at least, liave heard him tiring, and Pulo Piilo was not 
the man to let himself bo so easily surj)rised. 

Jhit that the ]\rahiys intended something si'rlons, 
soon saw by the slight guard left with him. Only two 
men were left; enough certaiidy to guard him, iu his 
hondagt‘, from escaping, while llie remaimhu’ of tin; 
Sumatrans set out, in two ditferynt bands and in 
dilTerent directions : liad the camp luam any great 
distance olf, tln'y would surely havt^ kept iu the .samo 
ddn'ction at starting. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

3I0AV TTTE ST^AIATJIANS ATTACKED THE ENCAMPME>’T, 
A>’D THE RECEPTION THEY MET AVITU. 

A fPiiirs in Hit* ^^•lrrison. Pulo Pulo shows Ihm.sclf to he a skilful 
Lr<‘iK*r;il. Iveturri of Tchuning. The attack. ProgresK (»f 
the engagement. The natives are repulsed, hut return again 
to the charge. 

Tin: little garnson, in the meanwhile, though apj)re- 
lieiidiiig no surpritse, but not to neglect the requisite 
precautions, liad S(^t their regular watches for the 
night, swallowc'd their frugal meal of rice and fruits, 
Avith the fresh water of the river, and Avere just 
going to ri'st, wluui the lirst shot of the 3’oung 
(bnanan soundc'd clearl}^ through the silence of the 
night. 

“]hiai — good !” growled Pulo Pulo, ^Tie ]:as hit him; 
but if the villains from the mountains are prowling 
about and hear the shot, avo shall haA’^e them on our 
backs sooner than would be pleasant. It Avas nonsense 
to mak(' such a roAA*, and I Avish avo had not let the 
two ^ strangers’ go out. Wlien Avhite men and Chinese 
come together, the IMalay must always pay fur the 
rice. But, surely, that sounded like liuman voices ?” 

“Ah! ah! another shot!” cried Tji-kandi, noAV 
springing on his feet ; “ they must have hit liim aa ith 
the first shot, and linished him Avith the second. But 
noAV there’s been enough banging. AVhat a roAV the 
gunpoAvder makes in the mountains ! It’s still thunder- 
ing aAvay behind us — and then it’s beginning again to 



AFFAIRS IN THE OAURISON. 


our left. Thoy must heiir it across tlio water. Jlallod, 
'VN hat’s that r ” 

Tji-kandi listened attentivtdy ; and l^ulo Piilo, who 
lia,d before heard, tlioii^li indistinctly, the V(‘ll of thi* 
assailants, when the shot was tired so um‘Xj)i‘ct<‘dlv 
among them, now chMirly distinguislual tlie single 
shout of the white man lor h(‘lp, and in a si'cond they 
had all seized their guns, and wert? |)r('{)ared for an 
a’ttack. 

When all had grown quiet again, and no sound dis- 
lurhed the almost death-like silence, Tji-kandi, who 
Itad drawn elos(5 to I*ulo Pulo, said, shaking his luaul 
(miinously, 

“ Tiie voung fellow has done a foolish trick : after 
till' lirst shot he must liave got down from his tna*, 
and have falhai right in tlu* clutches (»f the Ix'ast, AVe 
can go out and hel|) Tehuiiing to bury the body. I 
wish I had gone with him.” 

To leave us three all alone here ? ” said Pulo 
Pulo, s(Tiously. “ T fear, Tji-kandi, we shall n(‘ver see 
eiilar the white man or the long-tail again in the 
cainj), for I am very much mistaken if the shots tired 
\\ere aimed at a tiger. Did Tji-kandi hear tin* mhse 
of the tirst shot r ” 

‘‘The noise? I should think so; it rung througli 
the mountains as if it was nev<*r going to leave 
otr.” 

Pulo Pulo Kshook his head— he might have been 
mistaken, but, wi'll aciiuaintod as he was with th(‘ 
Woods, the whole atfair did not seem to liirn right, 
and he was xvell aware that excessive watcldiilness 
could do them no hariii, but might ward otf great mis- 
fortune. 
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But as there was nothing stirring for nearlj an 
hour, when not a hoiigli cracked in the forest, and 
the foliage hung p(*rrectly motionless on the trees, 
Pulo Pulo himself h(^gaii to fancy that ho had heeii 
too apprelieiisive, or that no immediate attack need be 
expected. 

]hit wliy did the two hunters not return ? It was 
vfTv wrong tliat they had gone at all, and he was 
firmly ddermined not to allow' such a thing again, as 
long as they w’cre in such a hostile and dangerous 
territory. But not to exhaust their little garrison 
unnecessarily, he had just ordered his two subordi- 
nati's, tlie remainder of his little force, to lie down 
again, and himself undertaken their duties, when he 
lioard i‘ootsteps iri, the bush, and cocked his gun, 
though he expecttnl no attack on this side, for a 
foe would have come up with greater secresy, and 
W'ould not luive revealed his approach in siich a careless 
fasliion. 

lie was not to remain long in doubt as to tlie 
cliaraeter of liis visitor, for Tchuning (and it was no 
one ('lst‘), who might probably fancy tliat he liad 
missed the right road, or whom the surrounding 
silence reiuh'red uncomfortable, soon uttered bis well- 
known signal, and liasteued liis steps when be heard 
the welcome reply. 

Blit w'liat a state he was in ! Scratched by tliorns, 
which he bad not noticed in his fear of missing his 
w'ay and being surprised by the enemy, but had 
rushed wildly through ; with torn clothes, w'ithout hat 
or gun, he now' returned, and brought his friends the 
fearlul announcement that their hiding-place w^fti 
suspected, if not already discovered, and that the young 
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wliitc man had boen dragged off, wln^tluT dead orali\e 
he was iinahlo to say. 

Concealed in the tuff of the tree, lie staled, h(‘ had 
seen something crawling up to them, and on stooping 
over to distinguish the object and fire at it, he had,tv> 
his horror, noticed a number of human forms, who 
were cautiously approachiug, as if hairing an am])us- 
cadi‘, and were sending out spies, to sei' wht'thi'r the 
strangers, whose trail they had no donbt alrtaidy I'ound, 
had an idea of such a visit or not. The white man, in his 
opinion, must have taken the obji'ct h(‘ saw moving 
in the bushes for the expected tigm’, and the grcaiter 
distance at which he was from it rtmdered that pro- 
bable ; his shot had certainly hit tin* mark, for (»m' body 
remained motionless in the grass, hut what oeenrred 
afterwards he could not precisely stat(‘, as tlu* contest 
had takim place in the opposite tna*, and he had m)t 
dared to raisin his head, wluui he luiard the enemy so 
closi* to him, for fear of being discovered. 

A shot had tlieii been tired — a heavy body, and 
tlu'ii another, had fallen from the branches of the 
tree ; and wdien he at length cautiously raisetl his lu'tid 
to look dowTi, he saw the enemy ri‘tiriiig in an 
oppositi? direction to tho camp, witli their prisoner in 
the centre of the band. 

Such was his report ; and then* was little comfort in 
the idea that they were watched, perehanct.* already 
surrounded, by a number of blood-liiirsty Sumatrans, 
who needed only to cut them off from approaching the 
Sea, if they did not dare an open attack, and then let 
them starve at their leisure, witliout the sliglitest ri-^k 
for themselves. 

Their little force now consisted of only live men — 
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the Chinese, Tji-kandi, Palo Pulo. and the two 
Malays ; but as they were excellently armed, and had 
tlie swivel securely mounted, they could have repulsed 
the attack of* sixfold their number, had they not been 
cut off from all hope of escape, as the unfavourable 
jiature of th(‘ coast would prevent any European ship 
from comiji^ in, save for some special reasons. Sup- 
])osinL,^ tiny repulsed the first attack of the foes, 
would th(*y not bring up reinforcements, and could 
they hope to resist them for any length of time? And 
would not the fact of one of their little band being 
killed or wounded accelerate the destruction of the 
remainder ? 

And what had become of the young German? 
Tji-kandi shook his.head sorrowfully^ when ho thought 
of his fate, and reflected how soon they might all 
share' it. Tin* infamous tiger was to blame for fhe 
whol(* misfortune; and the fit little Malay really 
gnashed his teeth, when lie reflecti'd that the brute 
was now abh' to go about free and uninjured, whiU^ 
thev were in the trap. 

The f)rin(*i])al question now was, how strong the 
band could be w hich Tchuning had si'en ; for only 
from that fact could it be calculated whether they 
would be satisfied with the carcase of one stranger, or 
through it acquire an appetite for more. . Tchuning’s 
information led them to apprehend the latter, for 
according to him they would be engaged with a large 
body of natives : Pulo Pulo, on the contrary', shook 
his head, aud said, that the moonlight had probably 
deceived him, and six men in the bush could make a 
tremendous row', by' breaking suddenly out of the 
thicket. But, for all that, the Malays determined on 
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r.ot Hoglccting the slightest iTieasurt' of pr('(’nut ion, 
(iiiring tliia night at least, and Piilo Piilo undiM-took 
tlM> watch with another of Ids eountiTinen, wli'u-h tlu v 
iTiteiulod to ke(‘p till daybreak, wIhmi then* would not 
])e iimch to fear, so long as tlie sun stood high in the 
hoavens. 

Th(‘ remainder gladl}’ devoted thi'inselves to sle('{> : 
they r('(pdrc‘d rest, osp('cially Tehuning, who, exhausted 
hy f(‘ar and the ex(‘rtion of his luaiadi, lay at Pulo 
Ihdo’s feet, with his arms at his sith', and sh'pt >o 
soundly, and 1‘vcai hi‘gan to snore' so loudly, that the 
Malay w;is forced to give him a succession of kicks to 
k<‘cp him quiet. 

They had lain there about two hours, wlum Pulo 
Ihdo heard something rustling in the' hu.>h ; and 
(lin'ctly after the low whine of a pantlier — hi' kni‘\s it 
from (duldhood — naiclK'd his ear. d'ht' moon was now 
'standing high in the heave'iis, and heeoidil set* plainly 
aci'oss tlu‘ little open clearing, that lay Ix'tween him 
andtheeamp. ]Ie cUairly perceiveal in thehi’ight light 
a movement in the bushes, and evem fancie'd he saw 
the spotted skin of the animal. But awan* of tin* 
proximity of tluj foe, he had not the slightest idt'a ot 
tiring at any savage animal, which could only arouse 
the sleepers, and betray to the watchful Sumatrans 
the (‘xact position of the little hamp. A i«*(*llng of 
unceilainty about what he liad just seen and heard 
'^vas arou.sed in him, and A\ith painful interest he 
ob.'served the nearest bushes, to see wla'tlu'r sometiung 
or other would not justify his suspicion, but in vaiji. 
lie could only hear the re-echoing steps ot the beast 
iu the fallen leaves, and the sound so elostdy n^seni- 
bied the real step of tlie panther, that the Mala\ at 
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last felt a species of seciirit/, as it was plain tliey had 
110 (‘neniy to fear in tliat direction, or else the beast 
would not have emerged from the bush so quietly. 

Again, a long, long time passed; the Malay had 
grown sle(‘py, and liad frequently raised his wcairied 
eye to th(‘ soiitluTii cross, to see whether its course 
to t he w(?st did not announce the approach of day : 
every now and then he gave a start, and tried lo dispel 
evc'ry feeling of exhaustion by increased forced watch- 
fulness ; but he could not stand this for long, and his 
wearit'd body would have eventually yielded to the 
silent, monotonous solitude that surrounded them, 
had he not heard the same Avhining cry on the other 
sid(‘, and starting up hurriedly, he saw that the Malay 
jiosted there was cautiously raising his gun, and 
thrusting it between two of the j)alisades. In a 
s(M*ond he was all alive, and quicklygliding up to the 
otlier sentry, he onh'red liim not to until he saw 
an eiK'iny rushing at the palisade : in any other 
(‘V('nt, and by tlu* slightest suspicious moveiiumt, lu? 
waste wak(' tlu‘ others, as after they/>\s 7 sliot, if an 
enemy was really close by, tlu*y would have to (‘xpect 
a gema’al and terrible attack. 

Then returning with equal rapidity to his former 
})ost, without letting liis person be visible from \\ith- 
out, lie peered attentively through the crevices of the 
palisades; and at the same instant, while seeking Ills 
gun with one hand, with the other he sliook the 
shaping Chinese, and a couple of w'ords, "whispered in 
Ids <‘ar, produced a magical clfeet — 

‘‘ Th(‘ enemy !” The fat fellow started up as if under 
the intluence of an electric stroke ; but Jhdo Pulo’s 
hand was ou his shoulder, and his meuaeingly raised 
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fiiicfor warned liim to he cautious, and to wake tlie 
otlu'r sleepers as quickly as possible. TIk' ^lalav’s 
sliarp eye again perceived a suspicious inoveintait In 
the biislu's ; and while on tlu^ other sidt‘ ot* the 
encanipinent the whining of the hi*asi of or 

th(‘ sound which bore such a striking i*(‘S(Mnblanc(‘ to 
it, was repeatc'd, the Javan felt 2)erfect]y convinced 
that tlH‘ Sumatrans were only trying to atlraet tlu' 
aft(‘ntion of the garrison to this side, while intending 
to make their attack on the other. 

In llu' sliadow of tlieir jufhon lutn/r they eonlii S('t 
their nu‘n without risk of being watched hy tlu»>e oiit- 
siile, wlio did not dare to advance too far ; and Ihilo Ihilo 
now j)ointed their swivel at the s])ol whicli tlieas.sail- 
ants would probably select for th^‘ir (irst attack, as 
tiicy c<uild creep up to it without being (.h*teet('d. 

Then taking his former jmsition, the men nmiaiiK'd 
tims in n?adin(‘ss for half an hour, without lu'iiring 
tilt' sliglitest sound, and the fearful statt' of t'xeito 
UK'iit in which they wen; was growing unt'nilnrahlt', 
A\hcii Pnlo Pulo discovert'd that out' of tin* enemy 
Mas elimbiiig up a tnH‘, througli the riislling of a 
itcighboLiring bough, w ith the pmbahle intent ion of 
examining the interior of the eneamjjmt nt ei’ethi y 
madt* a general attack. 

ihdt) Ihilo was u«>t inclined to wait for this, and 
fir>t g<»iiig round to advise all of the imniiiienl assault, 
he returned to his place and .‘^tood witli liis gun 
])<)intt‘d at the tree, until he clt*arly (listini.rnishe(l a 
dark form in it, carefully bending Ijuek a bouglg to 
have a better survey 4>f the tort. At tin* n(‘\t 
inomout his rifle cracked, and with the rustling of the 
boughs which auuouuccd that ho had hit his mark, 
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the yellin'^ war-(?ry of the Suinatrans was hearel, arul 
dusky furnis boimdtal over the little eleariuf,^ aud 
hurled thetusclves frantically against the palisades. 

I’ulo Pulo, h()\vev(‘r, who had foreseen the designs 
of th(‘ (‘iKMiiy with tolerable aeeuraey, liad thrown 
away Ids gun, and liurried to the swived. lie had 
just- picked up the tally-api lying by it, when five or 
six h(‘ads hecaine visible close together above the 
j)ahsad(‘s, who were saluted th(^ next inonient by 'a 
d(‘ad1y shower of bullets. The sound of the cannon 
etduH'd so furiously and unexpectedly through tli** 
sihait forest, that the enemy retired in terror to their 
]dding-pla(ies, and Pulo gained time to load again. 

Put b(‘sid('s the swivel, the guns of the garrison 
liad carried diaith into their raidvs, at only a few 
pae(\s distance. So nnanticipated, too, had been tlie 
resistance, that t-lui fugitives did not even carry oil* 
their di'ad with them — a very unusual eircumstanee. 
Put this eaused Pulo Pulo — and very justly — to 
e.\p(‘et a seeoud attack, and Ids companions remained 
luotioidess behind their bulwarks, not to expose them- 
selvt‘s unnecessarily to the ever watchful foe. This 
j)re(*aution liad not been in vain, for tlio Sumatrans 
began to tire arrows from tlie thicket, at any spot 
where the flash of a gun revealed au enemy ; and they 
were so well aimed,* tliat tliey struck Tehuidng in tlio 
ear, wlio had foolishly raised Ids head over the pali- 
sades to have a hasty look, and Tji-kandi in the 
arm, through the palisades. Fortunately they were 
not poisoiK'd, or tlie garrison would lia\'e been lost, 
and the besiegers soon saw that such aimovaiice onlv 
rendered the besieged more cautious, without being 
able to do them any injury. Put they had not yet 
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jivcirup their attack, and after a shert n st, in whiv-ii 
'rji-lxaiidi }it‘]ded the (piiet liopes that lht'\ lia.l 
liail a sickening, tlu'v ruslied onci‘ again at the ]»ali- 
sadt's, .and not caring for tlu‘ shot from the swivt l, 
^\lhch killed two of llnar niimbtT, and was accoinpani('(l 
hv a sal\o from the small arms, five of tlnan actually 
sneciaaled in surmounting the palisadt's, and att.acke I 
tilt' h('sieg(‘d with khrises and war-cluhs in tlieii* 
tJluids. 


CUWTVAl XXIY. 

now TKANK MADP: AX ATTKAIPT TO KSl’ACi: (►N Ills 
OWN HOOK, Axi) sueeirKDKi). 

!• iruik liy tl><‘ fire. TTis th<mglitfl atn] Imjx's. H** I 

liv surj»rist:, and Frank ciirrif'H ofl’ ttf nati;-* 

natiuc.s an<l returns to the stockade. His preseiiee ther-* 
alters the state of tilings. 

Frank, in the meanwhile, lay bound under tlu' tnay 
:iRd gazed with gloomy despair into tin* glimmering 
:i>!ies, on which his watehers now and then threw 
dcniip leaves, to keep up a dens{‘ smoke and drive off 
the persecuting rnusquitoes. Tbev seemed t^) pa\ but 
little attention to him, and only to be (uigaged in tln ir 
^irih-ehewing, and sending tin' red disgust ing juice in 
ev(‘ry direction around them ; but for all that, mil mie 
<'f his movements escaped tln*m, and w}n‘nev(‘r lie 
i'tirred, were it only to alter his position or to turn his 
IkrkI on one side, their dark eyes were fixed upon him 
and watched liim anxiously, until he again lay (|ui t 
and motionless. 

B 
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l^ut if his watcln^rs annovcd liiin no furtlior, llio 
nius(juitoos (lid so all the more, as ilu^y buzzed round 
liiiii in swarms, and were only partially disj)erscd by the 
smobe that passed away above bis bead. Fraidv made 
(‘Very possible aiUanpt to (‘Scape tboir painful sliiu^s, 
but 1)0 (a)uld only procure a few minutes' peaet* by 
rollin^^" over and over; the little tormentors rushed 
again and again upon him with ind(‘fatigable ziail. 

'TIk' two Sumatrans- -of whom oneapp(‘ared to be a 
ebiellain, for bis dress was of the fiiu'st stuff, bis tur- 
ban end)roidered with gold, and in bis b(‘lt be won* a 
]-eally magnificent kbris, richly set with precious stones 
— were in the ineanwiiile carrying on an animated 
conversation, of which Frank understood so much, by 
means of bis kno\vledge of IMalay, as to discover that 
Hkw were talking about a boat, which lay on the beach 
opposite to them, which one wanted to look after wbih‘ 
the other guarded tlu? prisoner. At last they agreed 
that one of them should go down to it, but that tlu* 
old chieftain- — a muscular, broad-shouldered fellow — 
should rc'inaiii with tlui prisoner. 

Ihit Frank Avas not much helped by this ; for, 
with arms bound and an armed guard, it wouhl have 
been inadiu'ss to think of flight, bad he not h'lt for a 
short time past that his bonds had become looser, 
probably through Ins rolling from one side to the 
other, and gave him a prospect of lilxM-at in g ]iishaiid>. 
Fhe new flash of hope crossed his mind, but at the 
sami* lime, perfeetly conscious that the slightest pre- 
cipitate moA'cment would entail the most ruinous 
Cv)use4ueiiees, he d('terinined on pretending to be 
aslet']^ until one of his watchers had left ; when only 
guarded by two eyes, a lavourable opportunity might 
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|.ci’ha*ps oflcr, Avliip]!, brought up as he li.ul biv‘u 
ill a good sciiuul, ho luado up his iiiind lau u> K l 

Ills now tpliet inul motionless posture, wlileh ec^i 
liliii iio little si'lt-eoininand, owing to llie furious luus- 
ijuito stings, gained him tin's advantagi' tlial his 
watelu'rs were not induced to look after his bonds ; 
ami after a while, oiu' of them fastened his headeloth 
tighter, drew his sarong round him, and (piittcal tln^ 
s[)rt, onlv armed with Ins khris, whih* I''j‘ank tt/ok ad- 
vantage ol‘ a favourable monumt to ealeulate bv the 
]><'>it iLUi of tlu‘ stars tlie exact tlirt'Ction in which he 
had gome 

d’iu' other remaiiual standing for s*mu‘ time near the 
smoking lire, then walked up to •tla* [irisoiirr, who 
di’ew his hri'ath slowly and regularly, as il‘asle(*p, and 
laid himself on the ground elosi* to him, with his lace 
turned towards him. .His khris, which, like all the 
iiatives, lu* wore on tlu* left sidig tliough iar hack, pro- 
haltiy pj’cs>ed against him, or eist^ hi‘ was afraid ol* 
injuring it, for he drew it, togeth<‘i‘ with the sluath, 
Irmn liis belt, laid it iiiider his head, and seemed 
iiii'liiK'd to await the return of his eoinradi* in this 
manner. I luler such circumstamajs, I'rank did not 
dan- to make any attempt at llighk 

The musipiitoes thirsted inori‘ and inon for their 
Id' oil, and tlie Muiiiatran, whom they slung turit»usl\, 
at Iri.gth jum])ed up with ageiiily muttered curse, and 
‘’ 'heeled a <[uantity of wet lea\es in order to inei'eaae 
tn»* smoke. 

Ihit as soon as he had turned his hack, the prisom r 
^ai*'h,.* nmewed atteiiijds to fret* his hands, ami eonld 
j^earcely suppress a cry of joy when they ^iehleJ lo 
• ' k2 “ 
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Ill’s exertions, and lie ^va.s enaldcd to dra^v InsYlijlit 
liand out of tlio cord. At tin* sanu' moment, the 
noise of the swivel fired by Pulo Pido tlinndiTed 
iliron;.;h tiu' forest, and the Sumatran started witli 
alarm at th(‘ tm’rifie sound. 

A mon* favonrablo moment would never oeenr for 
the prisoiK'r, and his first movcmient was towards ihe 
hhris that lay near him. Fortnnatc'ly jdaei'd, a dmisc* 
mass of smoke covered him from view ; and hurriedly 
drawiiiL^tlu' khris from ihe sheath, which he ]>lac(Ml in 
his h(dt, t,o cut his way in case of ikhmI, he bounded 
into th(.‘ thicket, when* he neenh'd not fi‘ar pursuit. 

Tlie Sumatran had not so entirely talnui his atl<*n- 
tion oir Frank, for he scarc(' spranpf up whim Ihi' 
savai>:e turned tow^ird him. l^ut the smoke hid evmy 
object from his siiijlit, and filled his eyes with water in 
th(‘ hareain : still, firmly deti'rmined in ])reventin<4 th(‘ 
esca])i‘ of his prisoner by all the means at his com- 
mand, he was jumpinjj; out of the smoke, when thi‘ 
voun^ man rushi’d ujxui him with his fidl weiL,dit, and 
hurled him to the Lrround. I>ut he had found lime to 
seizi* the clothes of the runaway in his iron grasp, and 
dragged him down with him ; and the latter would 
hardly have escaped, had he not in his despimalion 
driven his weapon jnto the side of the savage, who 
loosi'd his hold w ith a loud yell, and held his hand on 
the deadly ^YOund. 

Ih'ank was free, and withdrawing from the clutches 
of the Sumatran, he followed at headlong sj>eed the 
dirimtion which he had seen his other watcher go 
previously. But when once in the forest, and exposed 
to no further pursuit, he checked his rapid course, 
listened attentively that he might not foolishly fall 
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iliVo (ho liaiuU’ of tlio rtaiuiining ravage, aiul soon had 
I Ik* (Ic'light of oiiu'rgiiig from tlio for(‘st, and soring 
IIk* nu)(»n ro(h‘(*l(‘d in llu* inirror-liko snrfaoo of tlu^ 
hay that lav stn'tohing out at Ida loot. 

1I(‘ was still standing bcmoath tlu' shadi' of tin* 
oiitorinost l)iLsh('s, widcli b(*glrd(‘d a broad sti’ip of 
sandy hcacli, Avhon lu* saw scniK'tliing inoA'ing at t In* 
AAaU r's oilg(*, and (Hi stooping down, scarorly dai’ing 
to draw brcalh as lu* did so, lu* iiotici'd a dnsky foj'in 
ooiiiiiig np iVom tlu* s(‘a, w Inch stoj)p(‘d soarc'i'ly t('n 
paci*s iVoin liiin to li>tcn, and tlii'ii ilisa|)j>cart'd with 
Ijurricd stops in tlu* t}dok(*t. Tlu* Sninati'aii ])assod 
so olos(* to tlio fugitive*, that ho oonld a!ino.>l ha\<‘ 
toin-hod him wilh his hand ; but not Inning an idea of 
wlial liad ooonrrod tluring Ids absofjc*c, lu* now huri'iod 
hack to join his ooinrado, to o«msnll with him about 
the probable c-auso (d* tlu* foarfid oi*ash, and. pi‘rha[)s, 
wlu-thor it would not bo bettor to got i‘id nl‘ tlu'ir 
])risonor by a ooujdo of stabs and t hen rojoin llu'ii* 
friends. 

lint whatever his plans might have bt'i'ii, lu* was 
destiiu'd to tind himself bitl(‘rly deeeivi'd, for his eaj)- 
tivo was froo, and had (*von diseov(*n‘d thoir boats, t(> 
Avhioh ho wont dowii with a beating heart, as soon as 
the >avagt‘ had (putted the bi'aeh. 

idght eanuos lay here dost* together, bound with 
strong iM[)os to a litth* mangrove-bush that bowed 
down to tlu* water’s edge. Kaeh «d‘t!iem was large 
oiiough to carry (‘ight men, altlamgli it was not lik(*ly 
so manv bad landed ben*, and that some of them w(‘ro 
intended to reiiiiAe the boi)ty. But tlui sinallo>t 
irimbor of men eai-li w<»uld requin*, to bv,* j)roperly 
managed, w as three ; and some of thefn bad ])i*o]>ably 
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Lroui^hi more, so IIeiI: tlio wliolo brnul would consist 
(d*])(‘tw(‘(‘n tw('iity niid tliirty naiiv(‘.s. 

Ibil what to (If) now ? — talvc one of llic canoes and 
f:;o to s(‘a in it r' AVlnii would bc^-onK* of his unl;:i]))n 
(‘oinrad(‘s in tlu' incanwliilc, and ])o^^ cfudd h'ranlv lione, 
Avith only oik' ear, to (‘S(‘apc bis ]nn-su( rs V At tin. 
saint' tiiiK', ]))• (-(udd not ta];e lt)ni:, t:* deeidt'. tbrlMderc 
lojiLl^ the n:di on iindinsT inm escaped and hi ' own 
coniradt' jnurdered; c(>uld return and dri\ e him liacl*. 
into t]i(‘ forest.. 

Tliert' aj)j)(‘nred to bo anetlnr diillciiily in tlic- 
cnrrt'nt, whicli, at thi* now rising tleoc^-l idta ran with 
cxtraoi'dinayv sptrd and forct* : the (*ane(\s wrr * di-ai^^- 
fpni^ furiously at. thc‘ cords, and lunv would lie be able 
to make Ids way ..tbronijli this curi'cnt r lit* still 
stood toi’tiirf'd by tin' 'painfid uina'rtainty as. to w h.at 
lu' should do, wbeutlu' sta-ond shot linnuh'reil tiinm'j;l'i 
the forest, and to bis joyful '<ur])rise lu' di.'S*(>\ ei’ed 
Ibat Ibo current, Avbicb be bad till then fnmiv'vl was 
opposed to him, would lu'ar Idm dinct, and \\ <th tiu' 
S[)e('(l of an arrow, to the sj)()t n lien' t lieir little tort 
must be siluati'd, Judijiui; fr(.»in tlie sound of tlu* <bot. 
Once tlu'iH*, be did not doubt but that be eoidil reiieh 
it unperceived, as lu' only laapiircd to t'ollov* tlu' 
narrow mountain stream upwards ; and willi tins detm*- 
ndnatioii lie jumped into one of the lari^est canoes 
lyine tliere, in order to be able to use it eventually for 
llieir common e^scape. 

And if the natives were to come upon bis track and 
follow ill the other canoes? — AVby, ban*; !t,instea<l of 
cutting only one away, be might as well let them all 
drift ; and burrit'dly executing bis scheme, be tbrt'W 
the oars, except six which lie kept in his own boat, 
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overboard, and had th(‘ |)leasiire of socmiij; tiKon drill 
:i\\ ay at a i^rt'at spird ; iluni dra\yiiij; his khris, lu* cut 
throii;:;}! the rope wliieli had held tlu* little llotilla. 
At t!ie iH'xt iiisiant the eaiioes glided away from the 
h:i!ik, and tlam, seizing Ids paddles, he giiithal his own 
e;niv»e towards thr shore, in whose dark sliadow Ik' fan- 
eii n himsi'll' niore soeurt', keejting exactly th(‘ dircaiion 
fi'om wliK'h the sound had (*oine, and \\h(aie(‘ he again 
Ifeard tlie disidiargi' of small arms, as if pointing out 
hi.s t i'aek, Tlu* other canoes h(‘ lel't to their fat(‘ and 
to t h(‘ eurrejit . 

Wdiat scarcely six men could hav(‘ tdlected at {d)h- 
:i(}t‘ witli tin' greatest exertion, lalMUiring agaiimt the 
stream, lie imw eH-Tted Iik(‘ (dnhrs play with its 
a,s.2ista]ire Like ;iu arr\»w, t h(‘ sharply-eui eanoe glided 
along tlu’ eoa.'d , w itli'n whose* shade he soon reeogiiisml 
th(‘ sti’(‘am that .sup[ilied water to tlu'ir eneampmeiit, 
whih' it riMpjired soim* (exertion to turn the litlh* hark 
into it. In thi> he sueeei^ded, howevc'r, and tlu* nois{‘ 
(.fthe still raging eontesl did not sulfer him to h(‘ 
i<i]ig doubtful as to hi^eour^e; so seizing one of thr* 
iiarrow, s]iarp-(‘dg(*d j)addh‘s as ofiensivi* and defi'usive 
Weapon, he s])rang u]) the bank with hasty stej^s. 
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(/IIAPTEK XXV. 


now Tin-: IIKSJEOED KEPT TUE TIELU, PUT WE HE 
EOUCEl) TO QUIT IT. 

])( urf^ fi-oin Sumatra. T>(*alli of the Chinaman. Tin y are 
jtickrd up ])y an American shij). Frank st'ts Kail fur 
Anu'rica. 

We ](?ft the little garrison at the inoinent when tlu‘ 
(aieiny were leaj)ing over live palisades at two dil- 
lei'eut j)oiiits, and laneicd that they had gaiinal the 
victory thend)y ; but the bt‘sieged wen) well aware 
that, if coiujui'n'd,. tiny would be infallibly lost; and 
as they were well provided with arms, for each of them 
had a s(‘cc)nd gun lying by tludr side, they thnwv 
themselves boldly on their approaching foe, who found 
Iheinsflves fc.o unex])eeledly saluted and driven back 
by their lire-arms. Three of the live fell b(‘foru their 
bulh‘ts; the third was levelled hy the butt-end of 
I’uK) I’ldo’s musket, just as be was trying to pierce 
him with his spear; and the fiflli eseaped with dilli- 
culty the stabs of the tw’o jMalays. But otiu'rs fol- 
lowed after, for the garrison, engaged with an internal 
toe, had not time to guard the palisades,, and Pulo 
Jhilo found himself suddenly attacked by two other 
warriors, who had sprang over the palisades, while 
a third was raising himself over the sharp breastwork 
behind him, and was just jumping over wit lithe khris 
bi'tween his teeth, wdieii a blow from without struck 
him on the fon'head. The khris slipped from his tei'th 
and fell into the encampment, while the senseless 
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luxly* of tlic warrior followed it, and a loud, oIkm rv 
hurrah — tlu' war-cry of the Europeans, with which the 
iiilialhtants of tlie coast were onl\' too familiar — lilh d 
t1u‘ hearts of the foe with a panic terror, and i;u\e 
the 1.)esii'^ed fresh hopes. 

It was Eraiik, wlio arrived just at the rii;ht tiinr, 
witli Die sliarp jiaddle in his liand, to give tlu' battle a 
most healthy (‘haiig(‘ ; for th(‘ Sumatrans, (hxreivtal by 
tlu' range shout, and fearing a new foe when Diey 
had theii’ liands aliwady full with tlu' old one, sought 
to escapi^ in (wcaw din'ction, lest tlu'V miglit lx* sur- 
rouinh'd and cut to pit‘ces. Ihdo Tulo was at fir^t 
suqtrisi'd, and really believed, with th(‘ enemy, that a 
new reinfort-ement had come to his assistance by some 
wondrous int t'rposition. II(‘ had yot lliought of the 
young (ierman, whom he imagined dt'ad long liefore. 

J'rank, howx'ver, who cdtairly saw that they only 
owed their temporary resciu* to the surjirise ()f tla‘ 
moment, and that they would be hardly able* to resist 
a second attack, which th(*y might conlldeiitly expv'ct, 
collected the little band, who were busily engaged in 
reloading tlu*ir guns beneath tla^ trei*, told them t lial 
he had a canoe lying at the moutii of tli(* strixun, and 
begged them to follow' him to it as quickly as possible, 
Mith all they could carry. 

Ihit A^hilhcr r No matter, oidy away from Ibis 
Coast, where, when ojice discovered, tliey eould mn 
escape death or slavery. AVurse eould not occur to 
them out at sea; and now the wondroiisly-aecpiired 
canoe oiiered them at least a prospect of safety. 

Besides, they had several wounded : Tchuniug bad 
a lanc(* thrust thriiUgh liLs simuhler, one td' the .Mala\s 
a khris wound in the ana and the side, and both felt 
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thcnisolvos so rxliaustc'd, that, when the first excitoinont 
()fUu‘ contest was pass(‘(l, the Cliinese faintcn], and the 
Malay also laid hiinself* under the tree, tliroiigh the 
pain his wound caiis(‘d him. 

TIktc was, c'o]iS(‘({nently, no time to los(‘; aiid if the 
Sumatrans had xaaitun'd to renew the attack just then? 
Die ]ij-l,](‘ hand eoidd Jiot liave withstood tlnan. Ihdo 
Jhiio soon formed his determination; pidlinj^ u]) th<‘ 
palisades on one side, to have a free ])assage, lu^ sid/cd 
th(j s('ns(dess (1dnes(‘, and followed tlie yoiiii^ Karo- 
piain, who had loadial himself with as many et)eoa-mits 
as Jh- eoidd earry, to the fortimatidy not far distant 
eanoe; the iMalay was supported by the otluT, and 
Tji-kandi fornu'd th(‘ rear, with a basket full of juiey 
fruits. The wounded once on board, they all rtdnriH'd 
quickly and (juic'tly to the camp, to lay in a h'W provi- 
sions and arms; but tliey only colh'ctt'd in tladr ]u i’- 
vous hast(' what lay close to baud. Thn'ateiu'd by a 
sava<;<' foe, they did not know whether tlu‘y miglit not 
1)(‘ at tackl'd ai;ain at any moment, and tlu'ir last eliaiice 
of tlii^ht cut oir. Once in the boat and out in the open 
bay, carried liy ilie current, that set to the nortlq 
further and further from tlieir foes, tliey felt them- 
sidves saved, and paddled out slowly and regularly to 
sea., where tluw could only liope to mi‘et with a ship, 
which would save them from the danger^ that had 
iinpimded over them for days. 

And they did not allow themselves a moment’s rest, 
for dawn was already breaking in the east ; and if they 
wero discovered from the shore, they still ran the risk 
of bi'i ng pursued and captured by their embittered 
enemies. Ihit x\hen the sun at length rose over the 
glittering surface of the sea, and the land lav at a 
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^^■.Dsu]«'ral)1o (listnnoo in th(‘ir roar, and not a .sin^lo 
boat was visible on tlie sliori*, they breathed tViadv 
ojice again, and tlic danger wiiieli tliey still ran of 
having their lieavily-laden boat swainjx'd bv a wavi‘ — 
ev<'n th(' possibility ot‘ tailing into the hands of some 
other pirat(‘S— apj)eare(l to them, wlien compared with 
t!i{‘ C(‘rtain d(‘ath tiny had eseapt'd the ])revious night, 
nmch too insignilicaTit to till their hearts with appre- 
limision or anxi(‘ty. 

Hut there was one on board wlmm tlu* fresh air and 
the sunlit sky would not long Ixmellt. Tehuning, the 
ChiiH'se, after na-overing, and at first possi‘ssing sufli- 
eient strength and consciousness to taki‘ his ])lace in 
the bows, and so not impenh' tlu‘ rowcu's, had grown 
worst* ami worst*, ami Tji-kandi, \\]h) ]K)ss('sse<l stum* 
actjiiaintanci* with tin' pathology of wounds, sliotik his 
heatl seriously, and ass(‘rt(*d that tiie point of tin* sp(*ar 
had been ptusoned. At the same time the* sun began 
to burn hotter and hotitT over tlndr heads, the 
wounded man talked inco]ier(*ntly, ;nid threw himst*lf 
about once or twic(‘ witli such Jviolence that he m*arly 
iips(*t the litth* boat; but his stn'Ugth soon gavt* wav, 
and an liour lat(*r he could no longer raist* his arms, 
or even his head. Frank stooped down over him, to 
]iour SOUK* coeoa-milk into his mouth, but though his 
lips huriual fevt'rishly, lie could not swallow tlio 
refreshing draught. 

For a long while he lay there motionless and silent, 
and only the gentle rattling of his lijis slowed that 
he still breathed. His shoulders were terribly sw’olh*!! 
and his face sufl’used wdth blood : all at once it seemed 
as if he had regained consciousiK*ss — he attempt(*d to 
raise himself, and his glance llew' timidly from one to 
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ilio other, and tlicn over the unruffled surface o'f tlie 
sea ; hut it was only for a nioinent — the last struij^gle of 
life with deatli — and when he fell hacdv on his hod, he 
streteh(*d hinist'lf, and fixed his glassy eyes on the 
azure vault ol* heaven, whieli smiled above him for the 
last wilh its sunny light — he was dead. 

The little eom])any sat silynt and sorrowful, with 
their ])addles drawn in — one had again di'parted from 
among them, and death seemed to demand vietiiii 
afita* vietim, in slow but certain succ('ssion. The 
.Malay, too, had grown very ill, and in gloomy sileiua.* 
Ihe imm sat, thinking it might not be long ere the 
ch‘ar s(‘a cov(‘red them all. They did not, however, 
dare to sit thinking for long, wheti the monuait 
demamh'd de(‘ds. , 

“ d'hrow the corpse overboard!” Piilo Pido said, in 
a low voice, which all heard, howi‘V('r : “ wo have 
nothing to l)ind on his feet. ]May Allah grant him 
j)eace ! Ovm’ with him.” 

1ji-kandi and Pi’ank, to whom this was addresscal, 
sihmtly raised the body on the gunwale of ihe boat, 
and the ]\lalay held it there a moment, to mutter a 
whis])t‘ri‘d prayer ; tlu' heart of thi^ Noung Ihiropi'au 
was also ready to burst, and his (we was lixed in 
fervent prayer on the blue, brigiit sky. A Christian 
and a ^Mohammedan were praying hu’ the soul cd* their 
Pagan comrade, and neitlier of them thought that 
God eonld make a distinction hetween them, ^lis- 
fortune brings ns more closely together: wlum far 
away in a strange world, surrounded by the woiuhu’s 
of the Almighty, we only tliink of the all-loving God 
. ai)ovi', and it does not occur tt) us that lie eaii make 
a dilfereuce between His childi’en because one bows to 
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llio tlie ollirr to ilic west, in prnyin<]j to Him -- 
for tlu’v arc* all His cliilclren. 

.\ft(*r the* sliort [)raycr was (.*ndecl, tlie two lowc’rc’cl 
tlu* body slowly into the water: but tbc'V did not 
look after it au^ain -ilu‘y had no weight to fasten tv) 
its feet, and they kiu'w that it would rise* again to the* 
surt'aee, a ec'rtain and welcome ])rc*y for the fislu's. 
Jhdo Ihilo also lifted bis paddle from the* water, and 
bowed bis bead, as the canoe slowly mo\(‘d ])ast tin* 
body; but then, st‘tting to work lustily, the four mcm 
workc‘d with all tlu'ir strength to leaver the corpse 
bc*bind. 

Hut with this it seemed that their troubles were* to 
t(‘rminate, for a favouring star benec;fortb presided 
over their (h'stiny. I'ollow ing theip t rack in j)c*rfeetly 
calm Aveather out to sea, tlu'v paddhal ineessantly, 

i] i sj)ite of the heat, t ill evc'uing, w lum Pulo Ihdo sud- 
(h'ldy sj)rang uj), and with a shout of joy announeiMl a 
sail. He was not mistaken; at a grt‘at distance from 
them still, but, as could be clearly distiriguislu‘d, hold- 
ing a dit'c'ct course* towards them, the high masts <jf 
an European or American ship gradually rose, but 
the w ind died almost entirely aAvay, and the* night fell 

ii] )()n them ere th(*y had drawn near enough to sem 
the hull from their canoe, and eonsc‘cjuently th(*y could 
not ho])e to be*s(*eii fnmi it. l)irectly after sunset, 
the breeze freshened, hc^wev(*r, and Pulo Eulo took 
one of the still unused j)addlc*s, broke* it in pieces, 
and shar[)ening one end, he hc'gan rubbing it cpiiekly 
against the other, while throwing his whole weiglit 
npoii it. In a few minutes a light smoke rose*, and 
the rubbed j)ortion of the wood grew' black, and somcn 
ten minutes after, the fine sawdust produced by the 
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friction cauglit lire. A piece of cocoa matting, wlileli 
the INlalay wore for a waist-b(^lt, was soon kindled from 
it, and it was an easy task to produce a bright ilaiiie 
with Honu' finely shr(*d wood. 

This fire th(‘y cautiously k(‘pt uj), until ihi'y eh'arly 
saw the outlim^ of the whole vessel on the bright 
horizon, and then th(‘y fed the fiaine, fill it burnt up 
firmly with pi(‘ei\s of wood cut off another jiaddle, as 
Avell as one of their spear-handles. At the same time*, 
th(‘y joiiuul th(‘ir voic(‘s in one loud shout, and fin'd 
tlieir guns sevt'ral times, althougli tin* wind blew 
from the vessel, and they could scarcely hope to be 
lieard. 

I>ut tlui fire had been seen — one of the peojde on 
board, who had mounted the shrouds to bring down 
some linen hung u|) Ihere to dry, had sei'ii tlu' illumi- 
nation and fold tlu' captain of it. lie did not put 
much faith in it at first — they might be hostile prahus, 
which with their long guns had often proved dangerous 
t<> even larger vesstts, and won' off to get more si'a- 
rooiii ; but the rising moon illnmiiu'd the water sudi- 
eiently to let^ them see tlu' single IkkiI, then at so short 
a (listanc(‘ from them, and on drawing nearer, they 
also lieanl the shots and sliouts. 

The bows now fell offlliewind, straight in tlic direc- 
tion of the light, ilashing over the sea : on the bowsprit 
a sailor was statioiu'd, to call out to tlie lielmsmaii, 
when they had riiti near enough, or if he noticed 
anything susj)ieious. To leewards several of the 
ert'w wt're posted, to throw a roj)e as they passed 
to the boat, or raft, or whatexer it might be, and 
wiieii they eame up to them the captain backed his 
foresail. 
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The line flew out, and was seized and In'ld finnly 
bv the arms joyfully held out to them; a few minuti's 
later the little boat lay on the lee of the ship, one of 
the lines was fasteiual round the body of thewomuhal 
^lalay, to lift him on board, and when Ihilo Ihilo hati 
handc'd tlie last things out of the eanoe io one of 
th(' sailors, he loosened the rope and elimbeil on 
board. When tlu‘ yards again flew round, atid the 
sfnls filled, the eanoe remained behind in thi‘ Aessefs 
track, and only the lire still burning in its ])ow, aie' 
wlileh had set oti lire the thwarts, e:leamed lilo* a pale 
siar lloating on the water, till it also disa^ipeareil .i’.v 
the darkness and mist. 


CJlAPTElt XXVI. 

now F17ANK ItKiriLN'KU IIOAIE, AND WAS ('rUm Ol 
Ills J.OXOINU IX A MOST rM'iaiASANT WAV. 

rrmik snv'! LTood-byc to Tji-k;in«li. Arriv.t.l in 

cliii ft iiii’s klii'is. I''raijk iiijiki-s ;i pjtMl bargain. II*- rf vi'U- 
ills Innijt*. Sad ciian;^'e.s. llislfclcii has disaj»j>cart;d. Fr.nik 
turns lilautcr. 

Thk slilp, whieii came from Singa[)ur(‘ and wa.s liome- 
Avard hound, was an Annoaean brig, with a eargo for 
llosiun, and the skij>|)er kindly oiVen d to take tlielitth; 
band, Avhose adveniures Frank had described to him, 
to that city. The ^Malays, however, earnestly desired 
to be lauded in one tif the ]'higli.<b or Dutch Indian 
ports, in order to return to their homes, and Captain 
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SIdcudi proinisod to run in to Piilo Penang, an 
Englitsli s('tll(Mn('ni, and land tliorn tlierc ; Avith 
the next nionscHni tliey would liave opportunities 
evt'ry \v(‘ek to return to Java, without lu'ing ex- 
poHCul to any otlier danger than that of'llie wind and 
waves. 

Prank liad giv(‘n up his design of remaining in 
liiilia; tlie lionioward-hound shi[), wliich would put 
into poi’t oidy a few miles from the spot wluuv he laid 
sj)('nt ilu' greater j)ortioii of his youth, and where 
friends ATry dear to liim still resided, awak(MU‘d all his 
old swe(‘t reminiseonees ; and though tlie golden 
dreams, Avith Avliieh he had set forth in the land of the 
rising sun had not been rcali/aal, and lu^ returned to 
his home as ])oor ;is Avhen he left it, and only rieh in 
('xp(‘rien(*e through the wild advamtures he had wit- 
iK'ssed ; still lu' brought ba(‘k his strong, sound limbs, 
and \viti\ thos(‘, lu‘ kueAv well, he could everywhere 
establish his own home. 

A few days later the l)rig rcaehed tlu* island of 
Penang, op[)osit(‘ tlie coast of Alalaeea, and Fi-aiik took 
a cordial farewell of his old eompanioiis, of whom 
Tji-kandi eonld scarce part Avith him. The fat Alalay, 
indeed, hesitated a long Avhile, Avhetluu’ ho should not 
go with his young friend to his cold northem home, 
and Ha'O Avith him there; but the thought of his own 
bamboo hut., omboAvered in palms and pisang, possibly 
dispi'lled every idea of this nature, for Avhcn the others 
AV(‘re seated in the boat, and he still stood on deck 
inuhrided, and holding the young maids hand tiglitly 
clasped, he suddenly began shaking bis bead, and 
then glided down the rope into the boat, as if he 
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Vs afn\i(1 of bring ]('ft b(‘li!n<1, or \v{'n’ n<>t s;o;to 
ft i tni!i Aviu'tlior lie slioukl not rtMnaiii llioiv of his ( 0 \n 
arcord. 

An hour lator the boat roturnod aboard, ovmy -ai! 
was sol, and tlio sin'p clofl its raj)id way ihroiioji lla- 
wators. 

'flic vovago was porfornn‘d sa^dx andwilhoiil anv 
fni'llKa' ad\oniiiros : tlie brig was a good sailin’, and in 
s|a‘to of rathor a violinit storm at tho C'aj)(\ wiiio h foiii- 
jOclIfM! tlmin to lay to for thriM^ da\ s iiniloi* (‘lo.-oh roof'. d 
>ai), tln'y (loiiblod it safoly, and aflt'r a voyagi' of IlO 
da}'s roaoliod (\*ip(‘ Cod, and cast aiiolior fa* tiic fr-,! 
tniK’ again oil* Boston, in AiiK'rioan waloi's. 

Brjiiik was in tlio un[)loasant ])osilio!i of ’'ring 
r. M’fod to hold on tho Inv-ad continmit of Aiiioiafa 
witlu>ut a lialfponny ; t]u‘ only thing ho had hi’ongl'l 
hack with liiin was tho kliris holoiiging to tho Siim;;. 
ti'an (ddi'ftain, whoso hilt was richly gihhal and 
:']'p(‘arod vtny liiaivy, and was in addition si't wiili 
]:andsoino stoni'S. Tlio Aineriiaan captain had told 
];im till' w('a[)on wavS much mori' valuahlo tlian !i<* 
imaginod, for tlio Indian cldi'ftains fnipjcntly o\- 
j oiidod ononnous sums on thosi' weapons, which wore 
mad(‘ lioirlooms, and remained in ]>o>‘-o.ssion (»f tin* 
familv at any cost ; 1)ut !'’raidv was unwilling to j)art 
with it, for ho hopml to ho soon’ai)l(‘ to earn a few 
dollars hv tlie lahonr of his hands. 

For all tliat, on arriving at Bo^toji, he went to a 
jewidlers, to impiiiv after its jirobahli* value, fic 
liad fancied tlie man would otimate it at Ion or 
fifteen dollars, but scarcely believed his I'ars, when the 
jeweller, after a long and careful (jxamination, ofl‘cred 
H 
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liiin '],r>00 dollars for it, and wlien lie aiteiiiptc'cl to^eavL* 
tlu' sfiop In »iii('r amazement, advanced to 2 , 000 , 2 , 500 , 
and finally to 2>,()0() dollars. 

Frank had, howev('r, Loon too inii(di about among 
strangers for the last y(‘ars to be easily taken in, 
and eonvima'd that the khris, if the lirst jewelii'r 
otVered him such an (‘iiorinous sum for it, must cer- 
tainly h(Mvo!*th still mor(‘, be decided on not acce[)ting, 
just at piH‘>ent, the money, wblcb, with bis modt^it 
ideas, would make bim a rich man, b\it on tirst making 
eaia'fnl impiiries as to bow much lie might expect 
fiiilv for th(‘ gold and the coloured stones, lie did 
not. (‘xactly understand in what the enormous value of 
such ornaments consisted. 

]'\)r this purpose he now walked into the main 
street (»fthe city, and into one of the largest ji*weller\s 
shops h(‘ eoiild find tluTe. 1'here W{M\‘ [)iirc]ias('rs in 
th(^ simp, and the young hdlow, shahhily dressial in 
sailor’s clotlu'S, had no attention jiaid him : tlu* ladi('S 
wer(‘ seh'eting some ornaments, and (*ould not decide 
nhat to havt‘, until the old gentleman who aeeom- 
pauii'd tlauu — for th(' je\^eller. Uiok no notice ol‘ him — 
turned kindly to him and a>ked what he might want, 
as he app(‘are(l to he tired of waiting. 

Frank, who felt grateful for thi.s polite address, 
took the khris from his belt, and show Ing it to the 
old genth'man, told him that be bad come to iiujuire 
its precise value. 

’’riie stranger’s exelamation of surprise, when la* saw 
the valuable jewelled weapon, soon brought the jeweller 
to his side, and in admiration they regarded llie 
splendid work, as well as the rich glittering stoiie.s 
with which the hilt was thoroughly covered. 



tht: kiiims. 


2.',0 

I'rrmlv w.As (»l)llu;('(l t(» ilioin a full nrc<niut of 

iiow lit’ liatl lu‘C(Min' possessed of it, and Iu' 

rawic fi’oni, :nid tlio youni^ frllow’s bi'l^hi, oj)rii cyt*, 
as w(‘l! as ]ns sun-1.)unit skin, woro a jj;LiaraiiU‘e that 
])(* sj>okt‘ tin* tiadli. 

I’rank sf)()ii found that ho liad done wt'll in refusiiiuj 
the lin^t oHor inadt' lilin, for llio pn'sont jh'wi'lha*, a 
l'h’( nrti!uan and r\(*<‘llcnl jud^o ol* ])i*(‘cious stonos, 
1;rM'dtli(' v;iliK‘ oftiio woa])on, in diamonds and jowois 
alone', at i. l.OtK) dollars, which llu' «»ld -('nth'inan 
oifered to pay him in cash, it‘ lie woidd I't'main a. 
couple of elay.', iji tlic city, and did not receive a lu'tte'r 
olfe!'. At tin' sanu' tiim* he iinitc'd liim to conn* and 
''tay at liis house, and advanceil him some' money to 
dn ss him rt'spe'ctahly. 

It can I <' <'oncciv('d how i^ladly tlie \onnt; man 
ae-cept<'d s!ieh a frii'iidls oll'cr: la* I'l'inaim'd a foj't- 
iiiudit in his house, and was tn'a’o'd ipiile lilo' a mem- 
her of the iamilv ; so much did they lov(' Iln' youni^, 
horn's! lad, ^^]|o liad expend'iiced such ext raordinary 
adventurt's, and described tln'in so plainly and mo- 
dt'stly. Hut lie could not Ix'ar to re'inain anv longer, 
for his lieart drew him westwards, to the )o\e]y hajiks 
of tlu’ iliid>on. Then, he couhl ])nreliase land, esta- 
hlish a farm, and evtaitually — ah! Jiis lieart hounded, 
whem lit' thought of tht' Wtdframs and liis lit I le friend 
IK-lt'ii, hut lit' really did ]iot know what jilans passed 
Ihitmeli his mind, llt'lt'ii must ha\e ;:rown very tall 
aiitl })rett\ • and old Wolfram? Frank hluslu'd for 
the old man, when he t]iou:,^ht of the ev(‘niiig when 
Wtdfram had stolen the old man’s tnaisure, and had 
tluis driven him out into tlie wide, wldt* woi'hl ; hut 
he felt no anger, no disgust against him — all was past 
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aiul pjoiio, aiul old AV^olfrani was at any rato 11 ('leu’s 
fatluT. 

The old gontlcinan bought tho klinn of him, and 
Tranlv deposited tlm money by his advice in lloston, 
until h(‘ had soni(‘ good pnrpos(*to put it to, and th('ii 
need only call it in. But although lu‘ h'lt grieved to 
jjart from IIk^ worthy man, Ik' was glad to (piit the 
larg(‘ city, so strange to him. 11 longcal to set' tiio 
woods onci' again around him, and the train which 
bor(' him homewards travelled almost too slowly for 
him. 

On til c next morning, ho sot out from Alhany on 
hoard tlu' stt'amer for th(^ little town of Hudson, and 
tlion walkt'd huri'it'dly toward.s the little colony, with- 
out making himst'lf known to any of ids former 
friends, or evt'ii asking how ihost' fart'd to wliom lit' 
was so much atiaclu'd. Ah ! lu' still^ knew evt'ry 
road anti lantg every stone in the path, t'very ovt'v- 
hanging hraneh. But tht' hnsht's had grown talh'r, 
nt'w houst's and farms had heeu built, a tew trees ht' 
liatl lovt'tl had been felleil ; the small stream, on whieh 
Hucli ht'aniifnl tlowt'rs tmee grew, was stt>})pt‘d up, and 
etivt'red with lit'ams ami tln.st, for an enter[)rising set- 
tler intended tt) build a mill over it ; and wlx'u he at 
last reaehed the old well-known stilt', where he had 
])lay('d as a child, and had afterwards hiuiself out tho 
hireli poles, whieh served as a baiustratle to t herongli- 
hewii board thrown across, ho found — aiitl the tears 
stt)t)tl in his t'vt's, when ho diseovort'd tho iitiprovournf 
— an t'logantly ibrmed, paintod liridgo ovt'r tho noisy 
stn'am, and the large inoss-covorod stone, whieh had 
ftirmerly ht'ld tho upper end of tho plank, strijipetl 
of its covering, and now painted white, in order that 
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I'rrso^i? inii;lit avoid it at iiiglit, and not istuinlilo 
over it. 

JIo had now r(‘acliod tho spot wliert' his ujrand- 
i'athcr's honso had stood- stood? — lliry had h't’i tlu‘ 
spot still tlu'n*, 1)nt instead of th(‘ ilark ‘^roy shlin^lr 
I'.tof, wliieli had torjiH*rly boiMJ oinl)owoivd anioiiii; tall 
vhcstniit and liickory Iri'os, lio now found a ^ady 
painted bi'iek building, with a bright rod tilt'd roof, 
;ilid tlu' tj'i'os arouml liad bot'n out down, to niakt" 
room for a young, but still Vi'ry st'ody-looking ort'hard. 

I'h'ank 1 nrned away— ht‘ conhl not again t'ntort lu^ 
house, for it siimnioiu'd up too sorj*o\\ fnl j’eniiniseonta'S 
— towards Wolfram’s farm. Hut t'Nt'ii the busht's, 
wbieh hatl fbriiK'j-ly stooil between the two farms, and 
where the old man had ])nried hij; ]jione\', wert' now 
rooted lip ami the gnmiid leiieed in- -the hw \eai's 
liad (‘lleelt'd an i‘\t raordinary cliaiigi' in the little 
i-oloiiy, and Frank eonld not I'eeognise the sj)ol . 

Tremliiing with neiwousuess and e\(‘itenu'nt, In' 
walked along a broad path, wliieb httia/ lead t(» Wol- 
fram’s farm. There still stood the small hi>use— his 
iii'art bonndi'd jo \ fully- -the sanu' hi* liad so often and 
so ghnily entered, (jod lie praised, that spot at lea;^l 
had not been atleeted b\ all these ehaiiges, and the 
A\ ulframs ? — ihit beliind lie saw a large new Imihl- 
ing--had he built so tine a bouse to Hm' in, and made' 
all these iinjiroN eiiieiits r A few minutes mn>t procunj 
liim eertainty on all these ^ubjeets, and he ran rather 
than walked along tlie palliway. Asuw lie had reaelied 
the cottage, blit the door wa.'' elo.^ed, wdiicb lie had 
always before found <»j)eji ; bis hand \va.s on the }ia5p, 
but lie did not dare to open — lia I vvliut was that ?— a 
horse was whinnying within. 
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‘‘ ITalloo, yoini^^ sir, iind who do you wnut ” a 
voice shouted at this inoiiHUit ; and turniiii^^ round 
huri*l(‘d]y, lu' saw a mulatto in an ostler’s jacket and 
a littk' red cap oil his lu'ad, couiinc; ii]) to liiin. 

“ I’m looking for ]\lr. Wolfram’s family,” said 
IVauk, in surprise', to the new comer. 

[n tli(.' stahh'P” laughed the mulat.to ; ‘‘you’ll 
hardly find him th(‘r(‘.” 

“A sta])l(‘?” Frank shouted in amaz('UH'ut. and 
th(' yellow fellow opent'd the door to him with a hroad 
grin. 

Then ]ierhap.s they live in that house' ? ” he said, 
after a short jiausi', with innv ho])e. “ ?dr. Woll'ram 
lias jierhaps hi'ceimo a rich man, and has 

Tlu‘ yellow ou(\ shook his head, and said, as he 
closed the deior again : 

“ If the jU'rson’s naim* was AVolfram ^yhe> foriiu'rly 
lu’ld this farm, he’s gone to TiOuisiaua ; the' preseuit 
owiKTofthis plaea' is Air. Aiorton, from Teiiessee -we 
came he'd* aheeut thirte'en memths haedv.” 

And as if he* had said eneuigh, and wishe'el to hre'ak 
ofl’ any further e*onversatieni, he slmve'd his hand& in 
his ])ock('ts, and walked whistling towards the large 
liouse, which was, probably, the family re'sieh'iice. 11 ut 
Prank tnriu'd aw‘ay inournfully, and walke*d slowly 
back to tlu' N'illage, williout looking after,:i single' oiu' 
of his old acquaintances; all was so fearfully changed 
in comparativedy so short a time, that lu* laid ue)l the 
heart to ask afte'rany one else, and he was only re'cog- 
iiisc'd by a tewy and heartily welcomed in lludsein. 

But what he had heard from the mulatto was con- 
firmed here. Wolfram, who had suddenly obtained a 
sum of ready money, no one knew how', seemed to 
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I.iavp scj tDniu'iiti'i] hy llio fiirioslly <>[' Ills lu'!:;])- 
|i<un*s, tluil Ik' soIJ Ills little lUrin, anti ttuik ^illj^ 
.‘il ])Ostt>n for ]N’e\v Orleaus, where he, it wa.s saiil, 
iiii (‘!!ileil to huy a eotlon nutl silLjar plaiitallt)ii. No 
e.!K‘ ktU'W anything inert' alumi him. 

And should I'rank renuiiii liere, whert^ all, all was 
strangt' 1(> liiin? The ]tlaiis 1 k‘ had tdrnu'rly f)rmeil, 
]io\v hi' would huy a farm ht‘n‘ and (‘staldi.sh his home, 
a{>[)o:irt'd li' him now tiol (‘\atd1v suitahh'. lit' was 
still too young, and Hit' norlheiai eountry, wlan 
^iripjx'd tif the liaek ground with which he had in- 
vt'sted it, did not ap’iear to liim so pleasant a^^ ht' liad 
1 incit'd, wht'n he thought ol* tin' tropical lamls lit' had 
vi^ilt'd. At least, he saitl tlius mncli in his own i-xcust' ; 
anti when he tt4tl his friends iii .Hudson that he 
iiileiuh'd to ri'turn to Ho.-ioii and rt'gulale his inoiu'y 
matters, lu' was iirml\ det('rmined to tak(‘ ad\antagi‘ 
o'* the first sliip, and also go to Xew Orleans. It was 
]!ossih]e that lie might find Wolfram's trail, and tlu' 
old man could give him the best ad\ict! how to lay out 
ius nmmey. 

Old Wollram : Xo, ]i(‘ f'lt a horror of the man, and 
yet he longed to see liis family, he <’onld sc:n*c<ly 
e\])]aiu wliy. Ih' Avonl»l not eoiife>s to him.-flt twen, 
that tlie inagm't of altraetion^ was .Heh'n, whc;se 
er.iidish pure heart, and sweet temper, had so ire- 
(jneiitlv consoled llie lad, when sorrow and dt‘S])air 
weiglu'd liim down. She was in truth the finly being 
that liad taken an inteiv.st in him ; who had loved and 
ciCiseled him, a [lour orj)han, like a faithful sifter ; ami 
lie wlio knows the misery and dic.solateness of stamling 
alone in tlu' wide world, and having no one — no omi 
who rejoices when we come, or feels sorro\v wln*n we 
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depiirt — 1 k' will find it ojisily vx\ li(;al)K‘, that tlu^ 
tstran^^er no ]ojig(3r (;ared for tlie placo which he once 
called his lionic, and that he long('d to be far away 
from it, set'kiii;:; ior a more friendly abode. 

In Boston li(‘ only rtanained a single day on this 
oeea^inii, f >r a s('h()on('r sailed tlie very next iiiornio:; 
fer \(‘w Orleans^ in which lu‘ immediately took liis 
j)a^s;i^^(‘. Tlie voyag(' was rapidly and saiely aeeoiii- 
jilislic'd; but I'rauk Wildman soon found himself iis 
de.Nolatt' in tlu^ “ (^ueen City of tiu' South,” as th(‘ 
mai^niliet'ut \('w Orleans is calhal by the Ahun'ieajis, 
as li(' bad recently 1)eeii in Hudson. Though he found 
traces ol’ th(‘ AVolframs, he found nothing more, and 
ev('iy alti'inpt to diseovt'r them anywheiH^ in tlu' 
lmiii(‘iis(‘ stati^ was fruitless. They had eeriainly 
lauded at New Orhains, hut had then gone up the 
riscM* ill one of th(‘ 'Mississljipi steamers, aud, a(*eording 
til some, settled below IJd/oH Bouyr, a small town on 
the i\l ississippi ; aeeording to others, at ra]s(‘ Uiw'r, 
or FiU'ssr lurln't'j in the vielnity of the settlement of 
I\/i/ifr CoHjt/c ; but Trank could not find the exaet 
spot, and al’liM* wandering to no purpose^ about tliat- 
iK'igldioiirhood, which ph'asial him excessively, he 
linally determined ini remaining then*, and eventually 
se'ttliiig on the mj|je\stic river, which has such a 
magical charm over all who have once visited it. 
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CHAPTER XXV 11. 

IX ssmcii I’EAXlv AIEKTS WITH A XVMl’.KK Ol oLI) 
ALA^i: AIN r VNCES AM) M.W A U S i. N T T KllS. 

An intrrvnl of fivo yoiiiN. Frank lia'^ l(Oc<*iiiM a land dwin i . 
Hayon Sarali. Tl]^e hot(?l. Two straii^^o laillrs. |•'|•aI)!^; 
niak's; ;i (liscoviTV. He «»verln'a.rs a eoiiversat ion. ’’flic j da a 
for t lie ruhljery. 'Hie ,su|»i»er labK;. Frank ree".^ri]iy,.^ ,,[,i 
friend. 

Till' ri'udt'r iiiiist now luinlly li\(' soars |)a^l, 

wliioli Frank wiail throuij^Ji a roi;ii!ar I'oiirx' <.{’ 
a})pnMi[ie('>hip in llio lifo of tin* soiitin'rn planlat inns 
on llie Atidialalasa — a spi'oios of pnanat nr(‘ [ia-^sa^n; 
of tlic Mi.ssissippi into tin* Cnlf of ^Ft'vioo'- and })n’- 
pared liinisolf {’ainously for inainn^iiiLj an (‘slalo of Ids 
own. ^lon<T alone does not qualily n^ to fill any post ; 
we innst first acquire tlie know)t'do;(‘, in wljah'vi'r ranf>: 
of* lif(‘ it 1)e. Vnless a landlord is willlinj^ to t/*nst to 
Ills people, inspeeiors and ov('rseors, into whoso liaiuls 
lie is dc)iven*d, w liether tliey deal lion(‘>(!y liy him or 
^o-adiially i-nin liis e.stales, la* nuist umlrrstand all'airs 
thoroughly; lor this jiurpose serve from tlse piko 
iqiw’ar Is, and understand twen tin* most trivial mat tors 
tiiorouohly ; aft(Twards he can say that li(‘ stands 
inde])i‘n{lent in the world, ami ean oceujiy th(‘sdt na- 
tion into which cin-unistances or his own fna? will 
hav(' liroiutlit him. The artisan must first have heeii an 
apprentie(‘ — tlie .skipper, ])oy and .'^ailor — ami any line 
who passes over these first steps as imnec*i.‘'i>ary mu^t 
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not; imfroquoiitly turn back and begin again In Ins oi l 
days, or ])ay bitterly Tor bis negb'ci. 

I'rank bad la cai clever enongli not; to Udl a soul 
tbat be bad naMiey ai bis disposal, and nislied to pnr- 
claise a j)lanlatioii of bis owji ; oiui after llie oilier 
would liave be(‘Ji I’ccoinnuaided to him, and be would 
nev(‘r have kiiowai c('rtainly wludluM' pi'opb' na'ani 
boiK'stly by biiu, or oidy wisbed to get rid <>1* tbeir 
land at a bigb ])rice. 'J’bus it came about, tbat in live 
years bo could tak(‘ advantag(‘ of an opportunity, w lani 
a planter was forccal to sell bis plantation, situatcal 
bel.W('(‘n tbe Atcbafalaya and tbe conilueiU'O of tbe 
.i'^alse .l^iv(‘r with tlu^ ]\lississipi)i, wbicb I^'raiik kiuwv 
to b(' valuabb\ and on tbe very n(‘\t day be {‘ound 
bimself (Mitire ownervof a large, tbongb very negb'etod 
sugar [dantatiou, W'lneb be maiiagi‘d biinsi'lf, and wbieli 
aftc'r tlu; lii'st yiair jiromiscHl to n'pay liiin tlu* w hole' 
fortune wbicb the b>rnu‘r owjier bad dissipated by 
riotous living and utit'r lu'glcci ol’ Ins dutie's. 

It. was tlu’ turn of tbe se'cond year since' braiik bad 
undcj’takcn tlu' inanage'iueiit of bis ow n planlat ion, 
W’ben lu' re'turiu'd one day from a business journey, 
wliicb bad take'u liim to Ikiyou Sai'ab, a litile te)wn 
just opj)ositi' Point Ctnipee, ami dete'riuined to pass the 
night at tbe terry botv,l in tbe latter town, to await a 
luc'rcantile friend who was going to arrive'* tbat e'vcii- 
ing with tbe mail steamer frtuii iNew Orleans. 

In tbe holed be found everybody much busied: two 
ladies b;ul arrived from the iiite'ruir of the' country, 
from one' of tbe bayous tbat pours into the Keel Kiver, 
aceoin|)auie'd by a lu'gro and a mulatto woman, to go 
down to New Orleans with tbe morre)w's mail ste'amer. 
Tbe hotel people a])pearedto know them, and spc*ke a 
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(Ir-.'il IIk' wc'nlili of llu' o]:l v, idow, wlu) u:i> 

abinil 1<) ({uii liOiilsKina and rciurn to (nu* oi‘ thr 
noii lir rn slnios. 

[’rank sal at ta.bl(‘ inalvinn nj') Ids ln>t dinner, 
^\illl lii' ])ai‘k Innu'd toward llu' door, and paid little 
attention to the eonversal ion, ^\ hieh. . i{ no 

:;iier(‘^t tor liiin, but et)uld not help liearin^ ('vei'v 
^\(ird \\hieli some ])ersons wlio laid jn>t milered saiil, 
as tin- stv'iid at a window to s(a't]n‘ lady pass ])v. 

Xid. so rieli, sir r said tlie l)ar-k('t'p(M-, a voiin^ 
oi'i'fth', to a remark inad(5 by oni' <d’lhe strani^na's; 
“ not so rieli r 1 can assun' you, tin* old H'Mitlem.an 
IkkI a tidy sum oi* momw \\]u'n be came to !.«)uisiana 
som.e eii^lit seiirs batdv : tlieii la* Ibi Plessi's 

( slate on idil-e Iviver, whicli ln‘ ‘icdd ai^ain two yt ai'S 
after, and tlu' tionl knows liow many tbon>and d( l- 
bii’s In' niad(' ]»y tin* bargain. Jb‘>ides that, he dro\'(‘ 
a trade in ni^m*!’^^ without his wife, wlio couldidt 
bear siieh a tldnit, knowing Jinytliini;- about it,\\hieh 
I'l’onyht th(‘m in almost a ftudune every week ; and, 
w it h t’ae t hree j)lautatious w hich In* aft erw ards houglit 
on tlie IJavou Opelousa, and which his widow has anain 
sold to a l‘h’('in']i company for gooil Fionisiaiia haidv- 
not('s, she must have nearly half a ndllituj in the 
little box wliieli tlie nigg('r always (airrles at their 
het'ls. Not rieli ! ” the young fellow tlieii added, as 
if talking to himself, and in a tom? (d’ snjn'c'ine eon- 
tt'm])t ; “I only wish I was heir to old Wolfram, 
rd l(dl w hetlu'r 1 was rich or not.” 

AVollram ? ” Frank laid down kidfe and fork, and 
looked aft('r tlie talkative creole, whom he called to 
him; but the latter saw' and heard iiotliing, for lie 
was so jealous about the denied w'ealth of the demi 
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miUlonjiirc,” I'Vaiik was coiiip^illcd to tap' 1ns 

glass with Ills kjiilh. 

Just as tlu' liiillc'p starts up wlieu liis uiill-wlieel 
st()])s — ^^jiist as tlio huiitrr ol* tlu* Wi'stcrn woods is lud 
urousod 1)}' llu? l()ud(‘st clap ol‘ tliuiidcr, bul hears tlic 
crawling sicj) of the wolf in the dry leaves — so tlic 
soumi of nu‘lal and glass aifects the hoily of a waitc'r ; 
and if, tliroiigh any sudden CAciteineiit, he can neither 
s('e nop hear anything (‘Lc, that recals him instantane- 
ously to his duties. 

\Vaiti‘r ! ” Wildman said to the ra])idly apjtroacli- 
iiig ministering spirit, wiiat Wolfram’s tliat : ” 

‘‘ J'h*(jm Ni*w Vork, sir.” 

Si ah* or city r ” 

‘^Sir?” * . 

^M)oes he come from the state or city of Xc*u 
York ? ” 

J ojily know a city, sir.” 

“All yes: can yiui give me tin* Cliristian names 
of thcM* ladi(‘s r ” 

“(k'riainly, sir,- directly; nothing is easier tlian 
tliat - they art* on their boxes : the young lady’s name 
is Jlelt*n; but tlie old lady ” 

-Fraidv felt that the hhiud rushed to his tein]»les, 
and he sprang up tjiat the creole might not see Inm 
blush. 

So, then, old AVolfram was dead! ]lis first feeling 
vvas tt> rush It) tlu* ladies’ room and gret't tliem as old 
frit'iids ; but on the way, the fear atlccted him that 
they were lunv rich, very rich, and miglit rcccivt* him 
politt‘ly, but not cordially, — and that was the last hope 
left him frt)m his ehildliood ; why should he risk its 
destruction ? 



FlIAXK' AIAKTIS A lUSCOVrin . ‘JF,!) 

I'Ikmi it oiTiirrrJ to liiin tliat ho had a]{(‘rt' 1 so 
i.o'rat ly in tiu' last yoars, tl)at lu* luaul liardly trar hrlnu^ 
]‘r(/o^nis(‘d by pt'oph' to whom lio had, aftca* all, ’boon 
.‘dwa\s a st '‘an^Ma* ; aiul lio didcaaniiH'd t() (‘oiivoi-sr 
with tluMii tlu' n(A\l mornin*;, (»r p(M‘]ia])s th:it ovtaiinL; 
at Mipp(n\ and gradually brinLi; tlu‘ oonvi'fsat i(»n to 
their tbriiK'r i’(‘sld'‘nci‘ on t]i(‘ Hudson. I*('r!iaj)s ihi'v 
would rc'inenilx'r him kindly, and tluai tln're would be 
plenty of time tt) makt‘ himscdt* known, and to sav, - 
‘‘ ddie liLi^ht-liaired, bln(‘-(‘y(‘d, (hdicati* lad, who tpiit ted 
th(' north a ])oor orphan, has i^rown into tlu' dark- 
liaired, bearded, and j)ow(‘rfn] man ; l)iit his heart has 
I'ver remained the sanua a?id lie lias mwer tbri;(dlen 
\ on for a monu'iit throui^h all that h)nL^ and s(n’rowrnl 
ti'ne; ’’ and it’ they did not rcMnember him. whv, t1)en 
he would takt' a p<dit,e I’anwvadl of them in the morn- 
ini!;, just as wo do with stranujers wdiom \\(‘ meet on a 
j ''iriu’y: wlailiwer his own fe<dinu^s miL(ht be in that 
(■as(', the ‘\stranL:;<'rs” should ii(‘ver become ae(piainted 
wit h them. 

\Viththis d<‘termination he w'alki'd intothe garden, 
partly to distracd Ins thoui;hts, partly to await the 
arrival orth(‘ post-boat, wlii(di was sj)eedily expected. 

A lofty China tree stood in front ol’llu' ferry hot(d, 
in xvhieh a former owner had fornual a seat, and built 
a narrow flight of stairs up to it. Close below it ran 
the gard(*u hedge, and tlu* thiekly-haived and tIow(‘r- 
eovered brandies formed sudi an imjieiiotrabh^ wall 
on tile sidt‘ wliere the road ran along tin* Mississippi, 
tliat no one could bo setm thtnua^ in tlu' tro(\, nor 
would sii})])ose any one to bo there, unless acquainted 
with the stairs concealed in the hushes. 

The young man cdinibed into thi.s tree, for it 
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aflbrded a prosjx'ct down tlic stroam, of a s])ot wbid: 
ilio steanu'r innsi ])a.ss. l]ut; tlio nniil-hoat arris i‘d 
very laic on this day, and tlie twilight S(‘t in ; even 
the lircHics hegan io glisten among the flowers, and 
AVildman was still seaUa] in the tree, listening to the 
gentle ninrniur of the river that ran close at his feet, 
and 11)0 riislliiig of the leaves. 

(Jenlly whis])('ring voices beneath him recalled him 
to his s(‘ns(‘s, and he rose slowly to dc'sccmd th(‘ stejis, 
and ri'tnrn 1o the hoUd, in which th(‘ lii'st sn])})er btdl 
had been alri'ady rung, avIkmi the voi(‘e of oji(M)fthe 
spt‘alv('rs bel(.)w made him start, and in listening to it, 
lu‘ ov(‘rh(‘ard what it said. Half a million - non- 
sense'!” gi’owh'd one of the men ludow, and Fi'ank 
striK'k his IbrelK'ad, as he strove' to n'cal this voic(’, 
which snmnioni'd np deep, long past, and almost for- 
gotti'n sc('iies. AVhert' had he hc'ard it J)efoi‘(', ajid 
why did tin' sound make him trt‘m])le in\ (diintarily ? 

“ And 1 tell you it’s triu*,” rt'pliial th(‘ other 
speaker, in whom Frank fancied ht‘ n'cognised tla^ 
giu'sf who had been talking with the wailei* ; in tlio 
chest, which the nigger lugs aftt'r liis mistress, are 
till' bank notes, and to-morrow morning, willi the 
steamer, thi' booty will escape us. fSuch a chance 
occurs only once in life, and it will make our for- 
tunes.” 

Hang it all ! ” said the other, in a gentle, half- 
su]>]uvssed voice, and Fraidv could have sworn it 
belonged to an old acquaintance ; “ if that ’s the case, 
I’d be the last to say ^no’ to such a plan. Who 
sleeps at night in the house?” 

TS\) one, whom we can’t manage with our crew,” 
was the satisfactory reply. “ The niggers all live in 
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ill;* .oni-lioitso'^, aiifl iioothi’t know anylliiin; of tho 
atl-ili’ till niorniniij. W 0 can convince oiirsci\ (‘s, 
howt vt r ; conic to supper with me, and aflerwanis 
yit(L can ” 

;\ dour ojiened at. this moment, in tlu^ lions(\ ;nul 
peojile came np the road; llie two men, tin'refon', 
liiirrii'dly ent(M’('d t lu' i^ardtm j^at<*, and Wililinan c. iild 
no loiiL^nn* nmh'rstand the widspered \\oi*ds lla-y 
t;.\clianj;t‘d. iUit with th(‘ cons<'ionsm‘ss that some 
dani^i r nu'nac(‘d tlie ladl(‘s, anIucIi lie miudil proiialily 
1u‘ alile to avert, Inii not ytd d(‘ci(h'd iiow lu' ."lioiild 
do so, as lit‘ was not acquaintc'd with its extent, he 
le!l Ids ]iidinij;-])h’U‘e, wlu'u convinced tliat no «ine \\:ts 
near tlu' ti'ci', and wmit down to the rivm’ >id(', in the 
hi’^t instance, to sec wlndlu'r a Jioc.t or any oil, or 
vosf'i l:)y tln're, and of wiiat description it was. lint 
h.c could see notldnp;, (Wcejii ojieofthe cominon, lar^e, 
and clunisy ilat boats, in which tlie faniK'rs of tin' 
noitlierii parts of the river carry tludr crops to t!u‘ 
'' ntii, and wldidi tliria' or four of tin* farming men, 
\Nith a hired jiilot, simply tak(‘ down with tlu^ Htream, 
in ordf'i’ to sell their goods and tin* boat itsidf in tlic 
i'>A» 1 ’ towns, and tlum reiurn with tin* steamm’ hone', 
t’onld the imm wlium he had luaird talking under liini 
ludung to i hat ? 

d’he leri’v now (Tossed Irnm Aayou Sar.ah ; in tlie 
( Aeitmmmt jiroduced by his new discovery lie liad 
quite iiegleett'd the arrival of tlie stinnn-hoat, xvliich 
had, howeviT, lamhal its jiasseiigers at tin* ojiposile 
tewn, and lie xviuit down to the hank to r(‘ceive his 
exjX'cU'd fi‘i('nd. 

'fids gt'inleman xvas a rich young Irishman, by 
name iM*Xeal, who also intended to purchase laud in 
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* lliis district, Mnd was coming to spend a fenv weeks on 
Wildman’s plantation, to (?xaminc the various ])]anta- 
tions for sale. I’Ik^ ierrv-boat had scarcely arriv'd at 
i]i(^ floaiing pier, when the bell in the hole! was rung 
the si'cond linu’ for supper, and*t,he two friends walk(‘d 
burritally on, not to arrive too late at table. AVildinaii 
had liorses standing at the hnt(‘1 to rid(‘ home after 
supp(‘r, as liad Ixa'ii prcwiously arranged ; and thougli 
b(' now int(‘nded to remain in the terry hnt(‘l, or at 
least in its vicinity, till h(‘ knew the two ladic's were 
sate, still h(' was careful not to say anythiiig to that 
elle('t:, lest the meuAvho hada design against their pro- 
p(Tty might Ix' indue(‘d to take furthc^r precautionary 
nu'asun's. Ili' was now curious to see the face' of the 
man whom he had beard sjuaiking just before in the 
gardem ; and when he entenal the supper room, his 
ey(‘ rapidly glanced over all the company, to se(' 
wheth('r th(‘n‘ were any familiar h'atures, .At this 
moment h(‘ saw tlu' ladi(‘s entering through the op])o- 
sit(‘ door, and forgetting all around, lu‘ was on the 
point of rusliing u]) to them, and strc-teliing out his 
hand — but gracious, no, that would not d('>, Ixd'on' all 
Ilu‘ strangc'ps; and who knows how tluw would have 
received him ? Jbit how tall and beautiful Ilehm had 
grown ! he would hardly liavc recognistal luu’ had it 
not b('en for tlie eyt's* with which slie had. looked into 
his when a child, and which had been tilled with tears 
the last time they parted, because they were never to 
see each other again. 

lie wanted to set' if they would recognise him, and 
to(dv his sent Avith ]\l*Xcal right opposite to them. 
He bowed to tbem, and they returned his salutation, 
but quite as strangers. Helen’s eye was fixed on him 
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iori> momont, hut sho did not rocoi^iiiso tlu' ])]aviiKit»‘ 
ot* lu‘r ycuith, wIkuu the hrewn heard aud dark tairh' 
liair, well as suid)uriil h'atiin's, had soaltt'red ; and 
hew, toe, should she ox[){M*t to liiul lu th(‘ houisiaiKi 
plaulf'r the poor lariiK'r’s lad, wIk) had goiK' int o service 
so luatiy years hack, and iK'vor betMi luaird of ai^ain ? 

Trouble you for the hrt'ad, uiistiu’,” a voice uo\v 
said at his sidt* ; and when (juickly tiiriu‘d his 
htaid in that direction 1 k‘ almost utteiaal a crv of sur- 
jH’ise, for lu'xt to lum sal - iieviu’ in life would hi^ 
hav(' fore^otteu that sunluirnt fac(‘, with the almost 
woolly hlaek liair, the deeply std, craft \ (Wt's, and thi^ 
hroad mouth with tlu* p(‘arl-\\ ]ut(‘ rows of ticlh, eviai 
had not t he ti'rrihh' sear, wliieli ih(‘ villain had n'ceivcal 
across tin.' fondiead in the batth‘. with the ]ie^q*oes, 
hi'cn still a more certain witm'ss ai!;ain>t him - 
151i<j;htoii, tlu? fornu'r mate of the Tui'flcdorv : and that 
was the voice he had previously heard in the garden, 
and whose sriiind had summoned up tlu* t(*rrlble scenes 
of his early lilb in all their fearful dislinetness. 

‘‘ Troubh' you for the bread, mister,” tin* strang(‘r 
now rc'peated, ratluT impatiently, tor the ycning manhs 
earnest glance ajipeared to annoy him. 

Frank had great difficulty in mastering himself, 
and handed him the bread with an ajiology ; ins lu'aj’t 
at the same time beat almost audibly, and he felt that 
tlh- bloody had deserted his cheeks ; but if the play- 
mat<* of his youth had not reeognist*d him, he need 
^earec'ly- fear tliat from the man w ho had only S(‘en 
liim for a short time as a beardless lad, and p(‘r- 
baps did not remember liis existence. Itnt now lu? 
pt‘rfeetly compreliended the danger in wliich the 
ladies were, if suck a demon in human form had 
T 
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lix(‘(l l/iH gr('(‘(ly (‘y('s upon them. A man to wlioin 
there was noUiini^ sacred in this world, who laid spent 
Ids life in hlo(Kl and murder, was eapahh^ of every- 
thinti:, even ili(‘ most horrible; and lik(‘ li^litninp^ tlie 
tlK>n;j;ht eiv»ssed his mind, that h(‘ liad lu-ard tlnnn 
speaking:; of’ sidriei(‘nt “boat’s crew,” so tliai Ik' could 
no lon^u'r donhl hut that these criminals had aecoiii' 
pliet's fo assist tlumi in pulling down th(‘ hotel if it 
wm-e iK'cessarv. AVith a light boat they could hav(‘ 
tlu'ir booty so sianirely coiu'cah'd in tin' ])athl('ss 
fon‘sts of tlu^ AT ississippi, that the very slight polie(‘ 
of the district Avould not be able to find it again. 

11(‘ rcijuii-ed, ind('('d, a considerable tinu‘ to recover 
liimself’, and AbXt'al was even surjjrised by his dis- 
tracted manner ; b.ut, whispering a few words to him, 
I’rank Ix'gged him to follow as if accidtmtally into th(‘ 
the \erandah aflcu* siipjan*, and tlum turned again to 
his right-hand iK'ighbour and commenced convt rsatiou 
with p(‘rrecl ealmju'ss. This was not dillicnlt, for 
though his foianer mate had at first I'c'garth'd him 
Avith some distrust, lu' now a})[)('a7X*d disj)osLd to con- 
vt'j’se with him, in th(‘ hopi' of timling out, as hrank 
S])('('dily discovi'n'd, A\heth(‘r he inti'inied to pass 
the night hcj’e or go ovem to Hayou ISarah with the* 
last ferry-boat. Ije nalnrally tohl him what he 
had }>rohahly already learned from tlu‘ ostler, that lu' 
meant to ri<le home after supper, or at least before 
hi'd-time, as his plantation was only a few' miles up 
the stream. 

“ And the otlier gentleman ? ” 

“ AVill ae<*ompany me, of eourse : you’ll find room 
enough luav,” W'ildinan added with a smile. 

“ Oil, didn’t mean that, mister, at all,” the saih*r 
exclaimed hurriedly, as be laid one of his broad 
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iJiusT'ular hands on Ids iKMi^libourhs arm, 1 only ask 
lot* tin* sako of (*onq)any ; .1 don’t like silt ini; aloiu* t>f 
in an hotol, and mv brandy tasfcos Iwico as wc'll 
linn I havo somo onn to drink with. Ao, ]nisU*r — 
niislnr -w hat’s your namo r ” 

“ /(7A/inau,” 1 ho young man r(*pliod ; and tlio Kng- 
li-h jironinu'lation ot* llu* wt»rd nnuh'rod it easim* lor 
him to maintain his inoognito with ri'spta*! to tin,’! 
ladios, a>]io did imt daro, from boing so woll known 
horo, to gave a false naim*. 

‘‘ Oh, ]Mr. //7/c/man,” the mate said, eontidentI\ ; 
‘O kiK'W a //7/7man in \'irginia.” 

‘‘ i\lv fainih belongs th(*r(.‘,’' the young planlt'i* said 
U) eoiilirm him in his (‘i*ror; “you’ve t'ome down tin* 
ri\ (‘r, ] suj>{)ose r ” , 

7’es ; trom tlu; north, and .1 want to see how traih; 
is at; New Orleans.” 

“ lln'vv many ttms eaii a tint boat like that earry r ” 
Vfildman now a^io'd, to (ind out indirectly whe- 
ther Ihighton belonged to the boat that lay in the 
ri’. t‘r, and that it was his crew that liad been re- 
ferred Uj. 

‘‘ llow' do you know’ J’ni in a Hat boat?” tlu; 
<dher asked, looking up sliarply at lum. 

Didn’t you say so just iunv;r” Wildinan asked 
ealmly ; “ then 1 must have been mi^laki’ii. ISo you'rtj 
taking your goods down in a steamer ? ” 

“ 1 r no,” the sailor said,w itli some cnibarrassmcmt; 
“ 1 have no goods — what I said about trade referred 
to sf>methiiig else. Times are very bad just now, and 
folks ought to be glad when they’\e nolliiiig to .sell. 
Indian corn doesn’t feteli in Ntfw Orleans w hat iieosts 
in Ohio, and the poor flat- boat men are star\ ing. Dut 

T w 
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“ -by the way,” lio tlicn said in a lower tone, 'and 
bending over to IVank, “ what gentleman is that oppo- 
site ? Does h(> belong to the ladles ? ” 

Oil, dear, no ! ” the young man whispered in 
repl}^; “that’s a new doctor, who has come across: 
he lives bt'low Taylor’s plantation.” 

“ Down billow lien' ? ” 

“ Yc's; \ iKjlieve that tlie ladi<'s have no male com- 
panions with them Wildman added, who desired tO 
make the villain secure. 

“ Excepting a nigger,” the mate remarked. 

“Yes, a negro,” the young inan replied; “but 
tlie hidi(\s are leaving the table.” And at the same 
time, and almost involuntarily, he also rose to rc'ply 
to the gentle and polite bow of the ladies as they 
ridinal. 

His neighbour now followed hisex.ample, and taking 
his aocompliee by the arnpxvho had not spoken a single 
word during supper, he led him to the bar, whispering 
as he wont, behind which the litlh^ creole had again 
takmi his place, and asked for two brandies for hiui- 
seir and his comrad(‘. 

“ JIalloo, mister!” he then exclaimed, remember- 
ing his eompaiiiou at table, “ won’t you drink xvith us ? 
but where is he — gone yet ? ” 

“ You mean Mr. AYildman ? ” asked the bar-keeper. 
“ irUJman, yes ; where is he ? ” 

“ He is probably gone, out to look after his horse,” 
the little creole replied ; “ would you like cigars ? ” 

“ No, thankye,” said the seaman, taking his nigger- 
head from his pocket, and biting off a piece. By the 
way, young man,” he then added, turning to the 
creole, “ can we have a couple of beds here to- 
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“ '( 'crtainly, ujrniliMiion, wliyiiot?’’ was tlu' sails- 
factory n'ply. — in one room ? ” 

‘‘ or course', and 1 slioiild like it a little* hii;-1i up — 
at leaist. iiol elowii luTe*,’’ saiel the saile)r ; ‘‘ the luus- 
epiiloe's are* not so lr()ul)lesome upstairs." 

Tkili ! niusepiitoe^sd' lauirlied the cre'ole ; youdl 
slee'p iinde'i* a ned, and tlu'r(‘'s no room up stairs, as 
OIK' portion of the floor is neit used feu* sle't'pin^ 
lijiartme'iits, and the rest is occupied by the stran^m 
laelie's." 

‘‘ Ami wlio slee'])s de)wn liere ? ” 

‘‘ eaie*, ge'iith'iue'n ; \\ v. three shall eu'cnpy the* 
wliole fleior alone'.” 

“ Ihit wliat will he'come e)f'all llu* otbe'r ])('o[)l(' who 
suppe'd witli us ? ” Blii,diton askeel inere*eluhmsly, tor 
It re'ally se'e-me'd as if e‘Ve‘rythin;j; t uriu-el out /eeOavemr- 
ahly to]' his selu'iiu'. The' ei’e'ole* seam re*mov('el his 
doubts, for aec'U’eling to his statement, the giu'sts all 
resided iti the vicinity, and either cmssc'd with tlie. Iasi 
t‘ rry-hoat bae'k to Ihiyem Sarali, or rodetothe'ir own 
jdantations. lie adeled, “ They freejiiently come'elown 
te'the' he)tel, elt he'r to hear the news from Xe'w Orle-ans, 
or to play a ^ame* of whist or emedire, and only spend 
tlie night at the hotel when tlu'y liave missed the beiat, 
etr have drunk so much that thyy cannot keep in the 
saddle'.” 

Thi.^ Avas the report the stranger rece*ive*d, and 
oreie'ring the bar-keeper to have their beds ready by 
the time' they returne'd. the.* two men ledlt the* liouse' 
and the garden, at Avho.se gate they remained standing, 
anel after looking round them cautiously, walked down 
to the river bank. 
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CIIAPTEU XXYIII. 

THE NinilT ATTACK, ANH AVUAT THE NKKiEB 
THOUGHT OF IT. 

Frank’s schoTno to defeat the rohhers. Tlie mate sets to work a{ 
once. The waiter is silenced. The ascent of the stairs. The 
ni^'j^er on the watch. Frank to tlie rescue. The attack. 
The })irate.s are defeated and Uiken prisoners. 

Put they liad not been niuvatelied, for Wildnian atul 
M‘Xeal wiT(' staiulin^ on the road, jn.^t opposite the 
boat, in the d('(*p nliado of a leafy Pt‘ean tree, over- 
j;ro\vn with ^rey rnons. Frank had told his friend 
hnrri(‘dly of hia Bn.*4picion8, and tht'V ijOw wislied to 
convince th(‘inBolv(*B whether Blightou and his coin- 
rad(' really ])i*loiig('d to this boat, and exp(H'ted asaist- 
anct' from it. 

‘‘.And what now?'* ^1‘Xeal wliispered, when the 
two had disappeared on board the boat ; “ I wi.sh I 
was a inoii.st*, to overhoar their consultation.*-’ 

‘‘ AVc don’t need it,” AVildman said, seizing his arm, 
and lending him a httle way across the nieadow' 
behind them, in order that any watch on board the boat 
might not see they wttc observing it. “ I know that 
the villain.s have determined on getting posse.ssion of 
the widow’s money this very night ; it is a matter of 
perfect indifference to them Iiotr^ for they run the 
same risk whether they cotnmit a murder or not. At 
any rate, they will h*t some of their comrades into the 
hotel, for they wall first attempt to setth* the m'gro 
alone, and ily with tiic money ; but if that don’t sue- 
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m‘il, ilirv 'svill out their way to tlioir boat, wliiolj is* 
probably lu'lil only by a siiij^le ro|)t*, and so escape. ” 

“And your plan r*’ ashed AI*Aieal. 

“ It, is as Ibllows/' the young (Jonnan hastily re- 
plied. “ We must first of all leave the hi<lel together 
on liorsebaek ; but then you’ll ride at full spetal to 
the judge, and ])eg him, in my nanu*, to siuid back the 
constable and a warrant for this IMighton’s arri‘st, tin* 
'foriiK'r niati' of a notorious pirate, a^well as to sei/.e 
the boat iNing lu*re, on ])oard whieli explanat i<»ns of 
a good ]nany things will probably be found. S<‘(‘that 
you kn(»ek up some of our iKMghbtmrs, and bring tluun 
to help ; we cannot be to»> many, for, if all is as 1 tear, 
VNe may e\])ecl a furious resistance on llieir j>art.” 

“.Vnd \\ here uill vou nmniin in the mean timer*’ 
asked tiie young Irislunan. 

“ 1 know every eoriUT in the house,*’ Wildman re- 
plied. “ ril put up my hor.se at Harper's, and eome 
back acrnss tlie iields. The little room ulnu'e the 
cri‘ole sleeps is always open; I’ll creep in at the 
window there, wake him, and ki*ep guard till you 
come ; Imt, i'»r Heaven’s sake, makt‘ haste, b»r the 
villains might set to work sooner than we anticipatt*. 
What(‘Ver 1 can do to delay their attack, I will— and 

now, to work.” 

» • 

And with these words they again entered tiie c(>urt- 
vard, w hi re Wildman ordered tiudr heix s te be brought 
out, and wrote a couple of lines in tin* little bar to the 
judge, whieh M Xeal was to deliver, and mounted 
with liis friend at tlie very moment that iiiighton and 
Ills (*t)mraiie returned from the boat, and teto]>ped to 
sp(‘ak to them. 

llallon, mister!” cried the mate to los former 
. table eompanion, “ on board already r J thought that 
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we were going to drink a glass together, and you were 
off like a shot ! ” 

“Thank y(‘, lliank ye,” Wildman replied, as he seized 
the reins; “we’ve a long road before us, and it’s 
getting late. Good night, gentlemen! ” And driving 
the spurs into his horse’s flanks, he flew along the 
smooth, ](‘V(‘l road, which ran along close by the side 
of the iVI is>i-si[ipi, and was only separated from it by 
an (unhaiikiiKUit^ 

The two sailors remained stationary, and looked 
after tla'in, till the echo of their horst,‘s’ hoofs had 
dic'd away in the distance; and Blightoii’s comrade 
growled aftc'r them - 

“ Good night, eh ? At any rate it’s a good begin- 
liing that you two are underway.” 

Ifligliton shook his head, and said gloomily — 

“ Devil take the scoundrel, his face don’t please me; 
and Tve seen those large blue eyes somi'wherc' bc'fore. 
Yes, and worse still, they’ve seen me, tO(», but the 
dtnil knows where; and tlieir owner doesn't appear to 
remember, either. Hut he started whe n he tirst saw 
my faec', and \>ho knows if we sljouldn't liave doctored 
nj)an old aeipialutance if we had remained mueli longer 
toge ther : ” 

“ Well, at any ratt' they’re off,” said the other, “ and 
it’s a ([uestioii whether you’ll ever see them again.” 

“ I shouldn’t wish it to one of us, alter what will 
ha[)pt*n t(»-niglit,” growled Blighton ; “but 1 don’t 
trust the felhnv exactly, even now, though he iiad got 
on horseback ten times and ridden t)tf ; his fir.st sur- 
prise was loo evident, and be bad a great di'al too 
inueh to say to the young Paddy afterwards.” 

“ You tlon’t TH'ally imagine be has any idea of our 
plan fur tu-nighi ?” the other sailor hurriedly asked. 
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“'Not that,” laiiirlK'd Bligliton, “ <^r lie Avoiildn’t 
liave been sucli a fool as to ride off, when, if we have 
any Inckj we sliall liave finished our task in an hour. 
15ut lie can come a<;ain to-niorrow inorniiii;, and if hi' 
has any suspicions now*, what he sees then will eon- 
lirtn them. 15ut, what matter,” he added, with a 
hoarse laui;h, and turned to re-enter tin* house, “he’ll 
lind the nest empty and the birds Hewn. Still, I’d Kke 
to know where 1 ri'ally saw those bi^^ blutf eyes.” 

In the hotel all seemed still very bu<y ; tin* guests 
were playing eanls at several tables, and the ereoli' 
had enough to <lo in .serving them with the spirits and 
'v\in(‘s tliiw called for. .Blighlon, howeviT, who a[)- 
jieared to be eareli'ssly lounging from one talde to 
the other, employed his time , in making himself 
aeijuainled, as far as he could, with the arrangements 
of the house, lie even took a light and walked u|)- 
stairs, when', however, the negro soon appeanal, and 
on his btating that he was looking for tin? room 
he had oecupual a week before, the negro told him 
that all the rooms were engaged, and that he would 
have to content himself with one on the ground 
floor. 

“ Halloo, mister, what did you want uj) tliere?” 
the ereole asked him, meeting Jiim at the fo»>l of the 
>tairs w hen lie eame down ; “ 1 told you all I lie up- 
stair rooms were eiigagial.” 

“ Oh, hang it,” the sailor muttered, “ 1 was so full 
of thought, that I walked upstairs with the light, till 
the nigger's black face came across in\ bows.” 

“ Ho you want to go to bed ?” the ereole a.^'ked. 

“ Ye?«, presently ; but I’m still too tbir.-sty : give 
me fir.-'t a eoiiple of brandietf warm, that’ll make me 
sJeep ail the belter.” 
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It would have been against the waiter’s interest to 
contradict sucli an assertion, but tlic ringing of tlie 
glasses suininoned him to the other end of the room, 
and he was forced to leave the extraordinary guest to 
bis own devic<‘s. 

Quito in accordance with l^lighton’s wishes, tin.* 
gamblers did not feel disposed to remain late this 
evening at the ln)t<‘l ; it was not yet ten o'clock, and 
the last had already mounted their hors(‘s, and starte'd 
hornc'wards. Tln^ negro lad, who assisted in waiting, 
put out the liglits, and left the liousc*, in order to go 
over to tin* negro cabin, situated across tlie court. 
Tiie cri'w of the tlat boat also :ippt‘ared to be v(*i*y 
busy; tlnw were pulling in their cable, and pushing 
(df from land into the river. “Halloo, whither away 
BO late?” oin^ of the horsemen shouted to them, 
“you’re in a prt'eioiis hurry.” 

“Go to the devil!” 'was the polite* r(*ply of the 
boatnn'n, and tiny laid lbems(‘lvi».s at the same time* 
on their creaking s^^eep8, to get the* boat free from a 
little ju’Ofiumtiuy that jutted i>ut near them. 

“ 1 should like to know why the fellows an* gi'tting 
underway at tliis time of night,” said one rider to the 
(dher, as they gallojeed dowui tin* river-bank. 

“ The niifou’s just rising,” the other said, how(*V(*r, 
“ and tliey pn)bal)ly w'ant tn take advantage of it ; by 
to-morrow 's elawn, they could get a long way down the 
river/’ 

j\s the bojit retired further from the shore, and dis- 
app(*ared in the darkness, the sounds of the horses’ 
hoofs died away, as they hurried home; but elose 
under tlu* bank lay the vessel’s juliy-boat, manned by 
four men, who had taken in tlu'ir oars, and did not 
betray tlieir presence by the slightest sound. 
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Th the hotel all had become quiet, and the tiretl 
creole S('ein(*d to wish his guests also a-l)t‘d. 

“ Gentlemen, if you wish to go to lu'd,” ht‘ at last 
addressed the two men, who had probably onl\ awaiti‘il 
his own departure, “ this is your room and he opened 
a door on the left hand. The room contained tlvt‘ 
beds, ()f wliieh two \v(*re intended for the strangers, 
tlH‘ others W(‘re nnoe(Mi])ied. 

“ Hut wo havcMi’t had our night-cap yet, AVillis/’ 
Hlighton said with a laugh, and nunoved his (juid 
froA^i his mouth, in expectalii)U of the coming 
enjoynuMit. 

“ 1 have already locked uj) tin* bar,” said the young 
fellow. 

“ Will it be too much trouble lo turn a Key, ami so 
earn anotlnr ({uarter dollar/'' growhal Hlighton; 1 
take; brandy, that I may not birget old habits.” 

1'lu* creoh* took his key out of his p<»ckt‘t again 
with a rath(‘r angry countenance^, and gave tin* two 
strangeTs tin* required draught. He tlicii locketl up 
again, and w<'nt, witli a “(iood night. gmOh men,'” 
into his own litth* room, which was just, oj)[^o.^itc t^> 
theirs, and scjKirated hy a corridor. 

lilighton took the light, and went with his comrade 
into their .•^Icej'ing-room, but it was only a prctom'c. 

sih nc(‘ rcign*‘d in tin* wboln bon.'^c, a!id tin* two 
criminals extinguished their light, and gently openctl 
the door, tt) c()mm»*iic«‘ their unholy work. 

“ .Sliall we wait till the creole sleep.n r ” wliispcretl 
Willis in his comrade’s ear, or s(‘t to work at once r” 
I would Hither he was a-'loep,” the reply w.m 
given xv'th tqual caution, “if I was not afraid w** 
shi)uld wa'^to too much tirm*; but as wc ttdl ho.v 

huig llio atfair up aloft will lake us, we had belter .s t 
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to work at oiico. T will creep up to the door, and 
you can then call him ; when he wakes, I’ll make sure 
of him.” 

“ Jlut no uniK cessary bloodshed,” said Willis, laying 
Ins hand on hi.s conjrad(‘’s arm ; “ you are accustomed 
to it from y()ur sea-faring life, and you g(‘t bodies out 
of the way then* easily enough ; but here they leav<^ 
awkward stains, which are unpleasant, and frequently 
useless witnesses.” 

“ Ihit it’s always the safest,” Blighton remarked. 

“ No, no,” said AVillis, anxiously ; “only make him 
harml(*ss ; it is much (‘asier working, when We kno\v 
that we haven’t the noose always over our heads.” 

“ H umbug !” Blighton hissed; “but 1 don’t care ; 
you’ll hav(^ to answer for it, if the young villain gets 
us into a nu'ss. Safe is safe;” and then In* crept in 
his stockings to the opposite door. 'Willis tlu*n opened 
liis own, and called the lad. No r(*ply ; In* ealh*d 
again — all was (piii't, Blighton listened, but eould 
not bear tlu* slightest sound, 

“ C’oiifusion !” he muttered to himself; “the 
s<*(»undn'l can’t have smelt a rat, and jum[H*d (Uit of 
w imhiw r” Ih* laid his hand gently on the latch, and 
opeiu'd the door as cautiously as possible, but when 
he listt'iied, a demoniac smih* crossed his features. 
The wearictl lad had taken otV his clothes, and then 
thrown himself on the bed, where be .^^lept gently and 
soundly, and the robber crept up and h*ynl over him. 

Willis had followed him there, and after a couple 
of whLspered word.*^, tlu*y suddenly thri'w themselves 
upon him, so that tlu* sleeper, ere he was able to wake, 
or even understand what was being d<»ne to- him, lay 
secun*ly gagged, and firmly bound in hi.s bed, so that 
he could neither move, nor utter the slightest cry. 
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T4jc croole defended himself at first with all his • 
strength, for, thus aroused from his first sleep, lu‘ 
reasonably expected the worst ; but lu^ was in hands 
much too practised and certain, and all his struggling 
was of no further use than to wear him out, and at 
last he gave himst'lf up passively to his fate. 

Elighton watched him carefully, and for that pur- 
pose opt*nt‘d the window-shutter just above his head. 
When the prisoner lay ipiiet, he turned away from 
him, and said to his companion : — 

“ He’ll dt) for the pre.sent ; but still, it is not the 
safest tnty, and I only hope we mayn’t luive to r(‘j)e!»t 
it. Do you st(»[) hen‘ and listmi awhili‘, whetlnu* all 
remains qui(*t. and I'll cn-ep ujistair.s, and sei' what is 
to be done with the nigger.” 

“ You won’t be able to c(»m|U(T him alone,” Willis 
warned him, “ and, in the mid, he’ll alarm tlu‘ whoh‘ 
houst‘.” 

“ Leave that to me,” said Bligliton ; *• ket‘p a clear 
path for m<‘ down here, ami I’ll manage thi‘ rest. 
Are the ft lknvs at their jiosts?” 

“ George attended to that; they are wailing under 
the tulip-tree at the door fur the appointed signal ; the 
door is tjpen.” 

** Good ; then we lu'ed not fear f >r our own safety, 
for if wt‘ inis.s our mark, which is now very improbable, 
they cannot prevent our escape with tin* couple of 
nigg<Ts in the house, so take care 1 ’ and leaving his 
comrade, he crept like a snake over the pas.sage towards 
the stairs, whose turnings he had already carefully 
noted, and crawletl nither than w'ulked upstairs. 

But Utc he had to contend with an accident, which 
detained him longer than he expected. Some of the 
stairs creaked, and lie could only trust his weight oa 
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them with the jjjreatent caution, le!>t he iniglit awaken 
the negro, and so utterly ruin their so earefully- 
det»igned scheme. Only very slowly, and Avaitiiig for 
a wjiile after t‘very creak, to listcui whetlua' anything 
was stirring, he at last reached tluj landing, and the 
little ante-room, when.^ he had seen tlie nt'gro’s cam|)- 
b(‘d ])reviously. His dark lantern, whieli he had 
brought witli liim, he left, however, on tlie toj) stair, 
for the stream of light might have betrayed him too 
soon, and lui now listened for the regular breathing of 
th(‘ sle(‘j)er. 

Tt Avas all silent; not a sound reaelu^d hisvar, Avith 
the i‘.\c('j)lii)n of tlu' nibbling tetdh of a mouse, wljieli 
Avas gnaAving the skirting-board. 

Couhl th(^ negro bo awake? Blighton sto|>])ed for 
m'arly a (juarti'r of an liour, to eonvinee himself of the 
fact. At last he heard the gentle rt'spiralion of some 
sU‘e)HT-~it reached his t‘ar at ri‘gular int»‘r\als- -and 
then all again was (|uii't, till it retH)imnen(*ed, and now 
lie must really be a.‘<lei‘|), for the brtailhing became hmd 
and nasal : and Blighton droAV his heavy knit’e with a 
trinmjiliant smile, and felt his Avay to th<’ bed. 

(Jracious, how the fellow snori'd — Willis must hear 

it lu'loAV and such long pauses intervening, that it 

ijuite gave him a start, Avhen it began again. He 
slept like a bear— -but all the better, and the assassin 
raised his lantern, Avliich he noAV fancied he eould 
safely us(*, and glided quickly, tliough .still very cau- 
tiously, towards the bed of the nigger, aaIio must be 
put out of the Avay before anything could be done. 
Tlie door of the ladies’ room wtmld then be broken 
open in a second, and with a gleaming knife befoi*e 
their eyes, they would give up the money-box Asilhout 
besitaliou. Blighton had managed worse uifairs than. 
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iln.% and savagtdy to himself, when lie thoiii^lit • 

bow famously everything was going on. 

But tlu‘ r()ld)er was mistaken in one respt'et, 
though lie had s('t about the execution of his projeet. 
much sooner tlian AVildinan liad imagined possible, still 
lilighton (‘iTt'd with rt‘speet to th(‘ niggt'r, who was 
lint aslei*]) at his [lost, as he fancied, but had ht'ard 
the creaking of the lirst step, and had his suspieions 
aroused by it. The bl.iek was by no means (h lenet*- 
less, f(Tr a heavy bowi(‘-knife lay under his pillow, and 
.>ci/.ing lliis, he calmly uwaiital tlu* a]>proaeh (d‘ the 
nlTitlerT^io, he did not the least douht. would holt 
direct ly }h‘ saw he was di‘tt‘et(‘d ; he eoiiKl not hav(* 
the slightt'.'t idea of the actual danger whieli hoxtaaal 
ovtT himself ami his two ladies, Ibr he was not aware of 
the eliaraeti-r of tho man with whom ho .ha<l to doal. 

I'hus l,e lay till Illighton naielual tiu‘ landing and 
stopped to catch the breathing t>f the sleej>or ; but 
wlicii all remainod (poet, and the negro rem.arked 
wbui the nightly vl>itor was wailing for, he deler- 
mineil t*) eiitiei* the thief, by pretending to bo a-loop, 
In tbi.> ho w.as porfoetly sueee.'.sful, and gliding hehiyd 
the beil and rolling his thick w<>«»ilon hlanlo t nmnd 
Ins left arm, to gu.ard oil* a .stab or cut, lx* laid th(‘ 
sharp w eapon in bis riglit hand, and <]uiot ly a w ailed 
the apj):'oaeh tjf the enemy. 

Caul ion'll, but with elenobod tooili, tho roblar 
approai-hod the hovl, from whieli ht‘ fam-iod the regidar 
lu’eathing reached his ear — he ha<l now t’oiue so close, 
that In could f« el tho bodsteatl. Ho goiili\ stretehi'd 
(»ut his iiaiid, and his fingers touclcMl tin* mattress. 
He had, naohod In'* dtstinalion, and advancing one 
step farther, he oj»**ned the diirk lantern, arid — fmnd 
a pair of large giisteniug eyes, uuder w hich twx» rowti 
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of brilliantly \\ lHto tcctb were grinningly displaye/i — 
fixed upon liini, from the other side of the bed. 

“Halloo, IMassa!” the negro cried at the same 
moment, who fanci(?d he had recognised in the sudden 
flash the man who had paid him a visit once before 
that night. “ AVhat ! you hero again — looking for a 
bed? ah! ah! fie IMassa, fie, — sneak away now like 
a drowned dog — fie, Massa!” 

But Sci])io was mistaken in fancying that the 
d(‘t('cted robber would sneak away abaslu'd, for though 
Blighton bad closed the lantern again, on seeing the 
negro’s watchful eye opposite him, he only- did it to 
give; Willis tin' appointed signal to join him. 

But the light whistle liad scarcely echoed through 
the empty house, before the faithful negro, who now 
perceived that h<^ would have to do with more than 
one assailant, and then would not bo able to repel 
their attack, bounded over the bed and triinl to master 
the thief. I'ortunately, he had the woolh'ii blanket 
still round his arm, for Blighton scarce ])t‘rc(*ived his 
enemy rushing on him, than he made a dcsp(‘rate stab 
at him, and would liave run the broad sharp blade 
most assun'dly into his body, had not the point been 
caught in tiu* soft elastic folds of the wool. Scijiio, 
however, scarce felt the blow than he involun- 
tarily clutidied at the’ arm to prevent a n^petiiion of 
it, and tlms let his own weapon fall. But being of 
immense strength, he seized the rol^ber in his arms, 
and he succeeded at least in knocking the weapon 
out of his hand, and it fell close to the stairs. 
Blighton, repeating the summons to his comrade, 
threw himself furiously on the negro, and hurlii'g him to 
the ground by the exertion of his whole strength, lie 
tried, though in vain, to grasp the knife, which liad 
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fallT'n from his <xras[>, and so put a spcody and san- 
^Miinarv end to tho fight. The negro writhed uiidtT 
liis grasp, and also slioiited for liclp. 

Steps wore heard bounding up the stairs. 

“ Quick, AVillis, quick ! ” the robber said ; give 
ni(‘ your knife to cut tliis shouting villain’s tliroat. 
Here.” 

- Wliore ? ” said tlie voice, and an arm was slretclH‘d 
out to fe(‘l the combatants. 

Here’s my hand ! ” said Bliglitcm. 

,^^'\nd tlu're’s mine!” was the ri'ply, aeeoinpanifai 
by a t>rd\v7 which hurli'd tiie rohlier senseless to tl-e 
ground. 

It was AVildman instead of the expect<‘d Willis, wlio 
had arri\ed o[)portunely to lu'lp the threatened negro, 
and though he had returned at full speed from 
.llar]i(T’s, he had arrived ail hut tof) late to av(*rl 
misfortune from the beings he so dearly loveil. 

A\"lu‘n he ap[)roached thehou.se carefully and hoper! 
to enter unperceived, he found the place undi-rll.e 
window occupied by one of the boat’s ennv, \Nho had 
lain down here on watch, and did not aj>p(‘ar ineliiird 
to rise without some special inducement. (Hiding eau- 
tiouslv back, he re-entered tin* bushes, mounti-d the 
tree, and let himsiOf down froqi it on to the hetlgo, 
to approach the Ikiuso from another side*. ( ’rawling 
oil the outside, he noticed that tho fl.at boat had 
left its place, and gliding down to the bank, h<; 
perceived in the shade of the little group of pecan 
trees, the boat, which lay fastened with a cord, 
and unguarded. He now quickly undttrstood th<' 
stratagems of the men, who had got rid of the clumsy 
flat boat, and intended to pull after it when they had 
c 
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effected the robbery : if he cut off their escape *hc 
would consequently have the villains in his power. 
The loss of time, too, would not be much, and gliding 
down by means of tlie roots of the tree, he soon reached 
the water’s edge and the boat. 

A hurried cut with his knife severed the thin cord, 
ho push(‘d tlie boat out into the river, and lie sf)on 
had the satisfaction of seeing it drift rapidly after 
down the stream. But, in doing tliis, many preeious 
moments liad hoen lost, and hurrying back across tlie 
niad to another ]Kirt of the gard(m, he soon reach^«’d 
ti)(‘ window of llu^ room in which the creole slept. 
The window was not fastcmnl, the shutter was wide 
0 })en, and elimiiingon a cask that stood beneath it, he 
soon entered tlie room. 

“Jean, Jean!” ho whispered, and shook tlie boy, 
“ Jean, what o!i earth is the matter with you ? ” 

The poor lioy writhed on his bed, but the tightly- 
fastened cords did not give way; and AVilclman, jiassing 
his hand twer tin* boy’s face, immediately felt the gag, 
and now knew that tlie robbers bad commenced their 
task so far sm*eessfully. The blood ran icily tlirougli 
his veins ; — what had taken place, and had h(» after all 
arrived too late? But he soon conqueri‘d every other 
feeling when action wai needed, and feeling for the cord, 
ho soon cut it thriUigh with his knife. A few seconds 
later the creole was free, but Wildman’s hand was on 
his mouth, and elutehing more firmly his loaded stick, 
he gently opened the door. He li.stened — all was 
silent, — when suddenly a low whistle was heard from 
above, and bo was hurrying towards the stairs, w hen 
a voice cried to him : — 

“ Here, Tom or Bill; up with you, quick — it’s time ! ” 

“ 1 see it!” Frank replied, and making a blow in 
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liiV cLirk at the speaker, which levelled him to tlu* 
-round, lie reached tlie ^tair-head in a few bounds, 
just in time to lielp the negro. 

]>ut with this the victorx was far from b(nng gained, 
f )!’ the wliisth‘, as well as the subsequent noi>e, was 
licard (Mily too clearly by the sailors waiting witliout, 
who entered the house, but could not immediately 
iind tlie stairs. 

‘‘ To the landing, to tlie landing!” the negro cried 
at this moment, lu-arijig the voici‘s below, and aft(*r all 
^\t bad oei-urred, naturally inferred that it was a 
ivnnTn'ci"^m‘nt for the robbtTS ; “ we may be able to 
keej) tlie ground till help eomes.” l'Vi?ling for bis 
knii'e in great alarm, he piclo'd up tlu* robluT's instead, 
a!id draL''ged his b(‘dst»*ad and inattrt'ss aero.<s tln^ 
>t air-head, jusi at the moment wluui the tour sailors 
U('r(‘ lia>tening up to tlie assistanee of thidr comradt*. 

C’onfusi(jM !” they shouted, however, on perei'iving 
till* re>i>taiiee that awaited them here, wliihr tlie little 
ere(;le was yelling ten thousand murders in the yard. 
i \»r a moment, they liesitated wlu'ther they should risk 
tlie attaek or not; but Bligliton was in tlu' hands of 
the enemy, and should they leave him to be executed, 
wiiiK* it was still In tlielr power to save him ? 

‘‘ Forward- !” shouiod nm^^oftbe baml, and firing 
his pistol at tlie negro, he follo\V(*d the bulhT lmm» - 
diati ly in order to force his way through. Scipio was 
wtiunded, but ho held hi.s ground, and Frank struck 
the assailant acros.s the ttunpies, just as the three 
others ru>hed upon him simullaneously. 

Surround the lioiise ; hurrah, niy boys, wc ha\e 
tlu ni ! ”»a voice was heard shouting in the stn‘t'r. ar:d 
the stamping of horses al.-.o reached their ears. 

V 2 
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“ Tlie devil ! ” the assailants yelled, and stdocl 
motieiiless from terror. But Seipio, seizings the oppor- 
tunity, lifted the mattn*ss and tlirew it on the assail- 
ants, \vl}0 fell backward.^ down the stairs. Two 
eseaped the full, and sought to fl>', while the negro 
seized the third ; but the neiglibours had draw'n thern- 
selv(‘s iij) round the liouse, by direction of the con- 
stables, and prevented any cdiance of escape. AVillis 
alone, on recovering fnnn the stunning blow he liad 
received, sprang acros.s the road, and sut'Cta^fltal in 
reaching th(! bank where he knew the boat lay ; l)]it 
AV'ildinan’s precaution had cut oil this mode ol* escape, 
and a quarter of an hour later, the capturcHl robbers 
lay bound in the verandah, guarded by the constables. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

IN WHICH Ul'U STORY KNHS, OF COURSE, VERY 
llAmi.V. 

rVank lUJikoH himself kimwn tu the mate. The hulies nMuin 
liim tlifir thanks, Frank fimls that Ht'lfn li;is lua for^M*ttt;n 
him afW all. lletrihuLicm. Our hvro reeuivt-s the rewanl 
of his |K)r.severancc. 

•1 

A MKSSENciER who had been sent to tlie magistrate 
ndurned with that gentleman before breakfast time, 
and tlie j>risoners were handed over to the sheritf, 
to he kept ill the adjacent prison till their trial 
came on. 

dust as they were being led away, AVildman walked 
up to the fettered mate, who liad nvoverid ♦rum tlur 
blow, and standing before him with folded arms, he 
said, looking fiercely at him ; — 
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““ Aiy] yo\i don't rooo^nist' ino, mniradt' r ” 
Coniradr slioutcti tjie }dr:it<*, and looked 
savairoly in llio llashinir !)lm* oyva of tho youni: man. 
“ ('oinrado r ’ — ho was um*onih»rtaM(', for tho <tranpT 
know inoro (d' liiin tlian }h‘ likod : b\il lu* shook hi.s 
hoad, ami ^jroulod — 

A lot nf sc'amps ah.nit tho \v«>r!i], who aro very 
liki* olio aiK'tlior — I don't know you.” 

** And has Mr. .Biiojiton roally toroott«'n his old 
stowani : " 

Tho nd»hor started as if a sorpont had stuno him, 
and Ills was fi.xod tor a inomont in horror on tho 
loaturos ot'tho youni: (iortnan. And now, indood, for 
th(‘ fir^t time, a thoni^ht of' flii^ht ''is'inod to striko 
liim, for lio lookrd round wihij\. and ton* at his 
bonds ; but iht* e<*nstabh* tapped him lauirliint^dy <m 
tho shoulder, and sai<l, sliakino his hr:id : ■ 

L'st'le.-s Iroubii*. my lad, thoM* conls will hold, 
and if thoy ilon’l suit you, you can so(m liavo a l>ott<*r 
Olio. And now, off w ith vou; you haNr poisoned tho air 
lioro lono enough, for tho ladies are 0(»ming, ami wo 
will not .spoil their enjoyment of the lM*autiful niornimr 
by seeing your scoundrel face— be olfwilli you ! ” 

Tho ]»ri’'oners w(‘re lt*d away, to hr [mulshed soon 
aft(*r, llliLdit<»n by hanging, u! 4 d the <)thers iiy im- 
prisonim'iit. The magistrate had, in the mean while*, 
explained to tin* ladies tlie imminent flanger they had 
b(*eii ill during the night, and assurtMi th'*m tliat they 
had to tliaiik solely' the cautious and hold behaviour 
of a young (jcrman planter, for saving their prop<‘rty, 
perhaps their life. Seiplo, who liael only been slightly 
woundetL in the arm, informed tiu in also of Ids own 
preservation liy his means, and the ladie.s could .•*carcc 
wait foj? Ilfs arrival to express their gratitude. 
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But tlu-Tc were u great many people in tlie verarKlah, 
ajid they begged the judge to call him into the hou.se. 

Prank AVildman obeyed the summons with a beat- 
ing heart : thc^ hour liad now arrived which he laid 
longed for during so many years ; it was such a 
glorious moment, for he could regard himself as the 
saviour of tlu'se dear Ixdngs, and yet he was afraid 
of recognition ; he fiiared a meeting, which only 
shortly b(dbi*e he would gladly liave purchasetl willi 
all h<* calh'd his own. 

“ Honounal sir,'* tlu‘ (‘Ider lady began, wluai he 
approached them, and Helen blushing det'ply 'TTT nt to 
meet him, not wilh cold words, but with a warm 
pressure? c>f the hand, to thank him for tludr preserva- 
tion — “ llonourc'd sir, we ow(' yon, a p(‘rft*et sti’anger, 
such gratitude for your conduct this night, that I 
really do not kjiow how to express it.” 

“And am I really so utterly nnknown to you?” 
iht' young (lennun stammered, as he sei/.ed llu* Noung 
lady’s oli’ered Iwuid — “Cannot }ou really nioembor 
me, ^frs. Wolfram- -Miss Helen?” 

“ Bless my soul !” said tlie old lady, and regarded 
him with surprise--** I really cannot rtnmnnbcr.” 

Helen felt that tlie hand, resting in hers. lremblc‘d, 
and she only re(piin»d one glan<*e. and tlie hloo.l wliieh 
had so ri’cently suifuseil her chei'ks now poured back 
to lier heart as she gently whispered : — 

“ Frank AVildman !” 

“Frank Wiidmau!” the old lady repeated, with 
really unbounded surprise — “ Frank AVildman, why, 
bless my soul! our old dear Frank!” and drawing 
the young man to lior, she fell on bis neck, and, 
kissed and embraced him, as if he were still the boy 
whom she had learned to love in his *^<^ldhood, 
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wlioso hard lot she had so often mourned, and wliom 
she had lainoiitcd as dead, when she lu‘ard nolhiijg 
more about him, and fancied lie must liave perished. 

Tli(^ worthy old lady had ever been a motlier to 
him, and AVildman’s tears also flowed uun-strained : lie 
was not ashamed of them — they wore tt-ars of joy. 

Airs. AVolfram would not sufler the yoiini:!; man to 
leav(‘ lier a^ain, and he Avas oblitr<’il to tell them all 
tlial had hapj)i‘m‘tl to him .sinee their parting. Ah! 
she kiH'w the sin her d(‘ee.'isi‘ii husband had e<*mmitfed, 
anTH:.^ 41 t it ^lad becai Frank’s inheritance tn whieh they 
owi'd all their ri<'hes, for an c‘vi] ci.-nseience liad not 
suifenMl tlu* old man to die, without ha\ini; li;^ditene<l 
Ids lieart ill Mime measun^ by <*onfe>sin:' it t»i Ids wife. 
Ihit tb<‘ time had now arrived. ub«*n tla re was at least 
a po.vsibilitA of reijuitino him fora portion of what be 
had so innocently .sutfered, and she si'eiinal i[uite re.sD- 
lute not to let it pass. 

Hut where could 1 find words to d<*scribe the ha]>pi- 
ness of (.mr young friend ? It was a hajipy, blessed era, 
which eomriienced from this day. 

All tlie .‘^utVering and misfortune he liad endured in 
the long, tedious years, were forgotten ; forgotten loo 
was the pain, which liad so freipimitly cf»ntrai*led hi» 
heart, when li(‘ thought that heVas to end hi.s davi* 
alone and friendless. The (djt'ct was gained, for 
W'hieh he had striven faithfully arid boldly with hh 
brave, c»»urageous heart ; tin* b< love<i beings, the only 
ones left him on the w ide world, wen* standing lu?»ltliy 
and happy before him, and were uttering words of 
affection which sounded so strangi*, and yet so dear 
to his ear, and a new life lay before him, a life 
full of light and happiness, and sunshine, which ho 
had hilpiferto fancied would never daw n for him. 
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Madame Wolfram, however, did not go with her 
daughter to New Orleans, as she had intended on the 
previous d^iy, and still less to Germany, whitlier she 
had proposed to return. 

On the very same day she sp >ko openly and clearly 
with the young man, about the occiirrenc'os at liis 
former home which forced him to leave the ITudson ; 
confessed herself to be heavily indebted to him, and 
declared herself most gladly preparetl to r(*pay him 
honestly as far as lay in her powc'r. and eon Id Ix) 
effected by means of money and maternal 
She was never wx'aried of telling th(‘ lUiwly rt ei^ ered 
friend, who had made her still more his debtor by his 
bold deed, bow happy tliis would render her. 

But Frank, too, was happy; he did not reijuire 
money — his home Mas already ])repared ; and a few 
months later, he? conducted the playmatt' ol' his youth, 
as his loving bride?, to his plantation on lh(‘ Atehafa- 
laya; and the Wildinan family was regarded, not only 
among the richest, but also the most res[)eett‘d and 
beloved of all in the wide and maguiticeiit \'alley of 
the Mississippi. 


fmnncBS by cox (bbos.) abb wxmab, oxxat mzv stxbxt. 






